In Faith and Love Draw Near

After the Litany of Supplication (or the Angel of Peace Litany as it is sometimes called) we witness and hear a dialogic structure that has yet to be encountered in the Divine Liturgy. We hear the deacon exclaim: “Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess.” Immediately we hear the people respond, “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Trinity: one in essence and undivided.” What exactly is going on here at this point in the Divine Liturgy? There are a few points that are worth reflecting on, which will ultimately give us a better understanding of our journey to meet Christ in the Divine Liturgy. 

One thing that is worth pointing out is the fact that the statement “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…” is actually a response (or a continuation) to what the deacon intoned immediately before. If we look at the text together and imagine it as one statement, it really makes a whole lot of sense: “Let us love one another that with one mind we may confess Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” As you might recall, this statement doesn’t end here, but we continue and define in more precise terms who “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” are. We confess them to be “the Trinity: one in essence and undivided.” 

“Let us love one another…” These words that the deacon recites convey the heart of the gospel message, a message that should completely penetrate our experience at the Divine Liturgy. Just to put things in perspective, love is at the very heart of everything that we do as Christians. Our relationship with God and others is anchored in love. It is out of love that God created the world; it is out of love that God created us; it is out of love that God sent His Son to us; it is out of love that a man and a woman create a family; it is out of love that we raise children; it is out of love that we care for the elderly and sick; it is out of love that we, God’s creation, establish charities and homeless shelters for the needy; it is out of love that we assemble every Sunday for the Divine Liturgy. 

At this point in the Divine Liturgy we have already traveled far with our brothers and sisters. We have assembled. We chanted psalms. We have listened to Scripture. And now, we are about to make an offering of bread and wine together. In other words, or liturgical journey has already taken us through many different events. We have traveled far through the Divine Liturgy and we have done this not as individuals, but as a collective whole. The remainder of our journey can only be finished in love, the same love that motivates God to create, couples to wed, parents to nurture, and parish families to care for the elderly and poor. It is only in love that we can approach the chalice: In the fear of God, in faith and in love, draw near!
