On the Road Towards the Kingdom
After we sing The Beatitudes we encounter our first real “action” of the liturgy – an entrance. Up until this point the priest has been standing in front of the altar table leading everyone in worship.  And we, the congregation, have been standing in the midst of the temple following the priest’s lead, responding to petitions with the prayer “Lord, have mercy,” as well as singing psalms and hymns. With the exception of the deacon entering and exiting the sanctuary, there has been no real liturgical movement. It is only now, at this entrance (most commonly referred to as the Little Entrance), that we encounter the first real liturgical movement. During the singing of the Third Antiphon, the priest, along with the deacon who is holding the gospel book, exit the sanctuary through one of the deacon’s doors. After some liturgical dialogue, the priest blesses the entrance and they re-enter the sanctuary through the royal doors. 

This all seems rather simple. But, this entrance is significant for a couple of reasons. First of all, its significance is very practical: the entrance really did function as an entrance. Historically, what we now call the Little Entrance was not an entrance of only the priest and deacon into the altar, but an entrance of all the people into the temple itself.         

If you have ever been to churches built in the Byzantine Empire during the first millennium, you would notice that some of them, in addition to the front doors of the building, have many other doors around on the sidewalls. The architects who designed these churches were not following building codes established by the empire to hasten a speedy exit in case of a fire. No, these doors functioned specifically for the entrance of all the people into the temple. The bishop entered through the front doors of the temple (which, in all practicality, are the royal doors we now have on our iconostasis) while all believers entered through these other side doors – together! It was one grand entrance by everyone into the temple. 

This entrance also has a symbolic significance, too. As we have already stated, the Little Entrance is an “action” that happens during the liturgical gathering.  If we were to look at the Divine Liturgy from beginning to end, certain moments can be highlighted that exemplify and define what exactly the Divine Liturgy is. When you invite someone to your home for an elegant evening of food, wine, and fellowship, he or she actually has to, first of all, get to your home to enjoy your company. Giving them good directions with landmarks (e.g., Target is on the right, BP station on the left, and turn right at the used car lot) is the most sure way of helping them on their journey.  Likewise, one can think of the Divine Liturgy as our road map to the Kingdom of God – the home that we are invited to – and the Little Entrance as one of the first landmarks we see that tells us we are going in the right direction. 


If we didn’t hear the invitation at the beginning of the service with “Blessed is the Kingdom…” then, at this entrance, we have another chance to hear the invitation and “Come worship and fall down before Christ!”

