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   DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST –  Orthodox Church in America 
 
58TH DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY 
 
OCTOBER 7-8, 2019, BROADVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO 

 
 

SCHEDULE & AGENDA 
 

The address for Archangel Michael Church & Woodside Center is: 
5025 E Mill Rd, Broadview Heights, OH 44147 

 
 

Monday, October 7 
 
9:00 AM Bishop’s Council Meeting     Woodside Center 
1:00 PM Diocesan Council Lunch Meeting   Woodside Center 
5:00 PM Assembly Registration opens    Woodside Center 
5:30 PM Missions Dinner and Mini-retreat    Woodside Center 
6:00 PM Reception and Becoming Truly Human screening Woodside Center 
 [hot hors d’oeuvres] 
10:00 PM Assembly Registration closes    Woodside Center 
 

Tuesday, October 8 
 
7:00 AM Hierarchical Divine Liturgy    Archangel Michael Church 
 
9:00 AM Breakfast       Woodside Center 
9:00 AM Assembly Registration opens    Woodside Center 
10:00 AM Assembly Registration closes    Woodside Center 
 
 
10:00 AM Plenary Session I     Woodside Center 
 Call to Order 
 Credentials Report 
 Election of Presidium 
 Election of Secretariat 
 Appointment of Nominating Committee 
 Appointment of Resolutions Committee 
 Appointment of Tellers 
 
 Address of the His Grace, Bishop Paul 
 

Chancellor’s Report 
 
Chicago Deanery Report 
Cleveland Deanery Report 
Indianapolis Deanery Report 
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Kansas City Deanery Report 
Michigan Deanery Report 
Minneapolis Deanery Report 
 
Metropolitan Council Representatives’ Report 
Missions Committee Report 
St. Macrina Late Vocations Program Report 
Mother Maria of Paris Charitable Ministry Report 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Auditors’ Report 
 
12:30 PM Lunch       Woodside Center 
 
1:30 PM Plenary Session II     Woodside Center 

Credentials Report 
 Nominating Committee Report 

Elections 
 
 Christ the Savior Church in Chicago / Diocesan Property 
 
 2020 Budget Presentation 
 

Resolutions Committee Report & Discussion 
Resolutions Disposition 

 
Unfinished Business 
 How is percentage formula working? 

 New Business 
  50th Autocephaly Celebration 
 

Election Results 
 
Adjournment & Installation 

 
 
 
N.B.:  If possible, return flights should be scheduled no earlier than 6:30 PM. 
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57TH ASSEMBLY OF THE DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST

Archangel Michael Social Center, Lansing, Illinois  •  9-10 October  2018

I. OPENING.

The Assembly opened with the singing of “O Heavenly King” at 10:40 a.m., after which His Grace, Bishop Paul, called
the Assembly to order.

II. PLENARY SESSION ONE CREDENTIALS.

One Bishop, 49 clergy delegates, 38 lay delegates, two observers, three attached deacons, and one guest, for a total of
94 participants.

III. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS, APPOINTMENTS.

Archpriest John Zdinak, Chancellor, moved, on behalf of the Diocesan Council, that the following appointments be made:
•  Presidium:  Bishop Paul and Father Zdinak.
•  Secretariat:  Archpriest John Matusiak, Ellyn Gillette, and Philip Sokolov.
•  Nominating Committee:  Archpriests Dusan Koprivica and Andrew Clements and Carrie Sabourin.
•  Resolutions Committee [no resolutions submitted]: Archpriest Theodore Bobosh, Priest Nicholas Finley and Robert

Graban.
•  Tellers:  Deacons, chaired by the senior Deacon.  The Deacons also will be responsible for Credentials.

IV. ADDRESS OF BISHOP PAUL.

Bishop Paul delivered his address, in which he focused on three main areas: support of clergy, parishes and missions;
family support; and youth events.
In response  to enquiries about the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the USA, Bishop Paul expressed
concern that the most recent meeting had the lowest attendance in nine years and, with only 25 bishops in attendance,
failed to achieve the quorum of 27.  In addition, Bishop Paul was discouraged by the fact that of the 14 Assembly
committees, 10 are non-functioning.  He also noted that one of the major obstacles for the committees is securing
sufficient funding for their activities.  He added that we need to continue to strive for unity at the episcopal and
congregational levels.
In response to a question regarding Canon 28 of the Council of Chalcedon, Bishop Paul responded that this had not
been brought up for discussion.

V. CHANCELLOR’S REPORT.

Father Zdinak stated that 2018 marks his 15th year as Chancellor, having been appointed by Archbishop Job.  He enjoys
working with Bishop Paul because “things get done.”
He announced that Father Koprivica is now Dean of the Michigan Deanery, while Archpriest Alexander Kuchta now
serves as Dean of the Chicago Deanery.
With regard to Christ the Savior Church, Chicago, he noted that progress continues to be made with regard to the
parish taking over the property from the Diocese.

VI. DEANERY REPORTS.

There were no additions to the reports submitted by the Chicago, Indianapolis, Kansas City and Michigan Deaneries.
Father Clements, Dean of the Cleveland Deanery, added that Bishop Paul visited the clergy at Saint Vladimir’s FOCA
Camp in Green Township, OH, and that Guide One Insurance delivered presentations to Deanery parishes on ways to
deal with terrorists on Church premises.  He also noted that Priest Jacob Van Sickle had moved out of the Deanaery
and is now Acting Rector of the Protection of the Virgin Mary Church, Merrillville, IN.
Archpriest Paul Wesche, Dean of the Minneapolis Deanery, added that Archpriest Vladimir Lecko is suffering from
terminal cancer.

VII. METROPOLITAN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT.

The report stands as submitted.  Mr. Graban thanked Father Alexander Kuchta for his participation on the Metropolitan
Council as his term expires this year.

VIII. MISSION DIRECTOR’S REPORT.

Archpriest Thomas Mueller reported that Priest Esteban Vazquez is initiating outreach to the Spanish-speaking community
through Saint Panteleimon Church, Summit, IL, of which he is Rector.  Mission funds are being used to provide full
compensation for Father Esteban, who is a native of Puerto Rico.  Making the parish more visible to the wider
community is a priority, and the regular celebration of Vespers in Spanish will commence in late October.  Father Esteban
requested support in this ministry from Spanish-speaking Orthodox Christians in the Chicago area.

IX. CATECHETICAL AND DIACONAL VOCATIONS DIRECTOR’S REPORT.

In addition to his written report, Archpriest Elijah Mueller encouraged enrollment in the Saint Macrina Institute program.
X. DIOCESAN BYLAWS REVISION PRESENTATION.

Archpriest Alexander Garklavs opened by identifying and correcting typographical errors in the Bylaws Committee’s
written report.  After a brief discussion on the use of the phrase “at the pleasure of,” he recommended that the use of
this phrase be retained.  Father Zdinak moved and seconded, on behalf of the Diocesan Council, that the proposed
revised Bylaws, as amended to correct the typos, be adopted by the Assembly.  The motion carried unanimously.
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57TH MIDWEST DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY  •  9-10 October 2018  2

XI. REVIEW OF ELECTION PROCESS.

Father Zdinak reviewed the election process, noting the need to elect two clergy and two laypersons to the Diocesan
Council, one clergy representative to the Metropolitan Council, and one Audit Committee member.  He explained that
the two individuals receiving the most votes will be elected, while the individuals receiving the third highest number of
votes would serve as alternates.  He added that candidates must be present at this Assembly and that individuals may
nominate themselves.
The first plenary session concluded at 12:03 p.m.

XII. PLENARY SESSION TWO CREDENTIALS.

One Bishop, one guest Bishop, 49 clergy delegates, 37 lay delegates, two observers, three attached deacons, and one
guest, for a total of 94 participants.

XIII. PRESENTATION BY HIS GRACE, BISHOP NEOPHYTOS OF NYERI AND MOUNT KENYA.

His Grace, Bishop Neophytos, thanked the Diocese for its generous donation of motorbikes for the clergy of his
Diocese.  He explained that they are the primary means of transportation for his 55 priests who serve 64 parishes.  He
shared a variety of anecdotes describing the life and needs of the Church in Kenya, and asked for ongoing prayers,
love and support.

XIV. PRESENTATION BY THE ORTHODOX CHURCH CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND [OCCIF].

John Della Monica, OCCIF Board President, and Matushka Kitty Vitko, OCCIF Board Director, presented a video about
the Capital Improvement Fund and explained how the program works to the benefit of parish communities.  The video and
a wealth of information on OCCIF’s offerings is available online at www.occif.org.

XV. RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT.

On behalf of the committee, Father Zdinak reported that there were no resolutions.
XVI. OPEN DISCUSSION.

Bishop Paul requested feedback regarding the length and format of this year’s Assembly and invited questions and
comments from the floor.
Several questions were addressed to Bishop Neophytos regarding medical needs in his Diocese.  He stated that one
of his goals is to raise funds to establish a medical clinic, which would cost an estimated $200,000.00.  Some delegates
opined that this would be a possible fundraising opportunity for our Diocese.  Bishop Paul observed that should he bless
this proposal, someone must be willing to oversee the fundraising and to develop creative ways to secure donations
without relying on parishes as the primary source of funding.  Priest Jonathan Lincoln volunteered to lead a fundraising
team, for which there were several interested individuals.  Subsequently, Bishop Paul gave his blessing to the effort and
requested that a plan be presented at the next meetings of the Bishop’s Council and Diocesan Council November 28-29,
2018.  He reemphasized that the effort to raise funds should reach an audience beyond our parishes.  He asked that the
fundraising team define the scope of the medical clinic, and recommended that they engage Archpriest Christopher Rowe
of the Orthodox Christian Mission Center as a consulting resource person.
Dennis Garlick suggested that a collection be taken at the Assembly to replenish the $3,000.00 Bishop Neophytos
reported to have expended for the surgery of a priest’s wife in his Diocese.  By the end of the day, $1,962.00 had been
collected.
Bishop Paul announced that Carrie Sabourin and her committee will submit a proposal at the next Diocesan Council
meeting with regard to redesigning the Diocesan website so that it is more “user friendly.”  Earlier, a summary of the
messaging strategy had been delivered to the Diocesan Council.
The second plenary session concluded at 4:46 p.m.

XVII. PLENARY SESSION THREE CREDENTIALS.

The third plenary session opened on Wednesday, October 10, at 9:37 a.m.  In attendance were one Bishop, 46 clergy
delegates, 35 lay delegates, and three attached deacons, for a total of 85 participants.

XVIII. TREASURER’S REPORT.

Robert Koncel, Treasurer, reviewed financial highlights for 2017 and January through June 2018, as reflected in his written
report.  Upon motion by Archpriest Paul Jannakos, second by Father Rowe, the report was accepted as submitted.

XIX. AUDITORS’ REPORT.

The written report stands as submitted.  Upon motion by the Audit Committee, seconded by Robert Graban, the report
was accepted as submitted.

XX. 2019 BUDGET.

Mr. Koncel offered a detailed review of forecasted expenses by category, noting that the position of a keleinik to assist
Bishop Paul had been added to the budget.  In addition, he noted that the Special Projects Fund in the proposed budget
will allow Bishop Paul to implement new programs and ministries.
Simeon Morbey, Stewardship Committee Chair, reviewed the forecasted income, which is based on proportional giving.
The proposed percentage – 13% of each parish’s adjusted income – replaces the former parish per capita assessment
system.  The 2019 budgeted income is based on the 2017 year-end data submitted by parishes.  Moving forward, the
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57TH MIDWEST DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY  •  9-10 October 2018  3

proportional giving income for each fiscal year will be based on the parishes’ annual financials one year behind.  The
Diocese will continue to invoice parishes on a monthly basis as computed in the 13% proportional giving amount.
Parishes unable to meet their payments may appeal to the Finance Committee, the members of which will review all
appeals and provided facts to Bishop Paul, who will make all final decisions in this regard.
Father Zdinak added that the 2019 balanced budget is based on the best data available and that we really will not know
the final income until 31 December 2019 since the extent of any appeals remain unknown at this time.
Father Zdinak moved and seconded on behalf of the Diocesan Council to accept the 2019 budget, which passed
unanimously.

XXI. ELECTION RESULTS.

Archpriest James Dank and Priest Benjamin Tucci were elected as clergy members of the Diocesan Council, with Priest
Andrew Bartek serving as alternate.
Mary Ann Bobulsky and Simeon Morbey were elected as lay members of the Diocesan Council, with Will Romanchek
serving as alternate.
Archpriest Alexander Garklavs was elected as representative to the Metropolitan Council, with Archpriest Elijah Mueller
serving as alternate.
Bishop Paul appointed Sam Jacob to the Audit Committee in light of the fact that there were no nominations for the
position.

XXII. ADJOURNMENT.

There being no further business, and upon motion by Frank Tkacz, second by Archpriest Andrew Yavornitzky, the
Assembly adjourned at 11:33 a.m. with the singing of the Hymn to the Theotokos.

Respectfully submitted by the Secretariat,
Ellyn Gillette
Philip Sokolov
Edited by Archpriest John Matusiak, Seccretary
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MEETING OF THE DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF THE DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST
Munster, Indiana  •  8 October 2018

I. OPENING.
The meeting of the Diocesan Council, convened at the True BBQ & Whiskey Bar, Munster, IN at 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
8 October 2018, opened with the singing of “O Heavenly King” led by His Grace, Bishop Paul.

II. ATTENDANCE.
In addition to Bishop Paul, Council members in attendance included Archpriest John Zdinak, Chancellor; Robert Koncel,
Treasurer; Archpriests John Adamcio and James Dank; Priests Nicholas Finley and Herman Kincaid; Protodeacon
George Potym; and Dennis Garlick, Ellyn Gillette, Robert Graban, Simeon Morbey and Carrie Sabourin.  Bishop’s Council
members in attendance included Archpriests Andrew Clements, Timothy Sawchak, Dusan Koprivica and Paul Wesche.
Also in attendance was Philip Sokolov, Bishop Paul’s Secretary.

III. SCRIPTURE READINGS.
Mr. Graban read the day’s selection from the Epistles – Philippians 2:12-15 -- while Father Dank read the day’s Gospel
reading – Luke 7:36-50.  Bishop Paul offered a reflection on the Epistle reading.

IV. BISHOP’S REPORT.
Bishop Paul reported that between 29 June and the first week in August, he participated in the 19th All-American
Council and the Small Parish Forum and visited three regional camps, in addition to his parish visits.  He also attended
the 50th Anniversary of the Monastery of the Transfiguration, Ellwood City, PA.  In September he continued his
parish visits and attended the Fall Session of the Metropolitan Council.  He spoke most positively about his
experiences at the three camps he visited.
With regard to the All-American Council, he opined that all went quite well, and that the presentation by youth
participants was a highlight of the week.
Bishop Paul observed that, while we all “want more” from Syosset, doing so puts additional responsibilites on a
smaller Chancery staff funded with less money.  He also reported that His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon has accepted
the resignations of the OCA Chancellor, Secretary and Treasurer.  A new team will be in place by the start of the new
year.
Bishop Paul shared his excitement with regard to the recently launched Family Website, for which he writes a weekly
reflection and invites guest articles.  He also spoke of the third livestream, held on the eve of this meeting, which
generated a lively discussion on “Teen Realities.”  Another virtual youth retreat is slated to be held in mid-November,
linking youth at six locations throughout the diocese for a discussion with His Grace.
Father Adamcio, now retired and ineligible to run for reelection, was thanked for his many years of service as a
member of the Diocesan Council.

V. CHANCELLOR’S REPORT.
Father Zdinak discussed a number of matters concerning the Assembly.  The registration table is being handled by
Saint Mary’s Parish, Merrillville, IN.  Appointed to the Assembly Secretariat were Archpriest John Matusiak, Philip
Sokolov and Ellyn Gillette.  Father Koprivica will chair the Nominating Committee, of which Father Clements, Mr.
Garlick and Ms. Sabourin will serve as members.  The Resolution Committee, which will be chaired by Archpriest
Theodore Bobosh, will include Father Finley and Mr. Graban.  Attending deacons will handle credentials and serve as
tellers.
Father John offered updates on the following matters.
A. Bylaws Revision.  The Bylaws Revision was approved by the Diocesan Council by e-vote prior to the meeting,

with all but one yea vote.  The proposed Revision will be presented at the Assembly.
B. Budget.  The budget was discussed briefly.  Father Zdinak noted that the addition of a keleinik appears in the

budget, with remuneration of $15.00 per hour.  The keleinik will travel with Bishop Paul, work in the office two days
each week as the “compliance officer” responsible for tracking information received from parishes, and fulfill
related duties.

C. Proportional Giving.  By way of background, in 2012 the Diocesan Assembly mandated the study of proportional
giving.  Bishop Paul appointed Mr. Morbey to head a task force charged with overseeing this study.  At this year’s
Assembly, delegates will vote on embracing a 13% tithe, which will replace the former per capita assessment.  He
explained that we have not raised the per capita assessment since 2009.  With regard to the new system, parishes
would submit their financial numbers using a form similar or identical to the percentage calculation form which the
task force has been using to gather data since 2012.  The Diocese will send out invoices based on each parish’s most
recently reported numbers -- i.e., from two years ago.  Bishop Paul will further articulate this matter in his Assembly
address.

VI. TREASURER’S REPORT.
Mr. Koncel opened by explaining that the Special Projects Fund, the balance of which currently stands at $48,575.89,
could be used for property maintenance, youth programs, or any number of other projects that may arise.
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DIOCESAN COUNCIL MEETING  •  8 OCTOBER 2018  •  2

In response to a question concerning why the budget has been increased by $200,000.00, Mr. Koncel noted that, while
a breakdown will be presented at the Assembly, the bulk of the increase is reflected in the $16,500.00 increase in
Bishop Paul’s salary, the aforementioned $48,575.89 in the Special Projects Fund, and the $27,000.00 earmarked for the
keleinik.  He noted that as the Diocesan budget increases, so does the percentage due to the OCA.
Father Zdinak asked if the Finance Committee, in conjunction with Bishop Paul, can be authorized to address hardship
appeals from individual parishes.  The Diocesan Council noted that this is indeed possible.
Upon motion by Father Kincaid, seconded by Father Adamcio, the 2019 budget was accepted as presented and will be
voted on at the Assembly.

VII. MESSAGING STRATEGY REPORT.
Ms. Sabourin presented a written report in which she raised the possibility of redesigning the Diocesan website and
related issues.  After discussion, and upon motion by Mr. Morbey and Mr. Koncel, it was decided to appoint a task force
to explore options for said redesign, including social media, and bring its findings to the Diocesan Council.  Appointed
to organize this effort were Father Kincaid and Ms. Sabourin.  Other possible task force members include Archpriest John
Schroedel, Priest Joel Wilson, and Stacy Sennott.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT.
The next meeting of the Diocesan Council will be held November 28-29, 2018.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m. with the singing of the Hymn to the Theotokos.

Respectfully submitted,
Mr. Philip Sokolov with Archpriest John Matusiak, Diocesan Secretary
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MEETING OF THE DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF THE DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST
Holiday Inn Midway, Chicago, Illinois • 29 November 2018

I. OPENING.
The meeting of the Diocesan Council, convened at the Holiday Inn Midway, Chicago, IL at 10:12 a.m. on Thursday,
29 November 2018, opened with the singing of “O Heavenly King” led by His Grace, Bishop Paul.

II. ATTENDANCE.
In addition to Bishop Paul, Council members in attendance included Archpriest John Zdinak, Chancellor; Robert
Koncel, Treasurer; Archpriests James Dank and Alexander Garklavs; Priests Nicholas Finley, Herman Kincaid, and
Benjamin Tucci; Protodeacon George Potym; and Mary Ann Bobulsky, Ellyn Gillette, Robert Graban, Simeon
Morbey, and Carrie Sabourin. Bishop’s Council members in attendance included Archpriests Theodore Bobosh,
Andrew Clements, Alexander Kuchta, Timothy Sawchak, and Paul Wesche.
Also in attendance was Philip Sokolov, Bishop Paul’s Secretary.
Absent were Archpriest John Matusiak, Secretary, and Dennis Garlick.

III. SCRIPTURE READINGS.
Mary Ann Bobulsky read the day’s selection from the Epistles – 1 Timothy 6:17-21 – while Ellyn Gillette read the
day’s Gospel reading – Luke 20:9-18. Bishop Paul and Fathers Zdinak, Wesche and Tucci offered reflections on the
Epistle’s passages, “avoid the godless chatter” and “the life which is life indeed.”

IV. REVIEW OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING AND ASSEMBLY.
Father Zdinak, on behalf of the Diocesan Council, noted two revisions to the minutes as presented, which were then
accepted as revised upon motion by Mr. Graban and Father Finley.

V. BISHOP PAUL’S REPORT.
Bishop Paul reported that the virtual youth retreat held 16 November 2018 was very successful, and the technology
employed was greatly improved after the first effort. There were ample groups from Chicago, Minneapolis and
Kansas City. Bishop Paul raised the possibility of holding the next retreat during the day on a Saturday, which could
increase participation. He shared his hope that a Diocesan Youth Liaison will soon be engaged.
Bishop Paul stated that he is very happy with the Family Website, to which new content is continually being added.
It was announced that Mason Baker will serve as Bishop Paul’s keleinik [driver and subdeacon]. He will be working
two days each week [12 hours] as the “Compliance Clerk” and will accompany Bishop Paul on about 75% of his
weekend trips.

VI. CHANCELLOR’S REPORT.
Father Zdinak reported on his work with Chicago’s Christ the Savior Church in the ongoing property transition
process.

VII. DEANERY REPORTS.
A. Chicago Deanery. Father Kuchta reported on the situation of Saint Elizabeth Mission, Chesterton, IN. The

faithful look forward to Archpriest William Bass’ return.
B. Cleveland Deanery. Father Clements reported on the transition at Saint Gregory of Nyssa Church,

Columbus, OH.
Priest Matthew Moriak has completed his CPE training and has acquired a full-time position. Priest Stephen
Frase will become the parish’s Rector.
With regard to Saints Peter and Paul Church, Lakewood, OH, the faithful expressed their wish to have
Archpriest Yaroslav Stebelskyy, who has been serving as a supply priest, to be named Rector. Bishop Paul
noted that he wishes to see the parish adopt the uniform Bylaws first.
Father Clements related the untimely deaths of Protodeacon Dennis and Helen Lucak, for whom all remain
in mourning.

C. Indianapolis Deanery. Father Bobosh reported that during 2019, Bishop Paul will likely ordain deacons for
Dayton and Indianapolis. In January 2019, a Deanery teleconference with Bishop Paul will be held to
discuss the role of deacons in the parish. It was requested that the proceedings be recorded and made
available in the future.

D. Kansas City Deanery. Father Sawchak reported on his visit, with Bishop Paul, to Saint Michael Church,
Saint Louis, MO, with regard to a possible transition involving Archpriest Christopher Phillips. He added
words of deep gratitude for Father Christopher’s efforts in the parish, especially with regard to the physical
repairs made to the parish property.
Father Sawchak further reported that Archpriest Andrew Moore of Saint Thomas Church, Springfield, MO,
will be relocating to Great Falls, MT on 1 March 2019 due to his wife’s job transfer.

E. Minneapolis Deanery. Father Wesche reported that Holy Resurrection Mission, Fargo, ND and Saint
Elizabeth Mission, Saint Paul, MN should be ready to transition to parish status in the next few years. A
building has been acquired in Fargo where, under the leadership of Priest William Rettig, the community
was “bursting at the seams” in its former location. Under the leadership of Archpriest Marc Boulos, Saint
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Elizabeth’s also has purchaed a new church building.
Father Wesche added that Saint Peter the Aleut Church, Minot, ND is striving for greater visibility under the
leadership of Archpriest Stacey Richter, as is Saint Nicholas Mission, Pella, IA, where Archpriest Bartholomew
Wojcik is Rector. Three Holy Hierarchs Mission, Dundas, MN, has moved into a new building, although a
number of faithful members have moved out of the area. He also offered an update on Holy Myrrhbearers
Chapel, Saint Cloud, MN. Father Wesche also commended Priest Hermann Klarr for his excellent work at
Holy Assumption Church, Lublin, WI.
With regard to FOCUS Minnesota, Father Wesche reported that under the leadership of Matushka Vera
Proctor, property has been acquired. FOCUS provides free hot meals and clothing to the neighborhood,
maintains a mobile clinic, and is working in partnership with local Native American communities.

VIII. METROPOLITAN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT.
Mr. Graban reported that Archpriest Alexander Rentel has been appointed Chancellor of the Orthodox Church in
America, effective 1 January 2019. A search for a new Treasurer was recently opened and announced on the OCA
website. Archpriest Eric G. Tosi, Secretary, will remain in his position until after Pascha 2019. He added that His
Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon wanted the new Chancellor to be part of the selection process for the other two
officer positions.

VIX. TREASURER’S REPORT.
Mr. Koncel reported that diocesan income and expenses are in line with the budget.
There was some discussion of the possibility of using the “Archbishop Job Memorial Scholarship Fund” to help
send prospective students to seminary open houses. Bishop Paul stressed the importance of identifying candidates
for theological study. Father Kincaid opined that perhaps the Fund could be used to sponsor local events to foster
educational opportunities, such as choir director workshops. Father Tucci was asked to develop a protocol for
allocating said funds.

X. DIOCESAN WEBSITE.
Carrie Sabourin reported that the idea was to “start from scratch,” for which she requested a budget of $10,000.00 to
$15,000.00. Archpriest John Shroedel offered to host the site and help with technical details. Priest Joel Wilson and
Phil Tesar both have proposals that are being considered. The goal is to begin the project after the new year and
complete all tasks by the end of June. Mr. Graban suggested consulting with the OCA Chancery and the Dioceses
of the South and the West, as well as our current host, Orthodox Web Solutions.
The meeting reconvened at 12:27 p.m. after a break for lunch.

XI. STEWARDSHIP WORKING GROUP REPORT.
Mr. Morbey reviewed the Parish Proportional Giving Policy. He clarified that “Restricted Money” refers to
donations designated “by the donor.” It was agreed that the annual deadline for Parish Financial Worksheets be set
for 1 July. Upon motion by Father Tucci, seconded by Mary Ann Bobulsky, the Policy was approved as presented.
Upon motion by Father Finley, seconded by Father Dank, the Stewardship Working Group was dissolved. Father
Zdinak thanked Mr. Morbey and his coworkers for their excellent work.

XII. KENYA FUNDRAISER REPORT.
In a written report, Priest Jonathan Lincoln noted that we cannot raise funds for Kenya if they do not have a definite
plan in place to build the medical center, which of necessity should include a targeted sum required to initiate and
complete the project. Bishop Paul shared his concern with regard to the sustainability of the clinic, especially with
regard to ongoing staffing. Father Zdinak suggested that we address His Grace, Bishop Neofitos’ concern with
helping to provide general financial support to his clergy. It was the unanimous opinion of those present that the
Diocese of the Midwest should not build the medical clinic. Bishop Paul noted that he wishes the fundraising team
under Father Lincoln’s leadership remain intact in order to address future charitable work and projects.

XIII. NEW BUSINESS.
Upon motion by Father Kincaid, seconded by Father Dank, it was decided that in light of the recent report of the
OCA Treasurer, the Diocese of the Midwest recommends that the surplus from the 19th All-American Council be
used to defray the cost of delegates from Alaska and Mexico and the Youth Program at the 20th All-American
Council. The Diocesan Council also expressed its deep gratitude to the Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church,
Madison, IL for its exemplary “ground work” for the 19th All-American Council.

XIV. NEXT MEETING.
The date for the next meeting of the Diocesan Council was set for 21 May 2019.

XV. ADJOURNMENT.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned upon motion by Mr. Morbey, seconded by Mr. Graban, at
2:11 p.m. with the singing of the Hymn to the Theotokos.

Respectfully submitted,
Mr. Philip Sokolov with Archpriest John Matusiak, Diocesan Secretary
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58th	Diocesan	Assembly	
Elections	Information	

	
The	following	is	a	list	of	the	current	members	of	the	Diocesan	Council,	Metropolitan	Council	
Representatives	and	Auditing	Committee.		The	list	indicates	their	current	term	expiration.	
	
Term	of	Office	for	Elected	Members	is	three	(3)	years.	
	
This	year	we	will	elect:	
	
	 One	(1)	Clergy	Members	Diocesan	Council	
	 Two	(2)	Lay	Members	Diocesan	Council	
	 One	(1)	Lay	Member	Metropolitan	Council	
	 One	(1)	Member	Audit	Committee	
	

Current	Elected	Members	
	

Diocesan	Council	Members	
	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	Term	Expiration	 	Eligible	for	Re-election	
Archpriest	James	Dank		 	 	 2021	 	 	 NO	
Priest	Nicholas	Finley	 	 	 	 2019	 	 	 NO	
Priest	Herman	Kincaid		 	 	 2020	 	 	 YES	
Protodeacon	George	Potym	 	 	 2020	 	 	 YES	
Priest	Benjamin	Tucci	 	 	 	 2021	 	 	 YES	
	
	 	 	
Ms.	Mary	Ann	Bobulsky	 	 	 2021	 	 	 YES	
Mr.	Dennis	Garlick	 	 	 	 2019	 	 	 NO	
Ms.	Ellyn	Gillette	 	 	 	 2019	 	 	 YES	
Mr.	Simeon	Morbey	 	 	 	 2021	 	 	 NO	
Ms.	Carrie	Sabourin	 	 	 	 2020	 	 	 YES	
	
	

Metropolitan	Council	Representatives	
	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	Term	Expiration	 		
Archpriest	Alexander	Garklavs		 	 2021	 	 	 YES	 	 	 	
Mr.	Robert	Graban	 	 	 	 2019	 	 	 YES	

	
 

Auditing	Committee	
	
Name	 	 	 	 	 	Term	Expiration	 		
Mr.	Samuel	Jacob	 	 	 	 2021	 	 	 YES	 	 	
Mr.	Frank	Tkacz	 	 	 	 2019	 	 	 YES	
Ms.	Judi	Wienclaw	 	 	 	 2020	 	 	 YES	
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DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST –  Orthodox Church in America 

58TH DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY 

OCTOBER 7-8, 2019,  BROADVIEW HEIGHTS, OHIO 

	
	

RESOLUTION	FORM	
	
TITLE	of	RESOLUTION:		
	
ORIGIN	of	RESOLUTION:	
	
RESOLUTION	TEXT	(a	printed	copy	of	the	resolution	may	be	attached	to	this	form).	
	
BE	IT	RESOLVED	THAT:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Instructions	for	Submitting	Resolution:	
	

- Prior	to	Session	One	
email	to	chancery@domoca.org	

	 	 	 	
- Tuesday	of	the	Assembly	

hand	hardcopy	to	elected	Resolutions	Committee	member	
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Diocese	of	the	Midwest	

	

Diocesan	Bylaws	
	

Preamble	

	

	

	

	 The	Diocese	of	the	Midwest	is	a	body	of	parishes,	mission	parishes,	chapels	

and	other	institutions	within	a	geographic	territory	defined	by	the	Holy	Synod	of	

Bishops	of	The	Orthodox	Church	in	America.			As	an	integral	part	of	The	Orthodox	

Church	in	America	the	Diocese	is	subject	to	the	canonical	rulings,	directives	and	

decisions	of	the	Holy	Synod	of	Bishops	and	the	Statute	of	The	Orthodox	Church	in	

America.		The	Diocese	is	also	subject	to	the	laws	of	the	United	States	of	America	and	

the	State	of	Illinois	as	they	pertain	to	not-for-profit	religious	corporations,	and	to	

the	laws	of	those	states	in	which	it	operates.	

	

	 Orthodox	canonical	tradition	stipulates	that	diocesan	life	and	welfare	is	

contingent	upon	an	appointed	Bishop.		The	Diocese	of	the	Midwest	is	under	the	

authority	of	a	Diocesan	Bishop	(or	Archbishop),	who	is	nominated	by	the	Diocese	

and	elected	as	such	by	the	Holy	Synod	of	Bishops	of	The	Orthodox	Church	in	

America.		His	title	is	“Bishop	(or	Archbishop)	of	Chicago	and	the	Midwest.”			Working	

together	with	his	clergy	and	laity,	the	Bishop	regularly	calls	and	oversees	gatherings	

of	the	Diocesan	Assembly	and	periodic	meetings	of	the	Diocesan	Council.		He	also	

consults	and	obtains	assistance	from	Diocesan	Officers,	the	Bishop’s	Council	of	

Diocesan	Deans,	the	Presbyter’s	Council	as	well	as	professional	and	legal	specialists	

as	needed.	

	

	

	

Article	I	–	Definitions	

	

	 These	words,	as	used	in	these	Diocesan	Bylaws,	shall	have	the	following	

meanings:	

	

	 a.		“Bishop”	means	the	Diocesan	Hierarch,	that	is	the	Bishop	or	Archbishop	of	

the	Diocese	of	the	Midwest.		His	title	is	“of	Chicago	and	the	Midwest.”			In	the	event		

of	his	absence,	or	a	vacancy	in	the	office,	the	authority	of	the	Bishop	will	be	

conducted	by	a	Locum	Tenens	and	a	Diocesan	Administrator,	appointed	by	the		
Metropolitan	and/or	the	Holy	Synod	of	The	Orthodox	Church	in	America.	

	 b.		“Diocese”	means	the	Diocese	of	the	Midwest.	

	 c.		“Assembly”	means	the	Diocesan	Assembly.	

d.		“Council”	means	the	Diocesan	Council.		
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	 e.		“Parish”	means	both	the	parish	as	local	Eucharistic	community	of	The	

Orthodox	Church	in	America	and	as	the	corporate	body	organized	and	existing		

under	the	laws	of	a	particular	state.	

	 f.		“Rector”	means	the	Parish	Priest	who	is	the	Priest	in	charge	and	presides		

over	all	liturgical	and	administrative	duties	in	a	Parish.	

	 g.		“Statute”	means	the	Statute	of	The	Orthodox	Church	in	America,	adopted	

at	the	Second	All-American	Council	of	The	Orthodox	Church	in	America	held	in	

October,	1971	and	revised	by	the	Eighteenth	All-American	Council	held	in	July,	

2015,	effective	November	1,	2015,	as	amended	by	subsequent	All-American		

Councils.	

	 h.		“Bylaws”	means	these	Diocesan	Bylaws.	

	

Article	II	–	The	Diocese	

	

	 The	Diocese	is	comprised	of	the	Deaneries,	Parishes,	Monasteries	and	other	

Institutions	within	the	geography	territory	as	delineated	by	the	Holy	Synod	of	

Bishops	at	the	Spring,	1978	meeting.		The	geographic	territory	of	the	Diocese	

currently	encompasses	the	said	separate	bodies	within	the	States	of	Illinois,	Indiana,	

Ohio,	Michigan,	Missouri,	Iowa,	Wisconsin,	Minnesota,	Kansas,	North	Dakota	and		

South	Dakota.	

	

The	administration	of	the	Diocese	is	conducted	by	the	Bishop	together	with	

the	Diocesan	Officers.		They	fulfill	and	implement	the	resolutions	of	the	Diocesan	

Assembly	and	Diocesan	Council.		Assisting	the	Bishop	is	the	Bishop’s	Council,		

consisting	of	the	Chancellor	and	Diocesan	Deans.				

	

The	Diocese	is	a	non-profit	corporation	chartered	under	the	laws	of	the	State	

of	Illinois,	incorporated	on	December	23,	1970	as	“The	Orthodox	Church	in	America,	

Diocese	of	Chicago	and	Minneapolis.”		On	May	25,	1979	the	name	was	changed	to	

“The	Orthodox	Church	in	America	Diocese	of	the	Midwest.”		The	corporate	officers	

of	the	Diocese	are:		the	Bishop,	the	Diocesan	Chancellor,	the	Diocesan	Secretary	and	

the	Diocesan	Treasurer.			Their	respective	duties	and	responsibilities	are	defined	in	

Article	IV.	

	

At	present,	the	Diocesan	Office	is	at	927	N.	LaSalle	Blvd.,	Chicago,	IL	60610.		

Relocation	of	the	Office	is	subject	to	decisions	of	the	Bishop	and	the	Council.	

	

	

	

Article	III	–	The	Bishop	

	

1.	 The	basis,	functions	and	scope	of	responsibilities	of	the	Bishop	are	defined	in	

	 Article	VIII	of	the	Statute.		In	addition,	and	in	specific	regard	to	the	Diocese,	

	 the	Bishop	shall:	
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a. be	keeper	of	the	Diocesan	seal;	

b. appoint	a	Chancellor,	a	Secretary,	and	a	Treasurer	with	the	consensus	
of	the	Council,	who	shall	perform	such	duties	as	assigned	to	them	by	

the	Bishop,	the	Assembly,	and	the	Council.		Additional	positions	may	

be	designated	by	the	Bishop	and	Council	to	ensure	the	efficient		

administration	of	the	Diocese;	

c. preside	at	the	Assembly	and	at	Council	meetings.		The	Bishop	may		
appoint	a	Vice	Chair(s)	at	Assemblies	and	Council	meetings;	and	

d. fulfill	other	responsibilities	and	exercise	his	authority	in	accordance	
with	the	Statute.	

	

2.												In	the	event	that	the	office	of	Bishop	is	declared	vacant	by	the	Holy		 			 	

	 		Synod	of	Bishops	as	described	in	Statute,	Article	VIII,	Section	5:

	

a.					A	new	Bishop	is	nominated	and	elected	in	accordance	with					

								the	process	described	in	Article	VIII,	Sections	6	and	7	of	the	Statute.							

								Qualifications	for	candidates	for	the	episcopate	are	enumerated	in	

		these	sections	of	the	Statute.		

	 							b.						When	the	office	of	the	Bishop	is	vacant,	the	Chancellor		shall	 	 			

	 	 			safeguard	the	particular	patrimony	of	the	Diocese	until	a	new		

	 																	Bishop	is	elected.	

	

Article	IV	–	Diocesan	Officers		

	

					1.				The	corporate	officers	of	the	Diocese	are:	

a. Bishop	as	President;	

b. Chancellor	as	Vice	President;	

c. Diocesan	Secretary	as	Secretary;	and	

d. Diocesan	Treasurer	as	Treasurer.

2.				The	Bishop		(see	Article	III	above).	

	

3.				The	Chancellor	shall:	

a. 	act	as	a	liaison	between	the	Bishop,	Council,	deans,	clergy,		
parishes,	departments	and	committees;	

b. 	implement	as	necessary	the	decisions	of	the	Bishop,	Assembly,	and		
Council;	and	

c. coordinate,	under	the	direction	of	the	Bishop,	the	operation	of	the	
Chancery	office	and	the	administration	of	the	Diocese.
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4.					The	Secretary	shall:	

a. keep	an	accurate	record	of	all	Council	meetings	and	all	Assemblies;	

b. notify	all	parishes	of	all	such	meetings;	and	

c. perform	such	other	duties	as	may	be	assigned	by	the	Bishop,	
Chancellor,	the	Assembly	and	the	Council.	

5.	 The	Treasurer	shall:	

a. oversee	the	receipt,	safekeeping,	and	proper	disbursement	of	all	
money	and	other	property	of	the	Diocese	entrusted	into	his/her	care,		

according	to	the	direction	of	the		Assembly	or	Council;

d. provide	a	financial	statement	at	the	Assembly	and	at	such	other	times	
as	may	be	requested	by	the	Council.		The	annual	financial	statement	

shall	be	audited	and	certified	by	Diocesan	auditors;	

	

e. keep	a	complete	account	of	the	finances	of	the	Diocese	on	books		
which	shall	be	and	remain	the	property	of	the	Diocese;		

		

f. perform	other	duties	as	may	be	assigned	by	the	Bishop,	Chancellor,	

and/on	are	decisions	of	the	Assembly	and/or	Council,	and	

	

g. be	assisted	and	advised	by	the	Diocesan	Finance	Committee,	appointed	
by	the	Bishop	and	the	Council.

	

6.					Diocesan	Officers	shall:	

					a.	 work	under	the	direct	supervision	of	the	Bishop	and	report	to	the	

	 Bishop,	Assembly	and	the	Council	of	which	they	are	ex	officio		 	
	 members;		

h. implement	the	decisions	of	the	Bishop,	Assembly	and	Council		
under	the	supervision	of	the	Bishop;			

i. ensure	the	proper	maintenance	of	both	the	active	and	archival	

records	of	the	Diocese	and	assist	parishes	and	institutions	of	the	

Diocese	in	the	proper	maintenance	of	their	own	active	and	archival		

records;		

j. execute	contracts,	not	included	in	the	Diocesan	Operating	budget,	and	

authorized	by	the	Council	with	the	signature	of	one	of	the	following:	

The	Bishop,	Chancellor,	Treasurer,	or	Secretary;	

k. establish	any	financial	accounts	with	no	less	than	two	signatures	of	
the	following:	The	Bishop,	Chancellor,	Treasurer,	or	Secretary.	
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Provided	that	proper	financial	safeguards,	with	checks	and	balances	

in	place,	payment	of	funds	may	be	made	with	one	signature.	

	

								7.					Compensation	of	the	Bishop	and	Diocesan	Officers:	

a. Salary	and	benefits,	for	the	Bishop	that	are	commensurate	with	his	
position	and	responsibilities,	a	suitable	retirement	plan,	and	a	

residence	or	a	housing	allowance,	shall	be	developed	by	the	

Chancellor	and	Diocesan	Finance	Committee,	with	input	from	the	

Bishop	and	approved	by	the	Council.		

	

b. Annual	adjustments	to	salary	and	benefits	for	the	Bishop	shall	be	
made	by	the	Diocesan	Finance	Committee	with	input	from	the	

Bishop	and	presented	to	the	Council	as	components	of	the	annual	

budget	and	approved	by	the	Assembly.		

	

c. The	Chancellor	shall	receive	salary	and	benefits	commensurate	
with	his	position	and	responsibilities	as	determined	by	the	Bishop	

and	Diocesan	Finance	Committee,	and	approved	by	the	Council	

and	Assembly	as	components	of	the	annual	budget.	

	

d. Salaries	and/or	stipends	for	officers,	deans,	and	all	other	Diocesan	
employees	shall	be	determined	by	the	Finance	Committee	with	

input	from	the	Bishop	and	Chancellor,	and	submitted		to	the	

Council	as	components	of	the	annual	budget	for	approval	by	the	

Assembly.		

	

Article	V	–	The	Diocesan	Assembly	

A. General	Provisions	

1. The	Assembly	is	the	annual	corporate	meeting	of	the	Diocese.		

It	is	the	highest	legislative	and	administrative	authority	within	

the	Diocese,	and	assists	the	Bishop	in	its	governance.		The	

Assembly	brings	together	the	various	elements	of	the	Diocese	

to	bear	witness	to	her	identity,	unity,	and	mission.	

2. The	Assembly	shall	be	conducted	as	provided	in	Article	IX	of	

the	Statute.	

3. The	composition	of	the	Assembly	shall	be	as	provided	in	

Article	IX	of	the	Statute,	except	that	the	delegates	from	each	

Parish	shall	consist	of	its	assigned	Parish	clergy,	ex	officio,	and	
an	equal	number	of	duly	elected	lay	delegates.	

4. Parishes	without	a	Rector	can,	with	the	blessing	of	the	Bishop,	

be	represented	by	the	appointed	Administrator	or	Priest	in	
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charge.		Additionally,	such	Parishes	can	be	represented	by	a	

duly	elected	lay	delegate.	

5. Parishes	who	have	not	remitted	all	of	their	financial	

obligations	determined	by	the	All-American	Council	and	by	

previous	Assemblies	are	not	entitled	to	be	represented	at	the	

Assembly.		In	cases	where	special	circumstances	precluded	the	

fulfillment	of	financial	obligations,	upon	careful	review	of	the	

situation,	exemption	to	participate	in	the	Assembly	can	be	

made	by	the	Bishop.	

6. Each	Parish	shall	assume	the	expenses	incurred	by	its	

delegates	in	attending	the	Assembly.	

B. Date	and	Location	of	the	Assembly	

1. The	Assembly	shall	meet	annually	on	dates	established	by	the	

Bishop	and/or	the	Council	and	announced	at	the	previous	

Assembly.			

2. The	Assembly	will	take	place	at	the	location	determined	by	the	

previous	Assembly,	or	if	necessary	by	the	Council.	

3. The	dates	or	location	of	the	Assembly	may	be	changed,	if	

necessary,	by	the	Bishop	and/or	the	Council.	

4. The	Bishop,	in	consultation	with	the	Council,	may	convoke	

special	assemblies	as	necessary	to	address	Diocesan	issues	

appropriate	for	assembly	consideration	that	arise	between	

Assemblies.	

5. As	provided	in	Article	VIII,	Section	7	of	the	Statute,	a	Locum	
Tenens	appointed	by	the	Metropolitan	in	the	event	of	a	vacancy	
in	the	office	of	Bishop	shall	convoke	and	preside	over	a	special	

assembly	for	the	sole	purpose	of	nominating	a	candidate	as	

Diocesan	Bishop.		The	special	assembly	shall	conduct	the	

nomination	as	provided	in	the	Statute	and	Article	III,	Section	2	

of	these	Bylaws.	

C. Voting	

1. All	resolutions	and	other	decisions	of	the	Assembly	shall	be	

approved	by	majority	vote,	except	as	otherwise	provided	for	in	

these	Bylaws.	

2. No	resolution	or	other	action	of	the	Assembly	or	of	a	special	

assembly	shall	be	effective	until	it	has	been	approved	by	the	
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Bishop,	or	by	the	Locum	Tenens	in	the	case	of	a	special	
assembly	called	for	the	sole	purpose	of	nominating	a	candidate	

as	Bishop.		Approval	or	disapproval	shall	be	announced	before	

the	adjournment	of	the	Assembly	or	special	assembly.	

D. Agenda	and	Quorum	

1. The	agenda	for	the	Assembly	shall	be	as	fixed	by	the	Council	

and	approved	by	the	Bishop,	and	shall	have	been	provided	to	

all	delegates	at	least	three	weeks	in	advance	of	the	Assembly.		

The	agenda	may	be	changed	by	vote	of	the	Assembly.	

2. The	agenda	shall	include	at	least	the	following:	

a. determination of a quorum; 

b. election	of	Assembly	officers;	

c. approval	of	the	Nominating	Committee;	

d. adoption	of	rules	of	procedure	for	the	conduct	of	business;	

e. reports;	

	f.				Auditing	Committee	report;	

g.					approval	of	the	annual	budget;	

h.				determination	of	the	annual	Diocesan	stewardship;	

i.						election	of	Council	Representatives;	

j.						election	of	Diocesan	Representatives	to	the	Metropolitan	

Council	(if	necessary);	

k.					election	of	the	Auditing	Committee;	

l.						location	of	the	next	Assembly;	and	

m.			Episcopal	approval	or	disapproval	of	resolutions	or	other	

actions	of	the	Assembly.	

3. A	majority	of	the	accredited	and	registered	members	of	the	

Assembly	shall	constitute	a	quorum.	
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E. Officers	of	the	Assembly	

1. The	Bishop,	or	an	auxiliary	Bishop	or	priest	specifically	

appointed	by	the	Bishop,	shall	be	the	presiding	officer	of	the	

Assembly.	

2. The	Assembly	may	elect	two	vice-chairpersons,	one	priest	or	

deacon	and	one	layperson,	who	shall	perform	such	functions	as	

may	be	assigned	to	them	by	the	presiding	officer.	

3. The	Secretariat	shall	consist	of	the	Secretary	of	the	Diocese,	

and	two	members	elected	by	the	Assembly.		The	Secretariat	

shall	prepare	and	sign	the	minutes	of	the	Assembly,	and	submit	

them	to	the	presiding	officer	for	his	written	acceptance	as	to	

form	and	accuracy	within	30	days	after	the	final	adjournment	

of	the	Assembly.	

F. Election	of	Diocesan	Council	Representatives	

1. The	Assembly	shall	elect	clergy	and	lay	representatives	to	

staggered	three-year	terms	on	the	Council	as	necessary	to	fill	

the	five	clergy	and	five	lay	positions	on	the	Council.	

2. The	second-place	clergy	and	lay	candidate	shall	respectively	

serve	as	alternates	who	would	fulfill	the	remainder	of	a	vacant	

term	of	a	clergy	or	lay	representative	to	the	Council.	

G. Election	of	Diocesan	Representatives	to	the	Metropolitan	Council	

1. The	Assembly	shall	elect	one	clergy	and	one	lay	representative	

to	staggered	three-year	terms	on	the	Metropolitan	Council.	

2. The	second-place	clergy	and	lay	candidate	shall	respectively	

serve	as	alternates	who	would	fulfill	the	remainder	of	a	vacant	

term	of	a	clergy	or	lay	representative	to	the	Metropolitan	

Council.	

H. Auditing	Committee	

1. The	Auditing	Committee	shall	consist	of	three	members	with	

relevant	professional	experience	elected	for	staggered	three-

year	terms.	

2. Each	year	the	Assembly	shall	elect	one	member	to	the	Audit	

Committee.	
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3. The	senior	member	(the	person	in	the	final	year	of	their	term)	

shall	be	the	chairperson	of	the	committee.	

4. The	Auditing	Committee	shall	review	the	financial	operations	

of	the	Diocese	and	make	a	written	report	to	the	Assembly;	this	

report	shall	be	mailed	to	the	parishes	at	least	30	days	prior	to	

the	Assembly.	

I. Nominating	Process	

1. A	Nominating	Committee	of	three	members	shall	be	selected	

by	the	Council	and	approved	by	the	Assembly.	

2. The	Nominating	Committee	shall:	

a. assemble	a	list	of	candidates	nominated	by	the	

members	of	the	Assembly	prior	to	each	election	to	be	

conducted	by	the	Assembly;	and	

b. maximize	the	number	of	candidates	running	for	the	

open	positions.	

3. The	members	of	the	Nominating	Committee	shall	not	endorse	

or	recommend	any	candidate	for	any	election,	and	are	

disqualified	from	being	a	candidate	for	any	election.	

4. Candidates	for	each	election	may	also	be	nominated	from	the	

floor.	

5. Only	accredited	delegates	who	are	present	at	the	Assembly	

may	be	nominated	as	candidates	for	any	election.	

 

Article	VI	–	The	Diocesan	Council	

A. General	Provisions.	

1. The	Council	is	the	permanent	executive	body	of	the	Diocesan	

administration.		The	composition,	proceedings,	and	competencies	of	

the	Council	are	as	provided	by	the	Statute.	

2. The	voting	members	of	the	Council	shall	consist	of	the	

following:	

a. the Bishop, or Locum Tenens, ex officio; 

b. Auxiliary	Bishop(s);	
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c. the	Officers,	ex	officio;	

d. the	Diocesan	Representatives	to	the	Metropolitan	Council,	
ex	officio;	and	

e. the	Council	Representatives.	

3. The	Diocesan	Deans	shall	be	non-voting	members	of	the	

Council.	

4. Committee	members	and	others	invited	or	permitted	to	make	

reports	to	or	attend	meetings	of	the	Council	are	not	members	of	the	

Council	and	shall	have	no	vote.	

5. The	Diocesan	Officers	shall	serve	as	the	officers	of	the	Council.	

B. Council	Representatives.	

1. There	shall	be	five	clergy	and	five	lay	Council	representatives	

elected	by	the	Assembly	to	staggered	three-year	terms.	

2. No	one	shall	serve	as	a	Council	representative	for	more	than	

six	consecutive	years.	

3. A	Council	representative	who	has	served	for	six	consecutive	

years	shall	not	be	eligible	to	serve	again	for	one	year.	

C. Removal	from	the	Council.	

1. All	Council	members	must	continue	to	fulfill	the	qualifications	

for	membership	on	the	Council,	as	mandated	by	the	Assembly,	during	

their	entire	tenure	of	office.		Council	members	whose	membership	

status	in	a	Diocesan	parish	changes	due	to	Sacramental	participation,	

etc.	are	subject	to	removal.	

2. Council	members	whose	parish	membership	changes	because	

of	a	move	outside	the	boundaries	of	their	parish	and	the	Diocese	

must	resign	their	position.	

3. Three	(3)	absences	from	Council	meetings	between	Assemblies	

may	be	considered	a	resignation	from	the	Council.	

4. All	actions	regarding	removal	are	subject	to	the	final	decision	

of	the	Bishop.	

D. The	Council	shall	select	the	Assembly’s	three-member	Nominating					

	 Committee,	subject	to	approval	by	the	Assembly.	
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E. The	Council	shall	fix	the	agenda	for	the	Assembly,	which	shall	include	

	 at	least	the	items	enumerated	in	Article	V,	Section	D	above,	and	

	 submit	it	to	the	Bishop	for	approval	prior	to	the	Assembly.	

 

Article	VII	–	Diocesan	Deaneries	

A. Definition 

Deaneries	in	the	Diocese	are	specified	administrative	districts,	within	the	

boundaries	of	the	Diocese,	and	normally	encompass	parishes	in	a	defined	

geographical	area,	established	by	the	Bishop	in	consultation	with	the	

Chancellor,	Bishop’s	Council	and	with	the	consensus	of	the	Council.			

B.  The Dean 

1.			The	Dean	is	a	priest	who	heads	a	deanery.	He	assists	the	Bishop	in	the	

administration	of	the	Deanery.		The	Dean	is	normally	appointed	by	the	

Bishop	in	consultation	of	the	Deanery	clergy	for	a	term	of	service	to	be	

determined.		

	

2.			Bishop’s	Council:	All	Deans	are	ex	officio	members	of	the	Bishop’s	Council	
which	meets	periodically	(usually	in	conjunction	with	Diocesan	Council	

meetings)	or	as	deemed	necessary	by	the	Bishop.	The	purpose	of	the	

Bishop's	Council	is	to	offer	support	and	assistance	to	the	Bishop	in	the	

administration	of	the	Diocese.		Members	of	the	Bishop’s	Council	also	attend	

and	participate	in	Diocesan	Council	meetings,	but	without	the	privilege	of	

voting.	

C.  Secretary and Treasurer   

1.	If	deemed	necessary,	a	Deanery	Secretary	and	Treasurer	may	be	appointed	

by	the	Bishop,	or	elected	by	the	Deanery	clergy	and	approved	by	the	Bishop.	

	

2.			The	Deanery	Secretary	takes	minutes	of	Deanery	meetings,	and	

distributes	them	to	Deanery	clergy,	and	working	in	consultation	with	the	

Dean,	announces	meetings,	special	Deanery	services,	and	events	to	Deanery	

clergy.	

	

3.			The	Deanery	Treasurer	is	the	steward	of	all	funds	received	from	Deanery	

parishes	and	events	in	support	of	Deanery	activities	and	expenses.		He	works	

in	consultation	with	the	Dean.	He	reports	on	the	Deanery	treasury	at	

regularly	scheduled	deanery	meetings	or	by	other	accepted	means.		
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D.	 Competence	of	the	Dean	

	

	 Within	the	competence	of	the	Dean	are:	

	

1. overseeing	Deanery	matters	and	the	activities	of	its	clergy;	
	

2. assisting	the	Bishop	by	giving	direction	and	fraternal	counsel	to	
Deanery	clergy	in	areas	of	pastoral	concern	in	a	private	and	

circumspect	manner,	whenever	their	personal	conduct	or	manner	of	

discharging	their	duties	indicates	the	need	for	such	counsel	or	action;	

	

3. receiving	and	investigating	complaints	against	clergy	and	laity,	and	
against	decisions	of	parish	bodies,	and	submitting	reports	and	

recommendations	to	the	Bishop;	

	

4. participating	in	parish	meetings	at	the	direction	of	the	Bishop;	
	

5. participating	in	parish	meetings	at	the	request	of	the	Parish	Priest	or	
Parish	Council	with	the	permission	of	the	Bishop;	

	

6. providing	for	services	during	temporary	absences	of	parish	clergy	
with	the	consent	of	the	Bishop;	

	

7. assisting	the	Bishop	in	the	planning	and	organization	of	new	parishes	
within	the	Deanery;	

	

8. establishing	an	agenda	and	convening	periodic	meetings	of	Deanery	
clergy	and	submitting	the	minutes	of	such	meetings	to	the	Bishop;	

	

9. submitting	an	annual	report	on	the	Deanery	to	the	Bishop	and	the	
Diocesan	Assembly;	and	

	

10. 		fulfilling	other	duties	assigned	and	entrusted	to	him	by	the	Bishop.	
	

	

	

	

Article	VIII	–	Parishes	

	

A.		The	Parish	

	

1.		The	parishes	of	the	Diocese	are	subject	to	the	authority,	mandates	

and	recommendations	of	the	Bishop,	and	to	the	decisions	of	the	

Bishop,	Assembly,	Council	and	any	recognized	Diocesan	Authority.	
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2.		The	Parish	is	under	the	immediate	supervision	of	the	Rector,	

who	is	appointed	by	the	Bishop	and	is	subject	to	his	authority.	

	

3.		The	life	of	the	Parish	is	regulated	by	the	established	liturgical	and	

canonical	traditions	of	the	Orthodox	Church,	following	the	directives	

of	the	Holy	Synod	and	the	Bishop.		Those	traditions	guide	the	times	

and	sequences	of	all	pastoral	and	sacramental	needs	(baptisms,	

marriages,	funerals	etc.),	as	well	as	the	Parish’s	social	functions.		

Exceptions	to	the	established	traditions	or	changes	that	may	occur	for	

pastoral	reasons	are	to	receive	the	blessings	and	approval	of	the	

Bishop.	

	

4.		The	Parish	is	encouraged	to	play	an	active	role	in	charitable	

outreach	and	community	programs	in	its	local	city	and	region.	

	

5.	Parishes	should	be	financially	self-sustaining	by	their	parishioners.	

Fund-raising	programs	are	acceptable	if	they	do	not	violate	canons	or	

promote	activities	that	are	morally	questionable	or	harmful.	

	

6.		On-going	business	programs	in	Parishes	should	not	include	

activities	that	are	morally	questionable	or	harmful.		Financial	reports	

from	such	programs	are	to	be	sent	to	the	Diocese	together	with	the	

Parish’s	reports.		Such	programs	must	have	the	Bishop’s	blessing	

before	being	initiated.				

	

7.		When	the	Parish	is	considering	buying	or	selling	property,	major	

renovations	or	improvements,	building	projects	other	than	

maintenance	issues,	large	scale	iconographic	projects,	changes	in	the	

style	and	size	of	the	iconostasis,	changes	or	modifications	in	the	

sanctuary	or	other	large	projects,	it	must	obtain	the	blessing	of	the	

Bishop.	

	

B.		The	Rector	

	

	 	 1.		The	Rector	serves	at	the	pleasure	of	the	Bishop,	who		

	 	 assigns,	disciplines,	rewards	and	transfers	the	Rector.	

	

	 	 2.		The	duties,	responsibilities	and	compensation	of	the	Rector	are		

	 	 defined	in	the	Statute	(Article	XII,	Sec.	3)	as	well	as	in	the	Uniform		

	 	 Diocesan	Parish	Bylaws	(Article	III,	Sec.	1	–	3).	

	

3.		As	the	presiding	liturgical	celebrant	of	the	Parish,	the	Rector	

supervises	and	manages	all	facets	of	liturgical	life.			While	he	may	

designate	others	to	assist	in	these	aspects,	he	is	responsible	for	the	

general	oversight	of	liturgical	life	including,	but	not	limited	to,	the	
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order	and	sequence	of	liturgical	services,	liturgical	celebrants,	choir,	

scriptural	reading,	training	and	management	of	altar	servers,	

liturgical	vestments,	liturgical	vessels,	and	sacristy	supplies.	

	

4.		As	administrator	of	the	Parish,	the	Rector	takes	part	in	the	

administrative,	financial	and	organizational	life	of	the	parish.		He	may	

designate	others	to	assist	him	but	his	involvement	is	critical	in	

administration	of	the	Parish	including,	but	not	limited	to,	the	Parish	

Meeting,	the	Parish	Council,	Parish	Education,	Finance	Committee,	

outreach	and	evangelization	programs.	

	

5.		The	Rector	is	ex	officio	member	of	all	parish	organizations	and	
committees.		

	 	 	

6.		The	Rector	represents	the	Parish	at	all	official	Diocesan	events	 	

where	his	presence	is	required.	

	

7.		The	Rector	represents	the	Parish	at	meetings	of	his	Deanery,	

where	his	presence	is	required.	

	

8.		When	the	Parish	does	not	have	a	Rector,	or	in	other	special	cases,	

the	Bishop	may	appoint	an	Administrator	to	fulfill	such	duties	as	

assigned	by	the	Bishop.	

	

	 B.		Other	Clergy	

	

	 	 1.		The	assignment	and	function	of	other	clergy	to	a	Parish	are	defined	

in	the	Statute	(Article	XII,	Sec.	4)	and	in	the	Uniform	Diocesan	Parish	

Bylaws	(Article	III,	Sec.	4).	

	

2.		Associate	Priests,	assigned	by	the	Bishop	to	a	particular	parish,	are	

compensated	by	the	Parish	in	a	manner	that	is	agreed	upon	by	the	

Bishop,	the	Parish	Meeting,	the	Parish	Council,	and	the	Associate	

Priest.		His	liturgical	and	administrative	functions	are	under	the	

supervision	of	the	Rector.		His	visitations	to	and	involvement	in	other	

parishes,	community	organizations	and	events	are	subject	to	the	

approval	of	the	Rector.	

	

3.		Other	priests	may	be	attached	to	the	Parish.		These	include,	but	are	

not	limited	to,	full-time	working	priests,	ill	or	retired	priests,	or	those	

temporarily	stationed	in	the	area.		These	priests	do	not	have	any	

administrative	authority	in	the	Parish	and	their	liturgical	service	and	

functions	are	subject	to	the	Rector.	

	

4.		A	Deacon	assigned	to	a	Parish	serves	at	the	pleasure	of	the	Bishop	

who	blessed	him	to	fulfill	specific	liturgical	and	other	functions	in	the	
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Parish	under	the	supervision	and	authority	of	the	Rector.		He	may	be	

compensated	in	a	manner	that	is	agreed	upon	by	the	Bishop	and	the	

Parish	Meeting.		Other	Deacons	can	be	attached	to	a	Parish,	formally	

or	informally,	without	any	compensation	and	with	no	expected	

liturgical	or	other	responsibilities.				

	

	 C.		Parish	Councils	

	

	 	 1.		The	character	and	competence	of	the	Parish	Council	are	articulated		

in	the	Statute	(Article	XII,	Sec.	8)	and	in	the	Uniform	Diocesan	Parish	

Bylaws	(Article	V).			

	

2.		The	number	of	Parish	Council	members,	their	terms	of	office,	the	

selection	and	terms	of	office	of	Executive	Officers,	etc.,	are	set	by	

each	Parish,	written	into	their	Parish	Bylaws	which	are	approved	by	

the	Bishop	and	then	become	the	governing	practice	of	the	Parish.	

	

3.		Parish	Council	members	are	elected	at	the	Parish	Meeting.	

	

4.		Parish	Council	executive	officers	can	be	elected	for	their	positions	

at	the	Parish	Meeting	or	by	the	Parish	Council.	

	

5.		Disagreements	between	the	Rector	and	members	of	the	Parish	

Council	are	covered	in	the	Uniform	Parish	Bylaws	(Article	V,	Sec.	7,	h.)		

Resolution	to	disagreements	and	conflicts	are	addressed	in	the	

following	Section	E.	

	

	 D.		Parish	Organizations	

	

	 	 Parish	organizations	are	accountable	to	the	Parish	Council	and	to	the		 	

Rector,	who	is	ex	officio	member	of	all	such	organizations.		The	bylaws	
and	activities	of	such	organizations	must	be	consistent	with	these	

Bylaws,	and	with	the	Diocesan	Uniform	Parish	Bylaws	which	contain	

the	pertinent	guidelines	regarding	parish	organizations.	

	

	 E.		Conflicts	and	Resolutions	

	

1.		Disagreements	and	conflicts	have	occurred	from	the	very	

beginning	of	the	Church	(e.g.,	Acts	15).		Disagreements	and	conflicts	

within	a	Parish	are	part	of	community	life.		These	may	involve	a	

disagreement	between	the	Rector	and	the	Parish	Council,	or	between	

the	Rector	and	a	parishioner	or	a	group	of	parishioners.			They	can	

also	arise	between	the	Rector	with	the	Parish	Council	and	a	

parishioner	or	group	of	parishioners.		When	these	occur,	every	effort	

should	be	made	for	resolution	within	the	Parish	itself,	through	prayer,	

respectful	consideration	by	the	opposing	parties	of	each	other’s	
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opinions,	compromise	and	mutual	forgiveness.		Ideal	guidelines	are	

Scriptural	passages	that	are	found	among	St.	Paul’s	Epistles:		“Let	all	

bitterness	and	wrath	and	anger	and	clamor	and	slander	be	put	away	

from	you,	with	all	malice,	and	be	kind	to	one	another,	tenderhearted,	

forgiving	one	another,	as	God	in	Christ	forgave	you”	(Eph.		4.32).			“Put	

on,	as	God’s	chosen	ones,	holy	and	beloved,	compassion,	kindness,	

lowliness,	meekness,	and	patience,	forbearing	one	another	and,	if	one	

has	a	complaint	again	another,	forgiving	each	other;	as	the	Lord	has	

forgiven	you”	(Col.	3.13).		If	disagreements	cannot	be	resolved	within	

the	Parish	the	following	guidelines	should	be	followed.	

	

2.		If	the	disagreements	are	directed	from	Council	members	toward	

the	Rector,	their	concerns	should	be	conveyed	to	the	Dean.		This	

should	be	done	in	the	form	of	a	letter,	with	a	copy	to	the	Bishop.		The	

same	manner	of	communication	applies	in	cases	where	parishioners	

have	disagreements	with	the	Rector	and/or	the	Parish	Council.	

	

3.		After	consultation	with	the	Bishop,	the	Dean	should	contact	the	

Rector	and	obtain	his	version	of	the	conflict.		As	a	follow	up	the	Rector	

shall	summarize	his	response	in	a	letter	to	the	Dean,	with	a	copy	to	

the	Bishop.			

	

4.		After	further	consultation,	the	Bishop	and	the	Dean	may	decide	

that	a	conversation	between	the	conflicting	parties	should	take	place.	

Or	a	special	meeting	may	be	called	either	of	the	entire	Parish	or	the	

Parish	Council.		The	Bishop	himself	may	take	part	in	this	or	he	may	

appoint	the	Dean	or	another	Diocesan	priest	to	do	so.		Minutes	or	

notes	of	these	are	to	be	taken	and	presented	to	the	Dean	and	the	

Bishop.		

	

5.		The	results	of	such	meetings	are	examined	by	the	Bishop	in	

consultation	with	the	Dean	or	with	other	Diocesan	priests.		The	

Bishop’s	decision	is	written	into	an	official	letter	that	is	sent	to	the	

Rector	and	Parish.		The	Bishop’s	decision	is	to	be	considered	final.	

	

6.		If	the	Rector	feels	that	either	a	Parish	Council	member(s)	or	

another	parishioner(s),	are	in	flagrant	violation	of	Church	canons	 	

or	policies,	or	that	their	actions	are	disruptive	to	the	point	of	causing	

disturbance	in	the	Parish,	and	thus	are	to	be	subject	to	disciplinary	

action,	he	must	contact	and	write	to	the	Dean,	with	a	copy	of	the	letter	

to	the	Bishop.		The	imposition	of	disciplinary	actions,	such	as	removal	

from	the	Parish	Council	or	temporary	exclusion	from	the	sacraments	

must	be	decided	upon	after	consultation	and	with	the	approval	of	the	

Bishop.	
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7.		If,	during	Confession	or	in	private	counseling,	the	Rector	

determines	that	a	parishioner	should	abstain	from	the	Holy	Eucharist	

for	a	period	of	time	in	the	spirit	of	penitential	discipline,	he	does	so	

only	with	the	voluntary	acknowledgement	of	said	parishioner.		If	

there	is	disagreement	between	the	Rector	and	such	a	parishioner,	the	

Rector	may	refuse	to	pronounce	Absolution	but	must	then	report	the	

matter	to	the	Bishop.	

	

	

	 	 	 												Article	IX	–	Diocesan	Assets	&	Properties	

	

	 A.				Diocesan	Property	and	Assets	

The	Diocese	is	the	sole	owner	and/or	holds	legal	title	to	all	Diocesan	

property,	assets,	and	funds,	subject	to	any	and	all	limitations	on	its	

rights	of	ownership	imposed	by	the	Statute.	

	

	 B.				Transaction	of	Property	and	Assets	

The	Diocese	may	purchase	real	property,	or	sell,	mortgage,	or	

otherwise	encumber	its	real	property,	only	upon	approval	of	a	two-

thirds	(2/3)	majority	vote	of	the	Assembly,	or	of	a	special	assembly	

convened	for	that	purpose	in	accordance	with	these	Bylaws.			

	

	 C.		Special	Bequests	

All	special	bequests,	gifts	and	devises	should	be	used	by	the	Diocese	

for	the	purpose	for	which	they	were	intended,	to	the	extent	that	it	is	

reasonable	and	practical.		If	the	purpose	of	such	gifts,	devises	or	

bequests	are	not	feasible	or	practical,	as	so	determined	by	the	Bishop	

and	Council,	changes	can	be	made	upon	consultation	with	the	donor	

or	the	estate	representative.	

	

	 D.		Dissolution	

Upon	the	dissolution	of	a	Parish	and	the	delivery	of	the	sacred	and	

untouchable	items,	such	as	the	Antimension,	the	Tabernacle,	and	the	

Sacred	Vessels,	as	well	as	the	Parish	records,	to	the	Diocesan	Bishop	

or	his	designee,	the	Bishop	shall	assume	possession	of	such	items	and	

records	and	make	use	of	them	in	keeping	with	his	authority	under	the		

Statute.		

After	satisfying	all	encumbrances	on	the	property	of	the	Parish,	the	

Bishop	shall	distribute	the	remaining	Parish	property,	whether	real,	

personal,	or	mixed,	or	the	proceeds	from	the	sale	thereof,	to	

institutions	or	charities	of	The	Orthodox	Church	in	America,	

preferably	within	the	Parish’s	state	of	incorporation,	or	within	the	

local	Deanery.	
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	 	 Article	X	–	General	Provisions	

	

A.		Amendments	

	

1.		These	Diocesan	Bylaws	may	be	amended	by	a	regular	Diocesan	

Assembly	or	a	special	assembly	called	for	that	purpose.	An	

amendment	may	be	proposed	by	the	Bishop,	Council,	Assembly,	

Deaneries,	Parish	meetings,	Parish	Councils,	or	Diocesan	monasteries.	

	

2.		A	proposed	amendment	must	be	submitted	to	the	Bishop,	and/or	

Chancellor	90	days	prior	to	the	date	set	for	the	convening	of	the	

Assembly.	The	Bishop	and	Chancellor	shall	consider	proposed	

amendments	and	may	either	approve,	and	consolidate	amendments	

for	presentation	at	the	Assembly,	or	return	proposed	amendments	to	

those	submitting	them.	

	

3.		Final	drafts	of	proposed	amendments,	together	with		

recommendations	of	the	Bishop,	Chancellor	and/or	Council		

shall	be	disseminated	at	least	sixty	(60)	days	prior	to	the		

date	set	for	the	convening	of	the	Assembly.	

	

4.			An	amendment	of	the	Bylaws	requires	a	two-thirds	majority	of	the	

delegates	of	an	Assembly.		

	

5.		Upon	adoption,	amendments	take	effect	immediately	upon	final	

adjournment	of	the	Assembly	unless	otherwise	indicated	in	the	

amendment	itself.			

	

B.		Procedures	

	

For	matters	not	covered	by	these	Bylaws	the	Assembly	may	enact	

procedures	and	regulations	to	meet	the	need	of	a	particular	situation	

in	the	Diocese.	Such	additional	procedures	and	regulations	shall	not	

take	effect	unless	approved	by	the	Bishop.	

	

C.		Scope	of	rights	

	

Notwithstanding	any	provisions	in	these	Bylaws	or	any	provisions	

that	might	be	assumed	from	the	civil	law	concerning	not-for-profit	or	

religious	corporations,	nothing	in	these	Bylaws	or	any	such	civil	law	

provisions	shall	be	deemed	to	have	granted	any	one	deanery,	parish,	

individual	parishioner	or	group	of	parishioners	any	rights,	as	

members	of	the	present	corporation,	that	are	in	conflict	with,	or	at	

variance	with,	or	superior	to	those	recognized	in	the	Statute	or	

bylaws.	
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	 D.		Adoption	

	

These	Diocesan	Bylaws	were	accepted	at	the	57
th
	Annual	Diocesan	

Assembly	held	on	the	9
th
	day	of		October	2018,		at	which	the	

appropriate	quorum	was	present,	the	Diocesan	Clergy	and	Lay	

Delegates	having	been	duly	notified,	and	have	become	effective	on	the	

9
th
	day	of	October,	2018,		by	the	approval	of	His	Grace,	Bishop	PAUL.	

They	revoke,	supplant	and	replace	any	and	all	Diocesan	bylaws,	

whether	corporate	or	not,	previously	in	use.	
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CHICAGO DEANERY REPORT 

Annual Diocesan Assembly - October 2019 

 

Meeting Structure and content 

Since the last Diocesan Assembly, the Deanery has met three times for full meetings and one short 
meeting to discuss where the Annual Paschal Family celebration would be held. We continue to follow 
the same meeting format that has served us so well for many years: Opening prayer followed by a 
reading and discussion of Scripture lessons for the coming Sunday for homily preparation.  Deanery 
business follows with reports from the Secretary (Minutes of the past meeting) Treasurer and Dean. We 
have had one ministry related presentation by Fr. John Baker on Prison Ministry, discussed current 
ecclesiastical situations and events and also started planning for our Deanery celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the OCA’s Autocephaly which takes place on February 7 and 8 in 2020. Following 
meetings the host parish provides a luncheon. 
 

Pastoral Changes 

Fr. John Segvich was appointed acting rector of Archangel Michael in Burbank, IL effective October 1, 
2018  
 
Fr. William Bass, returned from a medical leave of absence (requested in August of 2018) from St. 
Elizabeth the New Martyr in Chesterton, IN on February 3 of this year. He served for about one month 
and then requested retirement from the parish from Bishop Paul. After discussion with His Grace, Fr. 
William’s request was honored and he retired St. Elizabeth effective, May 26.  
 
Fr. Steven Hrycyniak retired from active parish ministry last February in order to take on a full-time 
chaplaincy at a hospital near Kenosha. On April 1, Fr. Hrycyniak announced to Bishop Paul and me that 
he and his wife were leaving the Orthodox Church to rejoin the Roman Catholic Church. Since he could 
not be dissuaded, he was suspended by Bishop Paul and other appropriate ecclesiastical actions have 
been taken. 
 
Fr. Constantine Bodien was appointed acting rector of St. Nicholas effective March 1. 
 
Sub-deacon Jan Farral was ordained to the Diaconate by Bishop Paul on May 19 and serves at St. 
Nicholas Church in Kenosha, WI. 
 
Fr. Anastasy Richter, former rector of St. Peter the Aleut church in Minot, ND was appointed acting 
rector at St. Elizabeth parish effective August 4. 
 
Sadly, after a six month struggle with cancer, our brother, the Archpriest John Matusiak fell asleep in 
the Lord on the Feast of Dormition. He had a long and fruitful career in the OCA, and in particular in the 
Chicago Deanery, founding and serving as pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Wheaton for 30 years. Funeral 
services and Divine Liturgy were held at St. Joseph Church, on August 19 and 20, led by Metropolitan 
Tikhon and Bishop Paul. More than 20 priests from the Deanery and Diocese concelebrated.  May Fr. 
John’s memory be eternal.  
 
Deanery Lenten Vespers 

This past Great Lent, we held our customary Sunday evening Lenten services, beginning on March 24 
and continuing to April 14. On Sunday, April 21, we gathered at Holy Trinity Cathedral for the first 
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Bridegroom Matins service.  The theme for the homilies focused on prophecies of Christ in the Old 
Testament. Preachers included Fr. John Segvich, Deacon Mark Roosien, Fr. Jacob Van Sickle, Fr. Elijah 
Mueller and Bishop Paul at the Cathedral. The homilies were well-prepared and excellent. Other host 
parishes were The Protection of the Virgin Mary in Merrillville, IN Archangel Michael in Burbank, Holy  
Resurrection in Palatine, St. Nicholas in Kenosha, WI and Holy Trinity Cathedral.  
 
Paschal Family gathering 

Annually the Deanery gathers for a Paschal family get-together so that we can share food and 
fellowship. This year we met on Sunday, May 19 at the home of Fr. Herman Kincaid and his wife Jessica 
in Lemont. Bishop Paul was present for this with a number of clergy families in attendance. 
 

Deanery summer and winter camp program 

Once again the Deanery had both a winter youth camp and a summer camp in 2019.  Both utilized the 
YMCA Edwards Camp outside East Troy, WI.  This is an excellent camp in terms of facilities, variety of 
activities, a beautiful natural lake for swimming and boating, and a very mellow, cooperative staff.   We 
had youth from seven parishes, one mission, and two chapels.  The camp was coordinated by Fr Tom 
Mueller and Protodeacon George Potym of SS Cyril  & Methodius in Milwaukee, assisted as counselors 
by Pat Labun, Helen Metanchuk, and Kendra Standish (junior counselor) from St Joseph in Wheaton.  
Attendance at our 3-day winter camp in February was up, while the 4-day summer camp in July was 
down a bit, due to family summer vacation issues.  We had great activities, engaging education sessions, 
and daily services and prayer.  We thank His Grace Bishop Paul for spending three days with us in the 
summer.    (We thank Fr. Tom Mueller for this report on summer and winter Deanery Camps) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Archpriest Alexander Kuchta, Dean 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

Parish Name and Address Photo

Christ the Savior 
927 N. La Salle Dr 
Chicago, IL  
60610

Clergy

Archpriest John Baker, Rector  

Committees/Societies

Parish Council  
Choir

Since September 2017

      Highlights of Top Three Activities

1. Over 40 children from 3 different parishes participate again in our summer VCS program. 
2. We continue to foster an active life in Christ through participation in the liturgical life of the 

Church, participation in the sacraments and Christian fellowship. 
3. We have been active in preparing for the potential transition of the property from the diocese 

to the parish.

     Outreach and Charitable Activities

1. Looking forward to the 9th Annual Little Village Thanksgiving meal. We also increased our 
outreach this past August by providing backpacks and school supplies for 200 children in the 
Little Village Neighborhood and we plan to sponsor a number of families for Christmas as we 
have in past years.  
2. Our parish hosted the neighborhood block party in August.  
3. A percentage of our operating budge continues to support our parish tithe to those in need. 
4. Streaming of the Sunday Divine Liturgy and Feast Day services live continues to draw 
listeners on Ancient Faith Radio.

     Major Challenges Faced 

1. As I have stated for several years past, I believe that parish growth continues to be hindered 
by insufficient space for fellowship. We also have outgrown the allotted space we have for 
our growing church school program with 40 children participating this year with a total of 
62 children in our parish. 

2. Volunteering with alacrity by the majority of the parish is lacking. 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2018 to August 2019
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Father John’s 15th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood as well as 15 years of ministry at 
Christ the Savior parish.

As of 
September 1, 

2017

As of 
September 1, 

2018

As of 
September 1, 

2019

Supporting Membership Count 55 61 81

September 
2016 thru August 

2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance

85 100 90

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants

60 80 80

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance

25 35 40

Number of Catechumens 4 6 1

September 
2016 thru August 

2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019

Baptisms 9 10 10

Funerals 0 2 1

Marriages 1 2 3

Receptions into Orthodoxy 2 3 1

Church School/Number Enrolled 43 40

Adult Education/Number 
Participating

9
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 for the 2019 Diocesan Assembly 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
St. Makarios the Great Orthodox Mission 
5216 S. Blackstone, Chicago 60615 

 
Clergy 
Fr. Elijah Mueller 
Deacon Mark Roosien (temporarily on loan to Diocese of New England) 
Committees/Societies 
Sunday School 
OCF and Student Chaplaincy at University of Chicago 
Since October 2012 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
3 successful defenses of dissertations, doctoral degrees (2 in theology) awarded to student 
members. 
Successful ongoing Bible Study at parishioners’ home, regular individual catechesis. 
Choir practices with fellowship, Choir recording. 
Parish Festal celebration, liturgical and social. 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Work with local interfaith community organization to raise funds for free clinic. 
Meal delivery with night ministry. 
Providing meals to new parents. 
Angel Tree, presents for children of incarcerated parents. 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Still need own property for services. 
Need to raise more money over-all. 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - October 2019 to September 2020 
Representing Orthodoxy at the Orientation Events at the University of Chicago 
12th Annual New School Year student welcome cookout at faculty member’s house 
Christmas and Paschal Parties 
Speaker on the Orthodox Church in Alaska 
 
 As of September 

1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 13 19 20 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2019 
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Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance ~34 ~34 ~32 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants ~28 ~30 ~28 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 8 9 7 

Number of Catechumens 4-6 4 5 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

January 1 thru 
September 1, 

2013 

Baptisms 1 3 5 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 2 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 3 2 adult baptisms 

Church School/Number Enrolled 7 6 6 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 26 34 20 
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PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
St Matthew Orthodox Church 
607 Ravenswood Drive 
Green Bay, WI 54302 
920-455-0744 

 
Clergy 
V.Rev Eugene Wozniak 
father.wozniak@gmail.com 
910-467-7467 
 
 
Committees/Societies 
Mission Team 
Facilities Team 
 
Since September 2019 
      Highlight of Top Activity 
Move iconostasis and paint 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
OCMC general support and special support our missionary stewards 
House of Hope collections for local families in need  
Quarterly Benevolence Drive 
IOCC collections quarterly and for special needs 
Food Pantry Collection for local food pantry 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE prayers/walk 
Adopt-a-Family annual collection of food and household goods 
Warm the Children 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
New Roof before winter! 
Finance 
Driving distance for parishioners especially in bad weather 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
St Matthew day 
Annual Open House/Gyro Sale/Bake Sale 
Sister Bay Cleanup and service 
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 As of 
September 1, 

2017  

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 40 45 42 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 50 50 60 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 40 50 48 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 20 15 15 

Number of Catechumens 2 2 2 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 4 0 4 

Funerals 1 1 0 

Marriages 0 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  6 2 1 

Church School 12 12 9? 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 10 10 9 
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$QQXDO�3LFQLF

&KULVWPDV�DQG�(DVWHU�EDNH�VDOHV

6W��1LFKRODV�FKLOGUHQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

$QQXDO�&KULVWPDV�JLIW�JLYLQJ�WR�0RUQLQJ�6WDU�0LVVLRQ

4XDUWHUO\�3DQWU\�'RQDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�+RPHOHVV
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�
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��
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
Protection of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church 
8600 Grand Blvd. 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
 

 
Clergy 
Rev. Jacob N. Van Sickle – Rector 
Unattached but serving on a regular basis: Dn. Nicholas Denysenko 
 
Committees/Societies 
Parish Council 
Hall Committee 
Women’s Sodality 
O-Club 
PTC (Church School) 
Iconography Committee 
Greeters ministry 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
107th Anniversary (Oct 1) 
Archpastoral visit w/installation of new rector (Feb 9-10) 
Mortgage Burning (July 27) 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Feed the Flock (provide a free meal 3x/year) 
Fam Jam (cooperative outreach day to the community with two neighboring churches) 
Assist the Valpo OCF 
Food pantry collection 
O-Club supports seminarians at SVS & STS, Northwest Indiana Meals-on-wheels, and the FOCA 
United Fund 
Gas and grocery gift card hand-outs to those in need who call 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Establishing ministries for our young people 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2018 to August 2019 
Parish Feast Day (Pokrov) and 108th anniversary on Oct 1 
Fashion Show on March 22 
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 
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Supporting Membership Count 63 64 91 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 

45 60 70 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 

30 40 55 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 

8 6 9 

Number of Catechumens 0 0 4 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 5 2 1 

Funerals 3 5 4 

Marriages 1 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 6 0 14 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 

7 6 27 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
 
SS Cyril and Methodius  2505 S 30th St Milwaukee, WI 53215-2829 
 
 

Check website  
orthodoxmilwaukee.org 

Clergy 
Archpriest Thomas Mueller. Rector 
Priest John Jones 
Protodeacon George Potym 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committees/Societies 
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Parish is a committee of the whole for any particular need. 
We are active members of the local Orthodox Clergy Syndesmos, of which Fr Tom Mueller is 
president.  We participate in Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers (this past year unfortunately at two 
separate churches at different times), an annual youth picnic, and an IOCC fundraiser.  
 
 
 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
Lenten, Holy Week and Pascha cycles – Pre-Sanctified Liturgies were very well-attended and 
moving.  For the third year we have done the Washing of Feet Service within Holy Thursday 
Matins on Wednesday evening.  This has become a very beloved service and it is also 
profoundly meaningful for priest and flock. 
 
Youth Mission Trip to SS Peter and Paul in Detroit – see comments under “outreach” below. 
 
Our annual Liturgy and Picnic in the Park, which we have been doing for 34 years at the lush and 
peaceful Hawthorn Glen Nature Center, a facility of Milwaukee Public Schools.  Our attendance 
at this event this year equaled that of Pascha.  It’s a very mellow, late summer parish celebration 
of our faith and our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Neighborhood outreach: hosting local community organization; cohosting free Block Party with 
that organization; neighborhood playground on church property 
. 
Monthly hot meal prepared and served at women’s homeless shelter – youth & adults assist. 
 
Participation in faith-based social justice network, Milwaukeee Innercity Congregations Allied 
for Hope (MICAH).  Working on lead abatement crisis here. 
 
Youth Mission Trip to SS Peter and Paul in Detroit in August – 9 youth and 4 fathers.  Mission 
education component with Fr Paul Albert, attending services at SS Peter and Paul Cathedral, 
working in community garden, serving the weekly Sunday free meal.  Very assist exciting and 
educational for the kids and adults. We’re the first assisting parish group from outside Michigan.   
 
Campus ministry at Marquette University by Fr John Jones, on faculty there. 
Proposed renewal of campus ministry at University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee (UWM), major 
research university with 27000 students.  We may try to combine this with some outreach to the 
25% of our parishioners who live in a 3-mile radius of this east-side campus, where we also have 
faculty and students. 

 
Holy Theophany Chapel at Walworth, WI (Lake Geneva), served by Fr John Jones and Protodcn 
George Potym: Sunday services in their own well-appointed chapel; annual nameday celebration 
and brunch after blessing of Geneva Lake.  This began as an outreach project conceived and 
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coordinated by Fr Tom Mueller and continues as such with Fr John as priest-in-charge.  This is a 
small but growing and active community. 
 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
The Ethiopian Church started a mission in Milwaukee, with a visiting priest on Sundays.  This 
limits a field of potential membership growth for us.  We have had up to 35% of our membership 
Ethiopian.  They haven’t been ‘guests’ but fully invested in the parish as council members, 
Sunday School, etc.  I personally regret the introduction of another jurisdiction based on 
ethnicity into Milwaukee.  However I am thankful that our longtime solid Ethiopian members 
and their children are staying with us, because (I think) they value what they have found here and 
appreciate the bonds of friendship they and their children have forged within the parish and with 
other deanery youth campers. 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 96 102 103 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 75-80 75-80      75-80 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 65-75 65-75 65-75 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 15 12 16 

Number of Catechumens 4  18 2 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
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Baptisms 3  4 6 

Funerals 0 1 2 

Marriages 2 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  5 6 17 

Church School/Number Enrolled 24 29 29 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 10  19 Pending 

 
Note: the above statistics include numbers from Holy Theophany and St Herman Chapels. 
(3 chrismations and one baptism from these two communities in 2019.) 
 

Previous years’ reports can be found at the bottom of domoca.org/downloads    
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0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

Parish Name and Address Photo

 St Panteleimon Orthodox Church 
 7549 West 61st Place 
 Summit Argo, IL 60501-1617 

Clergy

 
 Priest Esteban Vázquez, Rector 
 Protodeacon Robert Northrup, Assigned  

Committees/Societies

 Parish Council 
 Parish Sisterhood 
 Church School 

Since September 2018

      Highlights of Top Three Activities

  
 1. Spanish-language services have been scheduled on a monthly basis since November 
     2018 as part of the effort to become more visible to our neighbors as a place of prayer  
     open to all.  
 2. Bishop Paul’s pastoral visit (January 12-13), which included the installation of Fr  
     Esteban as rector, and the Synodal award of the kamilavka to Protodeacon Robert  
     for 20 years of outstanding diaconal service.  
 3. Our patronal feast weekend (July 26-28), featuring the participation of the Chicago 
     Deanery Male Choir at the Festal Divine Liturgy on Saturday, and our 26th Annual 
     Lamb Roast on Sunday. 

�
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     Outreach and Charitable Activities

1. Hispanic community outreach in the local neighborhood 
2. Giving Tree ministry to generate gift cards for those in need

     Major Challenges Faced 

 1. A dwindling and aging membership, compounded by long commute distances for most,  
     increasingly pose a challenge to the planning of liturgical, educational, administrative, 
     maintenance, and fundraising activities. 
 2. Our parish’s lack of visibility in our neighborhood calls for a strong ministry of presence, 
     but for the reasons outlined above, our people resources for this are limited.       
 3. Continued, intentional, and effective ministry collaboration with our sister parishes in our  
     immediate geographical area is critical to the viability and flourishing of our communities. 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020

 Celebration of the 80th anniversary of the consecration of our church building in 1940  
 as the first Orthodox Church in Southwest Chicago and its suburbs.

As of 
September 1, 

2017

As of 
September 1, 

2018

As of 
September 1, 

2019

Supporting Membership Count 26 24 24

September 
2016 thru August 

2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance

— 20 20

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants

— 16 16

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance

— 5 5

Number of Catechumens — 0 1
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September 
2016 thru August 

2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019

Baptisms 1 2 0

Funerals 2 0 0

Marriages 0 0 0

Receptions into Orthodoxy 0 0 0

Church School/Number Enrolled — 6 5

Adult Education/Number 
Participating

— — —
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RUJDQL]HG�DQG�GHYHORSHG�LQ�D�dXLG�PDQQHU�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RXWUHDFK�HbRUW�

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

���$GGLWLRQ�RI�)U�-RQDWKDQ�/LQFROQ�DV�RXU�QHZ�$VVRFLDWH�3ULHVW�LQ�6HS�����

���'HDWK�	�)XQHUDO�RI�RXU�IRXQGLQJ�ORQJ�WLPH�5HFWRU�$UFKSULHVW�-RKQ�0DWXVLDN

���'XH�WR�)(0$�UH]RQLQJ��6W�-RVHSK
V�LV�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�D�IHGHUDO�)(0$�dRRG�SODLQ��7KLV�KDV�HQDEOHG�XV�WR�HOLPLQWDH
PDQGDWHG�)(0$�dRRG�LQVXUDQFH�ZLWK�D�VDYLLQJV�RI���������DQQXDOO\�LQ�GHGXFWLEOH�FRVW�

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

0RQWKO\�IRRG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�DW�WKH�3HRSOHV�5HVRXUFH�&HQWHU

4XDUWHUO\�KRXVHKROG�	�SHUVRQDO�K\JLHQH�SURGXFWV�IRU�%ULGJH�&RPPXQLWLHV
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4XDUWHUO\�YROXQWHHU�HbRUWV�DW�)HHG�0\�6WDUYLQJ�&KLOGUHQ

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
&RRUGLQDWLQJ�IXQHUDO�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�)U�-RKQ�0DWXVLDN

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� <RXQJ�)DPLOLHV�'LQQHU�	�6RFLDO

���������� 6W�-RH
V�$GXOWV�1LJKW�2XW

���������� 'LRFHVDQ�<RXWK�5HWUHDW

���������� %DFN�7R�6FKRRO�3LFQLF

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
���

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
���

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
���

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
��

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
��

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
���

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2018 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

Parish Name and Address Photo

St. Herman of Alaska Chapel
135 S. 6th Ave
West Bend, WI 53095

Clergy

Archpriest Gregory Madlom 

Committees/Societies

Parish Council 
Sunday School:  Matushka Elizabeth (Glenda) Madlom 

Since September 2018

      Highlights of Top Three Activities

St. Herman of Alaska serves a Moljeben for victims of abortion, parents and abortionists 
during the 40 Days for Life.  Services are held on Saturday morings for six weeks. 
There are two 40 Days for Life – in Spring and Fall 

Adult study group continues. 

A family has started attending and preparation for Chrismation are planned. 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities

Our youth have made 12 Emergency School Kids for the IOCC. 
Plants are in place to receive and distribute foods and clothing for the needy in West Bend. 

     Major Challenges Faced 

The Church as a number of families that are gone for an extended period over the summer 
months.  Makes attends often low.
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The Church family is rather scattered and finding the time for social gathers.

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2018 to August 2019

Baptism of Mia Joy in October 2018.

As of 
September 1, 

2016

As of 
September 1, 

2017

As of 
September 1, 

2018

Supporting Membership Count 13 13 13

September 
2015 thru August 

2016

September 
2016 thru 

August 2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance

17 18 18

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants

17 18 18

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance

0 0 0

Number of Catechumens 0 2

September 
2015 thru August 

2016

September 
2016 thru 

August 2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

Baptisms 1 0 1

Funerals 0 0 0

Marriages 0 0 0

Receptions into Orthodoxy 0 2 0

Church School/Number Enrolled 0 0 0

Adult Education/Number 
Participating

6 6 6

Page   of  2 2
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2019 Cleveland Deanery Report to 
the 58th Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest 

 
• Two Deanery Meetings were held since the last Assembly (After several attempts, 
cancelled Winter meeting due to weather). 
 
• Served Deanery Akathist to the Life Creating Cross on the Third Sunday of Lent at 
Holy Trinity in Parma followed by a Lenten Dinner. 
 
• Had over 140 campers attend the three sessions at St Vladimir’s Camp this past 
summer. Bishop Paul visited for two days during the week of July 14. 
 
• Prepared tentative schedule for our 50th Anniversary Celebration of our Autocephaly 
June 12 & 13. 
 
• SS Peter & Paul, Lakewood, adopted newly revised Diocesan Bylaws. 
 
• Fr Stephen Frase assigned as Rector to St Gregory’s, Columbus on February 4. Fr 
Matthew Moriak is now a full time Hospital Chaplain and remains at St Gregory’s. 
 
• Fr Yaroslav Stebelsky was assigned to SS Peter & Paul, Lakewood on May 6. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Fr Andrew Clements 
Dean 
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3DULVK�1DPH
$UFKDQJHO�0LFKDHO�&KXUFK���%URDGYLHZ�+HLJKWV��2+

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
9��5HY��-RKQ�0HPRULFK

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�gOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
$UFKDQJHO�0LFKDHO�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK

&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
�����SDULVK�UHSRUW�SKRWR�DUFKDQJHO�PLFKDHO�FKXUFK�EURDGYLHZ�KHLJKWV�RK�LPJB�����-3*

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY��'Q� 'DQLHO .RYDODN

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

$OWDU�6HUYHUV��6XE�GHDFRQV��&KRLU�5HDGHUV��6HQLRU�d5e�&OXE��-XQLRU�d5e�&OXE��3UH�7HHQ�&OXE������&OXE��6XQGD\
6FKRRO��&RPPLWWHH�&KXUFK�+HDOWK�7HDP��&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�&RPPLWWHH�&KDULWLHV�&RPPLWWHH��,QYHVWPHQW�&RPPLWWHH�
6DPDULWDQV��:RRGVLGH�&RPPLWWHH��&KXUFK�3URSHUW\�&RPPLWWHH��3URVSKRUD�%DNHUV��3DULVK�&RXQFLO

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

$PLGVW�WKH�PDQ\�ZRQGHUIXO�DQG�SRVLWLYH�WKLQJV�JRLQJ�RQ�DW�6W��0LFKDHO
V��RXU�SDULVK��KLJKOLJKWV��DUH�GHHSO\
RYHUVKDGRZHG�E\�WKH�EUXWDO�PXUGHUV�RI�RXU�EHORYHG�SDULVKLRQHUV��3URWRGHDFRQ�'HQQLV�DQG�0DW��+HOHQ�/XFDN��7KHLU
VRQ�LV�FXUUHQWO\�LQFDUFHUDWHG�DQG�DZDLWLQJ�WULDO��ZKLFK�LV�VFKHGXOHG�WR�EHJLQ�VRPHWLPH�WKLV�FRPLQJ�1RYHPEHU�

2Q�D�SRVLWLYH�QRWH��ZH�KDYH�KDG�D�JUHDW�QXPEHU�RI�ELUWKV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�ZKLFK�KHOSV�WR�RfVHW�WKH�PDQ\
IXQHUDOV�LQ�RXU�SDULVK�

/HG�SLOJULPDJHV�WR�+RO\�7UDQVgJXUDWLRQ�0RQDVWHU\�DQG�WR�+RO\�$VVXPSWLRQ�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK�LQ�0DUEOHKHDG�IRU�WKHLU
UHVSHFWLYH�IHDVWV�

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

:H�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�KHDYLO\�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�6W��+HUPDQcV�+RXVH�RI�+RVSLWDOLW\�b�FROOHFWLQJ�IRRG�	�FORWKLQJ�DQG
VXSSRUWLQJ�WKHP�gQDQFLDOO\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��:H�VXSSRUW�D�VHPLQDULDQ�DW�6W��7LNKRQV��JLYH�WR�DOO�WKUHH
VHPLQDULHV��VXSSRUW�=RH�+RXVH��VXSSRUW�RXU�6W��9ODGLPLUcV�&DPS�	�5HWUHDW�&HQWHU��SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�)2&$
&KULVWPDV�*LYLQJ�7UHH��DV�ZHOO�DV�PDQ\�ORFDO�FKDULWLHV�LQ�QRUWKHDVWHUQ�2KLR�

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
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7KH�SDULVK�LV�VWLOO�GLVWUHVVHG�E\�WKH�GHDWKV�RI�RXU�GHDFRQ�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��EXW�ZH�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WKURXJK�LW�
:H�DOVR�DUH�VWLOO�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�(3$�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�WR�UHPRYH�WKH�VODJ�LV�XQGHU�RXU�SDUNLQJ�ORW��WKH�FRVW�RI
ZKLFK�FRXOG�EH����������RI�PRUH�

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� $QQXDO�)U��3ULVORSVN\�'LQQHU�/HFWXUH

���������� &ODP�%DNH�IRU�6W��9ODGLPLU
V�&DPS

���������� &KXUFK�3LFQLF

���������� +DUYHVW�%UXQFK

���������� &KLFNHQ�'LQQHU

���������� 6W��0LFKDHO
V�'D\�%DQTXHW

���������� 6XQGD\�6FKRRO�<ROND

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
���

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
���

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
���

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
��

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
��

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
��

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��
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1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��

2019 DOM Assembly 76 Delegate Book



3DULVK�1DPH
&KULVW�WKH�6DYLRXU�&KXUFK���%\HVYLOOH��2+

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
5HY��%HQMDPLQ�-RKQVRQ

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
&KULVW�WKH�6DYLRXU�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK

&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
�����SDULVK�UHSRUW�SKRWR�FKULVW�WKH�VDYLRXU�FKXUFK�E\HVYLOOH�RK�FKULVWWKHVDYLRXURFDE\HVYLOOHRK�MSJ

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY� %HQMDPLQ -RKQVRQ

5HY� 'DQLHO 5HQWHO

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

&KULVW�WKH�6DYLRXU�EHFDPH�HQWLUHO\�VHOI�VXVWDLQLQJ�IURP�PHPEHUV
�GRQDWLRQV���DSDUW�IURP�UHQWDO�LQFRPH�IURP�RXU
SDULVK�KRXVH���IRU�WKH�bUVW�WLPH�LQ�\HDUV�GXULQJ�WKH�����������FKXUFK�\HDU��7KLV�LV�ERWK�IURP�QHZ�PHPEHUV�DQG
LQFUHDVHG�SOHGJHV�

:H�KDG�RXU�bUVW�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�WKH�ORFDO�*UHHN�FRPPXQLW\��DV�)U��0LFKDHO��=LHEDUWK��LQYLWHG�SURPLQHQW
*UHHN�IDPLOLHV�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�IXQHUDO�RI�RQH�RI�KLV�PHPEHUV�DW�&76��DVNHG�)U��%HQMDPLQ�WR�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�
DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�DWWHQGHHV�WR�FRQVLGHU�DWWHQGLQJ�&76�UHJXODUO\��:H�ORRN�DW�WKLV�DV�WKH�bUVW�VWHS�WRZDUG�IRUJLQJ
GHHSHU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

7KH�FKXUFK�KHOG�LWV�VHFRQG�IXOO�\HDU�RI�DGXOW�HGXFDWLRQ���/DVW�\HDU
V�F\FOH�ZDV�WKH�bUVW�IXOO�\HDU�RI�DGXOW�&KULVWLDQ
HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�GHFDGHV���$QG�ZH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�DGG�/HQWHQ�VHUYLFHV��FHOHEUDWLQJ�%ULGHJURRP�0DWLQV�IRU�WKH�bUVW�WLPH�LQ
\HDUV�

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

7KH�SDULVK�VXSSRUWV�WKH�ORFDO�VFKRRO�EDFNSDFN�SURJUDP��ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�PHDOV�IRU�XQGHUSULYLOHJHG�FKLOGUHQ�GXULQJ
WKH�VFKRRO�\HDU��DQG�SUHSDUHG�GHOLYHUHG�PHDOV�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�

:H�bQDQFLDOO\�VXSSRUW�D�ORFDO�SURJUDP�WR�DVVLVW�ZLWK�WKH�QHHGV�RI�XQGHUSULYLOHJHG�PRWKHUV�

:H�VXSSRUWHG�D�SURJUDP�WKDW�SURYLGHV�WKHUDS\�WR�ORFDO�UHVLGHQWV�ZLWK�VHYHUH�SK\VLFDO�DQG�PHQWDO�FKDOOHQJHV�

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
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���2XU�FKXUFK�LV�QRW�OLVWHG�RQ�WKH�6&2%$�GLUHFWRU\�RI�2UWKRGR[�FKXUFKHV��2QH�QHZ�PHPEHU�KDG�EHHQ�GULYLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ
DQ�KRXU�RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\�IRU�PRQWKV��QHYHU�NQRZLQJ�ZH�ZHUH�RQO\�D�IHZ�PLOHV�DZD\���7KDQNIXOO\��KH�GLVFRYHUHG�XV
WKURXJK�DOWHUQDWH�PHDQV���:H�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�VLWH�DGGLQJ�RXU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

���/DFN�RI�IRUPDO�PLQLVWULHV�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

���7KH�GHYHORSHU�RI�RXU�SDULVK�ZHEVLWH�IDFHG�D�KHDOWK�LVVXH��VHWWLQJ�EDFN�LWV�UROORXW�FRQVLGHUDEO\�

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� 1�$

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
��

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 
301 Struthers Liberty Rd. 
Campbell, OH 44405-1949 
www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org 
 
 

 

Clergy 
Archpriest Andrew D. Nelko 
Deacon David Gemmel 
 

3 Ordained Subdeacons   -   5 Tonsured Readers 
 
Committees/Societies 
Ministries: 

- Stewardship Committee – Promotes ‘stewardship’ activities in the parish. 
- Pastoral participation in Deanery and Pan Orthodox Clergy Associations. 
- Parish Sisterhood – Annual “Soup for Caring” ministry donates proceeds to charity. 
- “Ladies Altar Society” – Provides for the “ecclesiastical” needs of the parish. 

-       FOCA (Fellowship of Orthodox Christian in America) – Yearly “Easterfest” and  
-       “Cookie Walk” events financially support youth & charitable endeavors. 

- Prosphora Bakers – Support the liturgical requirements of the parish. 
- Support St. Vladimir’s Camp through active participation of volunteers. 
- Support of St. Basil Workers (Local Lay Ministry) – Hospital, nursing homes, and 

shut-in visitations. 
- Lay Women’s Ministry – Educational-Charitable-Visitation activities. 
- Healing Akathist Service to St. Nectarios – Frequency TBD during the year. 
- Unneeded Gift Program – In lieu of sending gifts, flowers, or cards to individuals  

-      celebrating their birthdays, anniversaries, etc., this program provides the opportunity  
-      to make an offering to the church in their honor. 
- -    Donation of Wine/Incense, Altar Candles, Amvon Candles, Tetrapod Candles,  
-      flowers on a monthly basis – Individuals in whose name donations are made are  
-      remembered during the Proskomedia and in intercessory prayer. 

 
Education: 

- Church School – Meets immediately prior to Divine Liturgy every Sunday (Sep-May). 
- Teen/Adult Education – Meets weekly as part of the Parish Religious Education 

Program. 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
Parish Accomplishments / Events: 

- Implemented Parish Tree Trimming/Landscaping Project 
- Annual Parish Pre-Advent Dinner/Social (November 2018) 

Participated in: 
- 57th DOM Assembly (Lansing, IL - October 2019) 
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     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Outreach to community: 

- -    Support the “Rescue Mission” – An organization that responds to the “physical, 
-      emotional and spiritual needs of disadvantaged men, women and children”. 

- Membership in the Eastern Orthodox Clergy Association of Mahoning Valley 
(charitable outreach). 

- Participate in the Annual “Feed our Valley” project to help the homeless during the 
holiday season. 

- Parish involvement with the “St. Nicholas Seminarian Program” which provides a 
seminarian family with gifts and financial support. 

- Kolachi sales twice a year. 
- ‘Warm the Children’ Campaign (Orphan children in Russia) 
- Annual involvement in the Campbell Memorial High School Baccalaureate Program. 
- Participate in the Annual Campbell Middle School Supply Drive. 

 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  

- Aging infrastructure (building) 
- Dwindling population base (local community) 
- Dwindling supporting membership (parish) 

 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 

- City of Campbell (Ohio) ‘First responder Blessing’ (September 2019) 
- Archpastoral Visit (BP Paul) & Ordination (Diaconate) Subdeacon James Hryb 

(October 2019) 
- Annual Parish Fall Dinner/Social (October 2019) 
- Blessing of ‘Flower Garden’ (Mill Creek Park) on Feast of the Dormition (August 2020) 

 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017  

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 92 92 98 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 91 83 76 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 68 62 57 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 13 12 10 

Number of Catechumens 0 0 0 
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 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 1 1 1 

Funerals 8 2 6 

Marriages 0 2 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 33 29 24 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 7 9 8 

 
 
 

Average Sunday Communicants  =   
Average Sunday Attendance minus 25% 
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3DULVK�1DPH
+RO\�$VVXPSWLRQ�&KXUFK���&DQWRQ��2+

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
5HY��-RKQ�.HQQHUN

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�dOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
+RO\�$VVXPSWLRQ�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK

&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
�����SDULVK�UHSRUW�SKRWR�KRO\�DVVXPSWLRQ�FKXUFK�FDQWRQ�RK�KRO\�DVVXPSWLRQ�H[WHULRU�SGI

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY� -RKQ .HQQHUN

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

3DULVK�&RXQFLO

6W��$QQ
V�:RPHQ
V�*XLOG

&DWHFKHVLV�RI�WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG

%HQHYROHQFH�&RPPLWWHH

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

2XU�SDULVK�KRVWHG�DQRWKHU�WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�IRU�WKH�&DWHFKHVLV�RI�WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG��D�0RQWHVVRUL�EDVHG�FKLOGUHQbV
HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDP�

:H�KRVWHG�RXU�DQQXDO�&KLOGUHQbV�)HVWLYDO��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�HGLI\LQJ�ZD\�WR�HQJDJH�RXU�QHLJKERUKRRG�

:H�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK�SURSHUW\�XSGDWHV��VSHFLdFDOO\�HOHFWULFDO�ZRUN��OLJKWLQJ��DQG�SDLQWLQJ�

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

:H�KRVWHG�RXU�DQQXDO�&KLOGUHQbV�)HVWLYDO��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�DQ�HGLI\LQJ�ZD\�WR�HQJDJH�RXU�QHLJKERUKRRG�

:H�SURYLGH�FRDWV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�GLVWULFW�WKURXJK�RXU��&RDWV�IRU�.LGV��SURJUDP�

:H�KRVW�RXU�VHUYLFHV�RQOLQH�DQG�WKURXJK�EURDGFDVW�UDGLR��LQEQ�QHW��IRU�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��7KLV�LV�D�JUHDW�EHQHdW�WR
SDULVKLRQHUV�ZKR�DUH�KRPHERXQG�DQG�WR�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�WKH�EURDGFDVW�DUHD�DQG�RQOLQH�
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�
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�

2019 DOM Assembly 83 Delegate Book



'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�cOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
6W��7KHRGRVLXV�&DWKHGUDO���&OHYHODQG��2+

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

9��5HY� -RKQ =GLQDN

5HY��'Q� 3URWRGHDFRQ�'DQLHO %RHULR

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV
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)DLWK�(QULFKPHQW�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�*URXS

&DWKHGUDO�&KDSWHU�)�2�&�$�

&RSSHU�6WRQH�&DWHULQJ�DQG�(YHQW�&HQWHU�&RPPLWWHH

6W��7KHRGRVLXV�&HPHWHU\�&RPPLWWHH

)LQDQFH�&RPPLWWHH
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&KXUFK�6FKRRO�LV�JURZLQJ�LQ�QXPEHU�DV�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�SDULVK�JURZ�LQ�DJH�

$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�(OHFWLRQV�SURYLGH�QHZ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�\RXQJHU�JHQHUDWLRQ��$OO�WKHP�ZLOOLQJ�DQG�UHDG\�WR�DVVXPH
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2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
 
St. Gregory of Nyssa 
2219 Summit Street, Columbus, OH. 43210 
 
 
 

 
 

Clergy 
 
Fr. Stephen Frase (Rector), Fr. Daniel Rentel (retired, Pastor Emeritus), Fr. Matthew Moriak 
(attached, serving as director of youth ministries), Fr. James Sizemore (attached), Fr. Benjamin 
Johnson (attached), Fr. Dn. Paul Mitchell (attached) and Fr. Dn. Joseph Shaluha (attached) 
 
Committees/Societies 
 
St. Elizabeth Group (outreach to sick and shut-ins), Parish Sisterhood, “O” Club (Jr. & Sr.), 
Prayer Group, Charities, Outreach, Book Club, Library Committee, Bookstore, Scholarship 
Committee 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
 

• Parish Sisterhood planned and arranged for OCA Chancellor, Fr. Alexander Rentel to 
give a lecture and preach during Great Lent.  

• Peter and Sharon Georges, facilitators of the St. Nicholas Uganda Children’s Fund visited 
the parish in June to share their work and raise funds.   

• Professor of Church History at St. Tikhon’s Seminary, Dr. David Ford, visited the parish 
in July and offered a talk on St. John Chrysostom’s Letters to St. Olympia related to the 
topic of despondency.    

 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

• Parish outreach program currently serves four (4) meals a week to those need.   
• Supporting a seminarian who was a member of St. Gregory’s. 
• Providing scholarships to college students who are members of OCF, attend St. 

Gregory’s while in school, and/or are members of the parish.   
 

     Major Challenges Faced  
• Lack of adequate parking. 
• Transitioning to new leadership of the parish outreach program. 
• Solve challenges regarding handicap accessibility.  The parish’s nave and the first floor 

of the parish education building are handicap accessible, but the social hall and upstairs 
religious education rooms are not. This became more obvious after the parish’s nave 
suffered water damage on Holy Tuesday.  While waiting for repairs to be completed, 
worship services were held in social hall until the end of August. 
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Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
 
A series of talks and lectures along with additional liturgical celebrations are currently being 
planned for Advent to increase the opportunities for prayer and learning. 
 
OCMC missionary to Guatemala, Fr. Juvenaly Repass, will be visiting the parish in November to 
update the faithful on his work and current developments related to the Orthodox communities in 
Guatemala.   
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 102 102 102 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 125 110 110 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 115 100 100 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 20-25 15-20 15-20 

Number of Catechumens 2 (plus inquirers) 3 (plus inquirers) 5 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 8 3 1 

Funerals 0 1 1 

Marriages 1 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  5 0 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 40 30 15 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 30 30 30 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
 
St. Nicholas The Wonderworker OCA Paris 
191/203 King Ave 
Columbus, OH 43201 
 

 
 
snwoca.org 

Clergy 
 
V. Rev. Miroljub Ruzic 
 
 
Committees/Societies 
 
With the help of God, the Most Holy Ever-Virgin Theotokos, our Patron Saint St. Nicholas the 
Wonderworker and all of the Martyrs and Saints, we are steadfastly committed to preserving and 
safeguarding the Purity of our Holy Orthodox Faith in the midst of the growing universal apostasy. 
"Behold, I am coming quickly. Keep on holding fast that which thou hast, in order that no one should 
take thy crown." (Rev. 3:11) 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
 
The third official visit by His Grace, Bishop Paul 
Fr. Miroljub was awarded the Synodal Award to wear the Jeweled Cross 
Full Liturgical cycle of the unabridged Services 
Building a spiritual community in Orthophronima 
A thorough traditional study of the Holy Scripture and the Holy Fathers 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
 
Food for the poor 
Distribute complete Thanksgiving Dinners to the poor 
Charity distribution within the parish 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
 
Financial challenges 
Our 104-year-old church building is in constant need of maintenance and repairs 
Pending repairs and other expenses 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
 
Diocesan Hierarch’s visit 
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 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 
13 

Dues paying 
members 

13 
Dues paying 

members 

13 
Dues paying 

members 
 September 

2016 thru 
August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 50 60 60 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 30-40 35-45 35-45 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 15-25 15-25 15-25 

Number of Catechumens 1 2 2 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 8 8 7 

Funerals 3 3 2 

Marriages 2 3 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 1 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 16 16 17 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 20-25 20-25 20-25 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of Janauary 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church 
2238 E 32nd Street 
Lorain, OH 44055 
www.OrthodoxLorain.org 
 
 

 
Clergy 
Rev. Joseph McCartney, Rector 
V. Rev. Basil Stoyka (Retired, Attached) 
Protodeacon Edward Kolenda 
Subdeacon Theophan Baymiller 
Subdeacon Benjamin Wharton 
Reader Alex Morris 
 
Committees/Societies 
Fundraising Committee, Men’s Club, PTO, Sisterhood 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

- Investigation of church embezzlement revealed former financial secretary stole over 
$80,000 over a 4 year period. Report was filed with Lorain police and she was arrested. 
Parish has received all but $6,000 back which will be paid Jan. 2020. 

- Annual Russian Food Festival was a success. 
- Major Renovations have begun at rectory and parish building. 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
- Over 125 turkeys were delivered to St Herman’s House of Hospitality (FOCUS) 
- Food / Cash Donations made to Haven House, Lorain, OH 
- Annual Seminary Fundraiser 

 
     Major Challenges Faced  

- Church embezzlement by former financial secretary will continue to have lasting effects 
on the parish. Namely it will take time to heal the wounds caused by this. Lots of 
arguments and insults need to be resolved.  

- $20,000+ behind in Diocesan Assessments due to embezzlement. 
- More renovations on parish and rectory needed.  
- Retention of parishioners due to location, sickness & death. 
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Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2018 to August 2019 
- Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive 
- Annual Russian Food Festival 
- Annual visit of St Tikhon’s Seminary Mission Choir & Seminary Fundraiser 

 
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count  70 65 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  65 60 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  55 58 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance  12 10 

Number of Catechumens  5 0 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms  2 1 

Funerals  1 2 

Marriages  1 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy   4 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled  15 10 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating  45 

45 
(Adult Ed is 
done during 
Coffee Hour 

once a month) 
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'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
9��5HY��(PLOLDQ�+XWQ\DQ

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
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&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
�����SDULVK�UHSRUW�SKRWR�VW�DQGUHZ�FKXUFK�PDSOH�KHLJKWV�RK�����-3*

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

9��5HY� (PLOLDQ +XWQ\DQ

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

)2&$�FKDSWHU

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

/DUJH�DWWHQGHG�SDULVK�VXPPHU�SLFQLF��ZLWK�YLVLWLQJ�SDULVK�

5H�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�FKXUFK�SUH�VFKRRO�SURJUDP

&HOHEUDWHG���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�IRXQGLQJ�RI�SDULVK

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

6FKRRO�VXSSO\�GULYH�IRU�ORFDO�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO

PRQWKO\�YROXQWHHULQJ�DW�FLW\�IRRG�EDQN

JLYLQJ�WUHH�JLIW�FDUG�GRQDWLRQV�WR�ORFDO�IDPLO\�LQ�QHHG�DW�FKULVWPDV

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
bQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IURP�DOO�PHPEHUV��ODFN�RI�FDWHFKXPHQV�DQG�FKXUFK�JURZWK��ODFN�RI�DWWHQGDQFH�DW�ELEOH�VWXG\�DQG
IHDVW�GD\V

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of Sept 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Rd 
Mentor, OH 44060 
 

 

Clergy 
Very Reverend Fr Andrew Clements 
Dcn Brian Crivella 
Sbdcn Leonard Heim 
Sbdcn Daniel Rausch 
 
Committees/Societies 
Parish Council 
Coffee Hour 
Book Study Group 
Kitchen Crew (raises money for special projects) 
Cleaning Crew 
Grounds Crew 
St Juliana’s Society (Provides meals to parishioners in need) 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
5 Converts for Christmas, 2 for Pentecost 
Next Icon phase nearing completion by Autumn 
Completed new Storage Facility 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
St Nicholas Uganda Children’s Fund 
Sponsors Lunches at Local Soup Kitchen 
Supports St Herman’s House (Men’s shelter, food provider) 
Supported Project Hope of Lake County 
Provided 100 Turkey Dinners to those in need 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Getting people to serve on Parish Council & Church School 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 DOM Assembly 96 Delegate Book



 

Page 2 of 2 

 
 Reported for 

Calendar Year 
2017 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count   127 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2017 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2018 

September 
2018 thru 
Aug 2019 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance   150 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants   140 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance   35 

Number of Catechumens   7 

 Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2017 

Reported for 
Calendar Year 

2018 

September 
2018 thru 
Aug 2019 

Baptisms   6 

Funerals   1 

Marriages   3 

Receptions into Orthodoxy    7 

Church School/Number Enrolled   53 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating   30 

 
 
. 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 

Parish 
Name and 
Address 

Photo 

 

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church 
6822 Broadview Rd 
Parma, OH 44134 
          

 
Clergy 
V. Rev. Alexander Garklavs 
Protodeacon Anthony Kall 
V. Rev. Yves Babich, Retired-Attached 
Committees/Societies 
Parish Council, Church Choir, Church School, Greeters Group, Liturgical Readers, Altar Servers, 
Outreach Cooking Ministry, Women’s Reading Group, La Coupole Bookstore, St. Anne Seniors 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
Completion of major extensive repair projects on church domes 
Presentation of “Spiritual Hospital” by Church School students to coincide with Deanery Mission service 
Coordinating St. Herman’s House of Hospitality Fund Raiser Luncheon in November, 2018 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Monthly participation of preparation and serving of meals at St. Herman’s House  
Support for the St. Mary of Egypt Food Bank and Distribution Center 
Volunteer participation and support for ZOE for Life! Ministry 
Assistance to St. Panteleimon Orthodox Christian Outreach 
Hosting and participating in the Eastern Orthodox Woman’s Guild of Northeast Ohio 
Participation and representation on Cleveland Chapter of IOCC 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Financial drain on on-going maintenance projects 
Challenges in fostering parish administrative personne7 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries – September 2019 to August 2020 
Annual Parish Meeting – October 28, 2019 
Konevits Quartet of Liturgical Music – September 13, 2018 
Annual Fund-raiser Luncheon for St. Herman’s House – November 3, 2019  

 
 
 

As of 
September 1, 

2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 140 140 140 
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 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 125 120 120 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 70 70 70 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 20 15 15 

Number of Catechumens 1 1 1 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 5 6 7 

Funerals 6 10 6 

Marriages 1 3              2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 2 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 30 25 24 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 9 8 10 
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Report	of	the	Indianapolis	Deanery	

The	Indianapolis	Deanery	is	in	transition.		Fr.	Ted	Bobosh	retired	as	Dean	as	of	September	1.		Fr.	

Joel	Weir	has	been	appointed	as	the	new	Dean.			

The	Deanery	had	one	joint	event	in	January,	a	WebEx	video	conference	with	Bishop	Paul	

discussing	the	Diaconate	in	the	Church	today.		Questions	discussed	included:		What	is	the	

unique	role	of	the	deacon	in	the	parish?		What	does	a	parish	lose	or	miss	if	there	is	no	deacon	

serving	in	the	parish?	

Bishop	Paul	noted	the	deacon	does	have	some	unique	roles	in	the	parish:		No	other	parishioner	

but	a	deacon	can	help	distribute	Communion	on	Sunday	or	take	Communion	to	the	sick	during	

the	week.		The	Deacon	has	the	unique	role	of	leading	the	liturgical	service	when	the	hierarch	is	

present.		It	is	the	deacon’s	role	to	make	sure	all	goes	smoothly	for	the	hierarchical	liturgy.			

Deacons	might	also	be	involved	in	the	pastoral	outreach	of	the	parish	–	taking	Communion	to	

the	sick,	visiting	the	sick	and	anointing	the	sick	(though	not	with	formal	Unction).		Deacons	may	

give	sermons	and	help	with	parish	administration.		They	can	coordinate	charity	activities	and	

parish	outreach,	as	well	as	they	may	be	involved	in	parish	education	and	catechesis.			Deacons	

are	not	to	serve	as	elected	members	of	the	Parish	Council.		They	have	no	vote	on	Parish	Council	

because	they	might	then	actually	vote	against	the	priest	and	this	shouldn’t	happen	as	their	

ministry	is	to	assist	the	priest	in	the	parish.		The	Liturgy	was	written	assuming	a	deacon	would	

be	serving	and	it	improves	the	experience	of	the	parishioners	to	have	a	deacon.		Deacons	can	

assist	by	choir	directing	or	helping	in	the	choir	when	needed.		Deacons	can	help	organize	parish	

ministries	and	charitable	work.		In	the	Liturgy,	the	deacon	is	helping	lead	the	community	in	

prayer.	

	There	were	three	deacons	ordained	recently	in	the	Deanery:		Johnothon	Sauer	in	Cincinnati,	

Darrell	Rentsch	in	Indianapolis	and	David	Abshear	in	Dayton.	

Fr.	Ted	Bobosh	retired	after	being	the	parish	priest	for	33	years	at	St	Paul	Church	in	Dayton.		Dn	

Gregory	Ealy	is	to	be	ordained	as	a	priest	and	assigned	to	St	Paul	as	the	new	parish	rector	

before	the	end	of	the	year.	

St	Stephen’s	Church	in	Lima	remains	without	a	permanent	rector.		The	parish	is	currently	served	

by	Fr.	Joshua	Coolman	from	Indianapolis.	

	

Fr.	Ted	Bobosh,	Dean	

Indianapolis	Deanery	

30	August	2019	
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
 
St Paul Orthodox Church 
4451 Wagner Rd 
Dayton, OH 45440 

 

Clergy 
 
Deacon David Abshear 
 
 
 
Committees/Societies 
 
Social Committee, Risk Committee, Greeters, Capitol Improvement 
 
 
 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

1)  Volunteers from the parish helped families clean up their properties destroyed by the 
May tornadoes which ripped through Dayton. 

2) The establishment and growth of social groups for women, men, and mothers which 
meet on a regular basis. 

3) Twenty two baptisms including 9 adults.  Six women currently pregnant. 
4) A wonderful retirement party for Fr Ted Bobosh, leaving the parish after 33 years of 

service to the parish. 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
 
Besides collecting money for numerous charities throughout the year, the parish gives 
$1900/month to various charities.  Parish families help parish families in need with meals and 
financially.  Parish helps make lunches at St. Vincent de Paul charity center. 
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
 
The transition to a new priest. 
 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
October 26 – Fr. Silviu Bunta who just completed a fresh translation of the Divine Liturgy will 
talk about what he learned through doing the translation. 
November 1 -   Arrival of Dn Gregory Ealy as the new priest of our parish. 
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 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 130 111 140 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 110 105 110 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 90 90 90 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 10 10 12 

Number of Catechumens 4 7 4 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 4 10 22 

Funerals 1 2 1 

Marriages 1 4 2 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  7 10 5 

Church School/Number Enrolled 55 50 60 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 20 25 25 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
St. John the Forerunner Orthodox Church 
1421 S. Blaine Ave. – Church 
1621 W. Howard St. – Mailing Address 
Indianapolis, IN  46221 
  
Clergy 
Priest Zachariah Trent – Rector                                  Deacon Peter Rentsch 
Archpriest David Maroney – Attached                       Subdeacon Luke Seraphim Beecham 
Archpriest Joseph Gibson – Retired – Attached 
Priest Joshua Coolman - Attached 
Committees/Societies 
Book Corner Ministry   Childrens Education Ministry 
Benevolence Ministry   Worship and Liturgical Ministry    
Hospitality Ministry   Buildings and Grounds Ministry 
Adult Education Ministry   Parish Life Ministry 
Finance Ministry    St. John’s Camp Ministry 
Library Ministry 
Since September 2016 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
The annual fall retreat was held. The speaker was Dr. Philip Mamalakis. Dr. Mamalakis is a 
professor at Holy Cross and a practicing marriage and family therapist. 
 
A discussion group was held in July and August concerning the C.S. Lewis book The Screwtape 
Letters. The study was well received. 
 
Deacon Peter Rentsch was ordained to the Diaconate after completing the Diaconal Vocation 
program. 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Weekly collections for the Mary Rigg Community Center food pantry. 
 
Raise and Restore; a community outreach ministry operating out of St. John facilities has 
continued to host a Friday evening dinner open the neighborhood in our annex building. The 
dinners are currently held on two evenings a month with plans to go to weekly. The volunteers 
have been largely St. John’s parishioners. 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
We have been facing the challenge of being in the world but not of it. 
  
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
Another multi-parish retreat is scheduled for October. The speaker will be Dr. Philip Mamalakas. 
The theme will be on the family. 
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 As of 
September 1, 

2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 90 94 98 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 80 80 80 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 70 70 70 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 15 15 15 

Number of Catechumens 3 5 4 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 3 2 2 

Funerals 1 0 0 

Marriages 3 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 2 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 28 28 28 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 0 23 12 
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5HY��3KLOLS�/DVKEURRN

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�cOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
6W�7KRPDV�WKH�$SRVWOH

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY� 3KLOLS /DVKEURRN

5HY� '1�5DSKDHO )DGLO

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

%XLOGLQJ�&RPPLWWHH

+RVSLWDOLW\�&RPPLWWHH

&KXUFK�6FKRRO�&RPPLWWHH

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

5HOD\�IRU�/LIH

+DUYHVW�3DUW\�DW�+DUWPDQbV

3UHSDULQJ�IRU���WK�$QQLYHUVDU\

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

3ULVRQ�0LQLVWU\�DW�0LDPL�&RUUHFWLRQDO�)DFLOLW\

5HOD\�IRU�/LIH

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
1R�PDMRU�FKDOOHQJHV

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\
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���������� ��WK�$QQLYHUVDU\

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
�

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
 
St Stephen the First Martyr Orthodox Church 
 
3560 Shawnee Rd Lima Oh 45806 
 

 

Clergy 
 
Subdeacon Joshua Hodges 
Reader Jonathan Wey 
Reader Daniel Hodges 
 
Committees/Societies 
 
Parish Council 
Catechism Class 
Womens Group 
Men’s Group 
 
Since September 2017 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
 
Theophany blessing of the water at one of our reservoirs. 
 
Cookie Walk 
 
Feast Day picnic  
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
 
Ongoing Alms gathering, for people who walk in, in need. 
 
Advent canned goods drive. 
 
Christmas donations for local women’s shelter 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
 
Financial need. 
 
Growth. 
 
No full time Priest yet. 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2018 to August 2019 
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Annual Cookie Walk. 
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 13 13 13 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 35 36 32 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 35 36 32 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 20 16 20 

Number of Catechumens 3 3 2 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 2 0 2 

Funerals 1 0 0 

Marriages 1 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 3 

Church School/Number Enrolled 11 11 13 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 1 1 2 
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Kansas City Deanery  
Report to the Diocesan Assembly 

October 8, 2019 
Fr. Timothy Sawchak, Dean 

 
Deanery Activities 

• The Deanery clergy and their families gathered at Holy Trinity Church in 
Overland Park, KS on June 19-20. We served the Akathist to the Holy Spirit on 
Wednesday evening followed by dinner and then served the Divine Liturgy on 
Thursday followed by a lunch. Our plan is to have this event every year the week 
after Pentecost. 

• The Deanery has a class of over 15 students beginning the St. Macrina Program in 
the Fall of 2019 under the direction of Fr. Joshua Lollar locally. 

 
Clergy and parish changes 

• February 11, 2019: Fr. Andrew Moore was released from his duties at St. Thomas 
Church in Springfield, MO and transferred to the Diocese of the West of the 
Orthodox Church in America. Many thanks to Fr. Andrew for his years of service 
to the church in Springfield, MO! 

• April 1, 2019: Fr. Basil Ferguson was released from his duties at St. Raphael 
Mission in Quincy, IL and was assigned at Acting Rector of St. Thomas Church 
in Springfield, MO. 

• Without current rectors in Quincy, IL or Royalton, IL we are grateful to Fr. John 
Pawelchak who serves two Sundays a month at each of these parishes. 

 
Looking Ahead 

• The Deanery clergy and families will gather again in Overland Park, KS on June 
10-11, 2020. 

• The Kansas City Deanery will be celebrating the 50th year of Autocephaly on 
November 6-7 at Holy Trinity Church in Overland Park, KS. Fr. John Erickson, 
retired Dean of St. Vladimir’s Seminary will give a lecture and the choir from 
Holy Trinity will sing arrangements by the late Fr. John Platko. 
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3DULVK�1DPH
7KHRWRNRV�8QH[SHFWHG�-R\�&KXUFK���$VK�*URYH��02

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
9��5HY��0RVHV�%HUU\

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
7KHRWRNRV��8QH[SHFWHG�-R\��2UWKRGR[�&KULVWLDQ�&KXUFK

&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
�����SDULVK�UHSRUW�SKRWR�WKHRWRNRV�XQH[SHFWHG�MR\�FKXUFK�DVK�JURYH�PR�XQH[SHFWHGMR\�-3*

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

9��5HY� 0RVHV %HUU\

5HY��'Q� 7KHRGRUH 1LNODVVRQ

5HY��'Q� -DPHV 0XOOLQ

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

%XLOGLQJ�&RPPLWWHH��6XQGD\�6FKRRO�&RPPLWWHH��&KDULW\�&RPPLWWHH��6W��-RVHSK�RI�$ULPDWKHD�%XULDO�6RFLHW\

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

%DSWLVP�RI����VRXOV�RQ�/D]DUXV�6DWXUGD\��SXUFKDVH�RI�QHZ�LFRQRJUDSK\��DWWHQGDQFH�DW�$OO�$PHULFDQ�&RQIHUHQFH

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

VXSSRUW�RI�VHPLQDULDQ��OHFWXUHV�E\�)U��0RVHV��YLVLWV�IURP�0LVVRXUL�6WDWH�DQG�2]DUNV�7HFK�UHOLJLRQ�FODVVHV

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
([SDQVLRQ�RI�QDYH�DQG�FKXUFK�KDOO��H[SDQVLRQ�RI�FHPHWHU\

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� ��QG�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�SDULVK
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&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
��

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
��

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�
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3DULVK�1DPH
6W��-RKQ�RI�.URQVWDGW�&KXUFK���/LQFROQ��1(

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
9��5HY��-DPHV�'DQN

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
6W�-RKQ�RI�.URQVWDGW

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

9��5HY� -DPHV 'DQN

5HY��'Q� 3URWR�'HDFRQ�(GZLQ $DVHQ��UHWLUHG�

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

6DLQWV�0DUWKD�DQG�0DU\�:RPHQ
V�*URXS

2XWUHDFK�&RPPLWWHH

)DWKHU�$UVHQ\�6RFLHW\

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

&KULVWPDV�3OD\

��WK�$QQLYHUVDU\�&KXUFK�3LFQLF

5XVVLDQ�'LQQHU���3DWURQDO�)HDVW

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

%LJ�5HG�:HOFRPH���%RRWK�DW�XQO�ZHOFRPHLQJ�VWXGHQWV�DW�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HEUDVND�/LQFROQ

*LYLQJ�7UHH�IRU�IULHQGVKLS�KRPH�ZRPHQ
V�VKHOWHU

5XVVLDQ�GLQQHU�IXQGUDLVHU�DQG�FORWKLQJ�GULYH�IRU�&KDSO\QND�8NUDLQH�+RVSLWDO�&KLOGUHQ
V�:DUG

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
/RVV�RI�LQFRPH�GXH�WR�IDPLOLHV�UHORFDWLQJ

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����
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'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� 5XVVLDQ�'LQQHU��3DWURQDO�)HDVW

���������� &KULVWPDV�3OD\

���������� /HQWHQ�5HWUHDW�DQG�6SHDNHU

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
��

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�
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3DULVK�1DPH
1DWLYLW\�RI�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\�&KXUFK���0DGLVRQ��,/

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
5HY��1LFKRODV�)LQOH\

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�cOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
1DWLYLW\�RI�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY� 1LFKRODV )LQOH\

9��5HY� -RKQ 3DZHOFKDN

9��5HY� -RKQ =DELQNR

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

6RFLHW\�RI�WKH�0\UUKEHDULQJ�:RPHQ�6LVWHUKRRG

)2&$�&KDSWHU

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

$WWHQGHG�3DULVK�)RUXP�DQG�DUH�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�VXJJHVWLRQV�WR�IRVWHU�RXWUHDFK�WR�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�

+RVWHG�-RH�.RUPRV�ZKR�KHOSHG�RXU�3DULVK�&RXQFLO�ZLWK�LQVLJKW�DV�WR�VWUHQJWKV��ZHDNQHVVHV��DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU
3DULVK�'HYHORSPHQW

&KULVWPDV�2XWUHDFK�IRU�IDPLOLHV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�QHHG

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

%OHVVLQJ�FDUV�RI�VXUURXQGLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��DV�ZHOO�DV���)LUH�WUXFNV��DQG���3ROLFH�FDUV

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
��ZHHNV�DJR�ZH�KDG�D�KHDY\�UDLQVWRUP�FRPH�WKURXJK�����LQFKHV�RI�UDLQ�LQ�OHVV�WKDQ���KRXUV�ZKLFK�FDXVHG�WKH�VHZHU
OLQHV�LQ�WKH�5HFWRU\�DQG�WKH�&KXUFK�EXLOGLQJ�WR�EDFN�XS��2XU�LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQ\�LV�FXUUHQWO\�GHQ\LQJ�FRYHUDJH�RQ�RXU
FODLP��$QG�WKH�UHSDLUV�DQG�UHPHGLDWLRQ�DUH�WDUJHWHG�DERXW�����������:H�DUH�VHHNLQJ�OHJDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�DQG�SXUVXLQJ
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�WU\�DQG�DGGUHVV�WKHVH�YHU\�UHDO�FRQFHUQV��:H�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�DEOH�WR�KROG�'LYLQH�6HUYLFHV��EXW�DUH�QRW
DEOH�WR�KRVW�FRbHH�KRXU��3OHDVH�NHHS�XV�LQ�\RXU�SUD\HUV�
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8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� 3DULVK
V����WK�$QQLYHUVDU\

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
�

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�
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3DULVK�1DPH
+RO\�7ULQLW\�&KXUFK���2YHUODQG�3DUN��.6

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
9��5HY��7LPRWK\�6DZFKDN

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
+RO\�7ULQLW\�&KXUFK

&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
�����SDULVK�UHSRUW�SKRWR�KRO\�WULQLW\�FKXUFK�RYHUODQG�SDUN�NV�HPDLO�VLJQDWXUH�SKRWR�MSJ

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

9��5HY� 7LPRWK\ 6DZFKDN

9��5HY� &KULVWRSKHU 5RZH

9��5HY� 0LFKDHO 0HGLV

9��5HY� 7KRPDV *HRUJH

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

2XWUHDFK

(DVWHUQ�2UWKRGR[�<RXWK�&DPS

,2&&

2&0&

3URMHFW�0H[LFR

<RXWK�*URXS

0HPRULDO�6RFLHW\��VWLOO�IRUPLQJ�

6WHZDUGVKLS

*UHHWHUV

%RRNVWRUH

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

2019 DOM Assembly 127 Delegate Book



*URXS�IURP�WKH�SDULVK�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�3URMHFW�0H[LFR�LQ�-XO\�����

3HUIRUPHG�RXU�VHFRQG��6\PSKRQ\�RI�:LWQHVVHV��LQ�1RYHPEHU�������([SORULQJ�WKH�$QFLHQW�&KULVWLDQ�&KXUFK�WKURXJK
,PDJH��:RUG��DQG�6RQJ�

3DULVK�)LHOG�7ULS�WR�6W��*HRUJH�&DWKHGUDO�LQ�:LFKLWD��.6�)HEUXDU\�����

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

&ROOHFWHG�����6FKRRO�.LWV�IRU�,2&&�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������

-RKQVRQ�&RXQW\�&KULVWPDV�%XUHDX�'HFHPEHU��������

'ROODUV�IRU�'RQXWV�WR�EHQHbW�2&0&�0DUFK���������

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
&RQWLQXHG�PDLQWHQDQFH�LVVXHV�DQG�NHHSLQJ�D�EDODQFHG�EXGJHW�

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� 9LVLW�RI�%LVKRS�3DXO

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
���

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
���

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
���

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
��

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
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3DULVK�1DPH
$QQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\�0LVVLRQ���6DLQW�-DPHV��02

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
5HY��-RHO�:LOVRQ

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
$QQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\�2UWKRGR[�0LVVLRQ

&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
$QQXQFLDWLRQ���*URXS��MSJ

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY� -RHO :LOVRQ

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

(SLVWOH�5HDGHUV

$OWDU�6HUYHUV

&KDQWHUV

&KLOGUHQ
V�0LQLVWU\

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

.LGV�)HVW�����

1HZ�,FRQRVWDVLV�E\�3DVFKD

1HZ�%XLOGLQJ�)XQG

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

*5$

3UD\HUV�DW�&LW\�&RXQFLO

0RQWKO\�6XSSRUW�RI�7ZR�6HPLQDULDQV

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
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/RVV�RI�FDWHFKXPHQV��IDPLOLHV�UHORFDWLQJ

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� $QQXDO�)DOO�5HWUHDW

���������� $QQLYHUVDU\�RI�)RXQGLQJ

���������� 3DWURQDO�)HDVWGD\

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
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																																						Michigan	Deanery	Report	September	13,	2019	

	

The	Michigan	Deanery	currently	has	no	profound	issues	to	address	that	needs	any	emergency	assistance	
from	the	Diocese.	Each	priest	in	their	parish	feels	no	major	problems	to	address	for	their	parish.	

Our	Scheduled	50th	Anniversary	Celebration	of	the	OCA	Autocephaly	will	be	Bright	Friday	and	Bright	
Saturday	April	24-25,	2020,		at	Holy	Transfiguration	Church,	hosted	by	Fr.	Michael	Butler.	Fr.	Alexander	
Garklavs	will	be	the	guest	speaker.	His	Grace	Bishop	Paul	will	preside	at	the	Hierarchical	Divine	Liturgy	
on	Bright	Saturday.	Matushka	Vicky	Kopistiansky	will	plan	a	short	concert	for	the	event.	We	will	be	
meeting	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	to	plan	the	menu	for	Friday	evening	and	Saturday.	Informational	
fliers	will	also	be	planned	out	to	advertise	this	event	for	the	parishes	in	the	deanery.	

Orthodox	Detroit	Outreach	(ODO)	is	in	its	8th	year	in	the	setting	at	Sts.	Peter	and	Paul	Cathedral.	
Currently	15	Orthodox	parishes	participate	in	sending	missionaries	to	help	feed	the	poor	and	homeless	
in	the	Southwest	community	of	Detroit.	Recently	9	teens	and	6	adults	came	from	Milwaukee,	WI,	from,	
Sts.	Cyril	and	Methodius	Church	for	a	weekend	as	missionaries	to	help	ODO.	It	was	a	successful	
endeavor,	and	they	welcome	all	churches	to	use	this	opportunity	to	come	to	Detroit	and	be	
missionaries.		

Sts.	Peter	and	Paul	Cathedral	paid	down	their	1	million	dollar	debt!	Congratulations!		They	are	still	
standing	and	praising	God!	The	congregation		is	now	coming	to	a	course	of	action	to	downsize	and	make	
their	future	manageable	and	sustainable.	Please	pray	for	their	next	course	of	action	and	their	continued	
service	for	their	neighborhood	community.	

For	some	parishes,	the	13	%	stewardship	to	the	diocese	has	affected	their	above	giving	to	other	
charitable	needs	in	the	deanery,	such	as	helping	with	the	priest	stipend	at	Sts.	Peter	and	Paul,	and	ODO	
donations.	Although	the	parishes	are	meeting	their	obligations	to	the	Diocese,	their	budgets	have	
tightened	and	donations	to	other	charitable	causes	have	decreased	in	some	cases.		

The	Michigan	Deanery	remains	dedicated	to	proclaiming	the	Good	News,	in	supporting	DOOR	Radio	
(Detroit	Orthodox	Radio)	and	participating	in	Pan	Orthodox	services	during	Great	Lent,	and	Clergy	
Brotherhood	gatherings	supported	by	the	Counsel	of	Orthodox	Christian	Churches	(COCC).	

May	God	continue	to	show	His	Blessings	upon	our	Michigan	Deanery!	

Archpriest	Fr.	Dusan	Koprivica	
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
Holy Ascension Orthodox Church  
PO Box 367 
810 Austin Av. 
Albion, MI 49224 
 

 

Clergy 
 
Fr Joshua Frigerio, rector. Fr. Deacon John Wesner. Fr Angelo Pepps (attached).  Fr. Deacon 
Justin Jackson. 
 
 
Committees/Societies 
none 
 
 
Since September 2017 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
Mid-August annual Orthodox Family Camp a success.   
Annual Project Mexico mission trip was great.   
 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
 
Fr. Angelo is trying to get a mission off the ground in Kalamazoo, 45 minutes to our west.  
OCF activities in neighboring colleges. 
Lots of catechism all the time. 
Trying to keep our new seminarian and his family alive at St. Tikhons.  
 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
 
Old building upkeep.  
Running out of space, not enough money to do anything about it. 
Need handicap access, not enough money to do anything about it. 
Sin. 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
 
n/a 
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 55 55 57 
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 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 80 85 85 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 55 65 65 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 30 30 30 

Number of Catechumens 5 7 7 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 7 4 5 

Funerals 0 1 0 

Marriages 0 2 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  5 2 17 

Church School/Number Enrolled 10 15 25 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 10 10 10 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
Saints Peter & Paul Orthodox Cathedral 
3810 Gilbert Street 
Detroit, MI 48210 
 

 
Clergy 
 
V. Rev. Fr. Paul Albert 
331 E Jefferson St. 
Blissfield, MI 49228 
419-944-3995 
Committees/Societies 
Church & Community Center Task Forces 
Neighborhood Outreach Ministries 
Choir/sacred Music Ministry 
Greeter Ministry 
Campus Ministries 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
1)  Developing parish Community Center as regional Missionary Center 
Along with the many Orthodox parish missionary volunteers who participate in our programs, 
we have been in active dialogue with several local organizations that serve our neighbors in SW 
Detroit, and might develop partnerships with us. Our prayer is to more fully utilize our 
Community Center to better serve our neighbors in need. 
 
2)  Orthodox Missions Weekend –August, 2019  
     Parish hosted /St. Cyril & Methodios Milwaukee, WI missionaries  
 
3)  Partnering with Deanery Missionaries to build a Team approach to addressing the physical 
needs of the missionary Church and Community Center, and implementing vision to address 
necessary upgrades in order to strengthen and sustain our missionary presence in SW Detroit 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
 
June 29 2019 Patronal Feast: Neighborhood Festival . Liturgy, procession through neighborhood 
and festive activities throughout the day which brought our parish more visibly back into the 
neighborhood awareness.  
 
August 6-9 Vacation Church School for neighborhood children 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Paid off in July 2019 an 18 year Bond Debt totaling approx. $1 Million in principle and interest. 
 
August 2019 –loss of long term lease (Head Start Program renting our church school wing) due 
to city wide down-sizing and federal grant cuts.  This loss of income offset our bond payment. 
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Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
 
2020 Festival and Vacation Church School 
 
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 36 32 34 

 September 
2015 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2016 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 35 30 37 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 33 25 28 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 8 6 6 

Number of Catechumens 2 2 6 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 2 2 3 

Funerals 2 1 1 

Marriages 1 1 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  1 1 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 7 2 2 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 14 12 20 
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Saints Peter & Paul Orthodox Cathedral 
2019 Report/Summary 
 
We continue to face several challenges, both spiritually and temporally.  It continues to be a sobering time 
for our small missionary community. As these challenges have been met with continuing faith and love-for 
God and neighbor, we are encouraged by the growing spiritual maturity of our team. 
 
We continue to provide a sacramental presence in the inner city of Detroit, and extend our Eucharistic 
celebration into the neighborhood.   Along with our Weekly Sunday Meal/Ministries, our activities which 
serve our neighbors at our Community Center have expanded to include a weekly Wednesday 
Neighborhood Meal/Akathist and Adult Bible Study which gathers about 20 of our members, missionaries 
and neighbors every week.  We are learning the importance of building consistency and regularity into our 
ministerial activities, as this becomes more the “heartbeat” of the neighborhood. This is again enabling us 
to add a Saturday neighborhood meal/ministry, beginning this September 2019, once each month. 
 
Missionaries bring the Church to where it is not in its fullness. This year of 2019 we hosted one of our first 
missionary teams from further out in the diocese.  About 15 teens and advisors traveled from Milwaukee, 
WI (Sts. Cyril & Methodios parish) to work, serve, and worship with us in our missionary activities in the 
inner city of SW Detroit.  The group had a great time serving, even touring the downtown Detroit area. 
 
As a parish, in July 2019 we finally paid off our 18 year burden of bond debt ($1 M of principle and 
interest) this July, 2019.  With all our given challenges, we consider this nothing short of miraculous, and 
thank God. We are continuing to discern a path forward with over extended aging campus facilities. 
 
We are grateful for the growing involvement among our Deanery parish faithful (and the greater pan 
Orthodox community) in the works of mercy we are cultivating in our missionary parish setting.  We thank 
our Bishop Paul, and our Dean Father Dusan Koprivica, who actively promote our missionary 
opportunities within their parishes.   
 
In the coming year we are continuing to build momentum with our outreach activities of Festival and 
Vacation Church School in the neighborhood, along with our presently very active partnership ministries 
with Orthodox Detroit Outreach. 
 
We ask for your prayers and thank you for your active help and support of these efforts. Our hope is that 
this unique setting, in time, may be seen more and more as a missionary extension of all of our parishes in 
the Diocese of the Midwest.  We invite you to contact Fr. Paul Albert to discuss how you might organize a 
parish Mission Team to come and serve. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
V. Rev. Fr. Paul Albert 
Pastor 
 

2019 DOM Assembly 144 Delegate Book



3DULVK�1DPH
6W��'HPHWULXV�&KXUFK���-DFNVRQ��0,

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
9��5HY��'XVDQ�.RSULYLFD

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
6W��'HPHWULXV�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

9��5HY� 'XVDQ .RSULYLFD

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

6LVWHUKRRG��0LVVLRQ�&RPPLWWHH

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

5DLVLQJ�IXQGV�IRU�PRUWJDJH�SD\PHQWV�IRU�QHZ�FODVVURRP�EXLOGLQJ

3ULVRQ�WR�3DUDGLVH�%XV�7RXUV

3LOJULPDJH�WR�)U��6HUDbP
V�0RQDVWHU\�LQ�0XOO�,VODQG��6FRWODQG

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

5HOD\�IRU�/LIH����FDQFHU�ZDON��5LJKW�WR�/LIH����GD\�YLJLO����KRXUV�D�ZHHN�LQ�IURQW�RI�DERUWLRQ�FOLQLF�

3URYLGHG����IDPLOLHV�LQ�-DFNVRQ��0,�ZLWK�&KULVWPDV�IRRG�EDVNHWV��6HQW�2'2�WHDP�WR�IHHG�WKH�SRRU�LQ�'HWURLW

'RQDWHG���������WR�6WV��3HWHU�DQG�3DXO�IRU�SULHVW�VWLSHQG��3URYLGHG�������HPHUJHQF\�IXQG�IRU�D�SULHVW

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
8SGDWLQJ�ZHE�SDJH��$WWHQGDQFH�DW�6DWXUGD\�YHVSHUV��)LQGLQJ�QHZ�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZLOO�YROXQWHHU�DW�&KXUFK�%RDUG�SRVLWLRQV�
QDPHO\�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�WUHDVXUHU��)LQGLQJ�QHZ�YROXQWHHUV�WR�KHOS�RXW�LQ�DFWLYLWLHV�

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� )U��'XVDQ�FHOHEUDWLQJ����\HDUV�DV�D�SULHVW

2019 DOM Assembly 145 Delegate Book



&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
�

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��

2019 DOM Assembly 146 Delegate Book



DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

Email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

Parish Name and Address Photo

Clergy

Committees/Societies

Since September 2018

      Highlights of Top Three Activities

     Outreach and Charitable Activities

     Major Challenges Faced 

+oly Transfiguration 2rthodo[ &hurch
����� W � 0ile 5d
/ivonia, 0,  �����

9 5ev. Archpriest 0ichael E. %utler
5ev. 3rotodeacon -acob )rimenko
9 5ev. 'avid /is, retired, attached.

3arish is organized on a ministry model with 3astoral 	 3arish &ouncil oversight. ,n-house ministries include 
3arish &ouncil, finance committee, youth group, church school, women¶s group, building 	 grounds, 
charitable outreach, choir, greeters, and altar servers. 0embers are also actively involved with the &ouncil of 
2rthodo[ &hristian &hurches of 'etroit, 2rthodo[ &hristian Women of 'etroit, the pan-2rthodo[ choir, 
2rthodo[ 'etroit 2utreach, and the )ellowship of 6t 0oses the %lack.

5egular financial support for, and lay participation in, the urban mission at 66 3eter 	 3aul, 'etroit.
)inancial support for a missionary priest in Africa through ,2&&, an orphan boy at 6t ,nnocent 2rphanage in 
0e[ico, missionary work in *uatemala, and the 8gandan &hildren¶s )und.
Annual &hristmas family proMect through /ivonia *oodfellows organization.

--Major strides taken in adding Iconography to the upper side walls of the temple: the Communion of the 
Apostles (2 panels), and Pentecost were completed; Ascension is in progress.
--We hired a new choir director over the summer who brings exceptional skills to the job.
--We hired a consultant to help us in the process of reorganizing the administrative structure of the parish 
better to reflect the larger size of the parish and its needs.
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Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020

As of 
September 1, 

2017

As of 
September 1, 

2018

As of 
September 1, 

2019

Supporting Membership Count

September 
2016 thru August 

2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance

Number of Catechumens

September 
2016 thru August 

2017

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019

Baptisms

Funerals

Marriages

Page !  of !2 3

The parish is no longer functioning well as a “pastor-led” small church congregation because of the growth in 
our membership. We are currently working on reorganizing/restructuring the parish administration and ministries 
into a sustainable model that involves much more lay participation in ministry. The process is slow and difficult 
and involves some growing pains.
Establishing new ministry opportunities for the many people who want to serve is an ongoing challenge, as well.
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172

151

130

25

2

3

4

0

Our parish will be hosting the Deanery celebration of the 50th anniversary of the OCA's autocephaly  on the 
weekend of 24-25 April 2020.
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Receptions into Orthodoxy 

Church School/Number Enrolled

Adult Education/Number 
Participating
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 1 
 
Parish Name and 
Address 

Photo 

 
St. Mark Orthodox 
Church 
P.O. Box 71130 
400 West Hamlin 
Road 
Rochester Hills, MI 
48307 
 
 
Photo at right: 
Youth choir at 
Nativity Divine 
Liturgy 
 

 
Clergy 

 
Very Rev. Andrew Yavornitzky 
 
Committees/Societies 

 
Parish council, Various working ministry groups (church cleaning, prosphora, coffee service, 
yard work, etc); Men’s Fellowship 
  
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Added another phase of the iconographic adornment of the temple. 
Negotiating a partial land sale to a local developer 
Whole parish outing to a local baseball game 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Annual Christmas food basket distribution to over 250 families on the Saturday before 
Christmas; 
“Love Thy Neighbor” weekly food distribution and in-class tutoring at our neighborhood 
elementary school; 
Actively engaging and contributing to the Mission Outreach in SW Detroit and ODO meal 
service; OCMC – SAMP collection; IOCC Lenten collection; Rochester Neighborhood House 
Advent collection; Other Ad Hoc charitable collections; Prayer Shawl ministry; hosting visiting 
groups from schools and other churches 
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     Major Challenges Faced  

 
Always striving to learn how to be the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church in our current 
21st century suburban environment – then doing something about it. Working through a 
generational transition among the parishioners. 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries – September, 2019 to August 2020 

 
2020 is the 40th anniversary of the founding of St. Mark in Rochester, MI 

 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of September 
1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 120 120 130 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru August 

2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 125  Summer c. 100 

Other c. 130 
Summer c.100 
Other c. 130+ 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 

c. 85% of 
attendees 80% - 85% 80% - 85% 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 20 30 30 

Number of Catechumens 3 11 8 
 September 

2016 thru 
August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru August 

2019 
Baptisms 2 3 1 

Funerals 3 1 3 

Marriages 2 3 0 
Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 11 0 
Church School/Number Enrolled 41 39 31 
Adult Education/Number 
Participating c.20 c.20 c.20 
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Sokolov, Philip <chancery@midwestdiocese.org>

Mpls Dean's Report

Kenneth Wesche <thinkersrfree@msn.com> Mon, Sep 16, 2019 at 3:20 PM
To: Midwest Chancery <chancery@domoca.org>

Follows...

Fr Paul

REPORT	OF	THE	MINNEAPOLIS	DEANERY
To	the	58th	Diocesan	Assembly	of	the	Midwest
Broadview	Heights,	OH
Oct	7-8,	2019

We	have	three	transiOons	to	report	from	the	Minneapolis	Deanery.	In	August,	2019,	Fr	Stacey	Richter	was
released	as 	 rector 	of 	St 	Peter 	 the	Aleut 	 in 	Minot, 	ND	and	assigned	to 	St 	Elizabeth	 the	New	Martyr 	 in
Chesterton,	IN.	Assignment	of	a	new	rector	for	St	Peter	the	Aleut	has	yet	to	be	made.	Inquiries	concerning
possible	assignment	to	St	Peter	may	be	made	to	His	Grace	or	to	me,	Fr	Paul.	We	will	be	happy	to	provide	you
with	informaOon.
Also	in	August,	Fr	Nathan	Kroll	was	released	as	priest-in-charge	of	Holy	Myrrhbearers	Chapel	in	St	Cloud	and
assigned	to 	 the	altar 	of 	Holy 	Trinity 	 in 	St 	Paul. 	His 	Grace	has 	appointed	Fr 	Andrew	Jaye	to 	serve	Holy
Myrrhbearers	as	priest-in-charge,	effecOve	Sunday,	Oct	27.	Fr	Andrew	currently	is	aZached	to	the	altar	of
Holy	Trinity	in	St	Paul.
Finally, 	 at 	 the 	Divine 	 Liturgy 	on 	Saturday, 	Oct 	19, 	 at 	 St 	Mary’s 	Cathedral 	 in 	Minneapolis, 	His 	Grace 	 is
scheduled	to	ordain	Dn	Gregory	Ealy	to	the	priesthood.	He	will	be	appointed	to	serve	St	Paul	the	Apostle
Orthodox	Church	in	Dayton,	OH.	Dn	Gregory	has	served	St	Mary’s	as	choir	director	for	the	last	several	years.
We	congratulate	the	faithful	of	Holy	ResurrecOon	Orthodox	in	Fargo,	ND,	under	the	pastoral	leadership	of	Fr
William	Re]g.	The	mission	[was]	elevated	to	full	parish	status	at	the	archpastoral	visit	of	His	Grace,	Bishop
Paul,	on	the	weekend	of	Sept	28	&	29,	2019.
Respecbully	submiZed,
Archpriest	Paul	Wesche
Dean,	Minneapolis	Deanery
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 

 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

  

Parish Name and Address Photo 

   

Three Holy Hierarchs Mission 

  

Services: 708 Schilling Drive, Dudas, MN 55019 

  

Mail: P.O. Box 105, Dundas, MN  55019 

  

   

Clergy 

 Rev. Christopher R. Maciolek 

  

Committees/Societies 

 -​          ​Three Holy Hierarchs Women’s Fellowship 
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Since September 2018 

      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

 -​          ​Moved into a new location where we rent 24/7. 

  

 Outreach and Charitable Activities 

 -​          ​Prison Ministry @ FCI Waseca in Waseca, MN 

-​          ​College Ministry @ St. Olaf College and Carleton College in Northfield, MN 

  

 Major Challenges Faced 
 

 -​          ​- Continuing to renovate our new space. 

-​          ​- Getting new vestments for priest. 

  

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 

  

-​          ​Mission community’s 8 ​th​ anniversary of founding. 
-​          ​Fr. Christopher’s 10 ​th​ anniversary of ordination to the Holy Priesthood. 
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  As of 

September 1, 

2017 

As of 

September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 8 6 6 

  September 

2016 thru August 
2017 

September 

2017 thru 
August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 
August 2019 

Average Sunday Divine 
Liturgy Attendance 

23 24 26 

Average Sunday Divine 
Liturgy Communicants 

23 20 24 

Average Saturday 
Vigil/Vespers Attendance 

15 15 19 

Number of Catechumens 3 1 2 

  September 

2016 thru August 
2017 

September 

2017 thru 
August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 
August 2019 

Baptisms 1 0 0 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 0 0 
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Receptions into Orthodoxy 1 2 3 

Church School/Number 
Enrolled 

8 8 8 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 

3 2 2 

  

 

2019 DOM Assembly 157 Delegate Book



3DULVK�1DPH
+RO\�5HVXUUHFWLRQ�0LVVLRQ���)DUJR��1'

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
5HY��:LOOLDP�5HWWLJ

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�cOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
+RO\�5HVXUUHFWLRQ�2UWKRGR[�0LVVLRQ

&RPPXQLW\�3KRWR
�����SDULVK�UHSRUW�SKRWR�KRO\�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�PLVVLRQ�IDUJR�QG������������DOO�SDULVK�SKRWR�MSJ

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY� :LOOLDP 5HWWLJ

9��5HY� 2OLYHU +HUEHO

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

3DULVK�&RXQFLO

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

���)ROORZLQJ�D�OHQJWK\�VHDUFK�IRU�D�QHZ�EXLOGLQJ��DW�VSHFLDO�SDULVK�PHHWLQJ�LQ�2FWREHU�DQ�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\
YRWHG�WR�PDNH�DQ�RbHU�RQ�D�QHZ�SURSHUW\�LQ�1RUWK�)DUJR��DQG�WR�VHOO�WKH�FXUUHQW�SURSHUW\��DGGLWLRQDOO\��ZH�ZHUH
DEOH�WR�SD\�Rb�WKH�FXUUHQW�SURSHUW\
V�PRUWJDJH�LQ�IXOO�WKLV�PRQWK��MXVW�LQ�WLPH�WR�PRYH���

���%\�WKH�HbRUWV�RI�WKH�FKRLU�	�UHDGHUV��FRPSOHWHG�D�IXOOHU�F\FOH�RI�VHUYLFHV�WKURXJKRXW�/HQW�DQG�+RO\�:HHN�WKDQ�LQ
\HDUV�SDVW�

���)RU�WKH�cUVW�WLPH��VHQW�FDPSHUV�����DQG�VWDb�����WR�6W��0DU\
V��*2$��6XPPHU�&DPS�LQ�$PHU\��:,�

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

0RQWKO\�EDUEHFXH�ERQcUH�DIWHU�6DWXUGD\�JUHDW�YHVSHUV

0RQWKO\�PHDO�VHUYLFH�DQG�RQJRLQJ�GRQDWLRQ�FROOHFWLRQ�IRU�'RURWK\�'D\�+RXVH�RI�+RVSLWDOLW\�LQ�0RRUKHDG��01

)DUJR�$LU6KR���D�ORFDO�HYHQW�DW�ZKLFK�ZH�KRVW�D�YHQGLQJ�ERRWK�DV�D�ZD\�WR�JDLQ�H[SRVXUH�DQG�LQLWLDWH�UHODWLRQVKLSV
ZLWK�RXU�QHLJKERUV�
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0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
6WUXJJOH�WR�VHOO�RXU�FXUUHQW�SURSHUW\��:H�ZHUH�ZLWKLQ�GD\V�RI�FORVLQJ�WKH�VDOH�ZKHQ�RXU�EX\HU�XQH[SHFWHGO\�EDFNHG�RXW
RI�WKH�SXUFKDVH�DJUHHPHQW��VHQGLQJ�XV�EDFN�WR�VTXDUH�RQH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VHOOLQJ�RXU�EXLOGLQJ��6KRZLQJV�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\
KDYH�EHHQ�GHFHQW��EXW�LW�LV�DQ�RGG�SURSHUW\��KDYLQJ�EHHQ�D�KRXVH�WKDW�ZDV�UHPRGHOHG�WR�EH�D�FKXUFK��EXW�ZKLFK�FDQ
RQO\�EH�VROG�DV�D�KRXVH�RU�D�FKXUFK��RU�IRU�IHZ�RWKHU�UHVWULFWHG�XVHV��,Q�$XJXVW��ZH�DSSOLHG�WR�UH]RQH�WKH�SURSHUW\�WR
PDNH�LW�PRUH�DWWUDFWLYH�WR�EX\HUV��RU�DW�OHDVW�WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�ORRNLQJ���

2QJRLQJ�VWUXJJOHV�WR�VHUYH�WKH�QHHGV�RI�D�\RXQJ�IDPLOLHV�EDVHG�SDULVK��KRZ�WR�HTXLS�SDUHQWV�WR�EH�SUD\LQJ�DQG
DWWHQGLQJ�WR�WKH�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�DW�KRPH��DOO�LQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�YDULRXV�DFWLYLWLHV�	�GHPDQGV�

6WLOO�DW�PD[�FDSDFLW\��HVS��LQ�)DOO�:LQWHU�ZKLFK�ZHUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�ORQJ�DQG�KDUVK�WKLV�SDVW�\HDU�

6WLOO�SX]]OLQJ�RYHU�KRZ�WR�VHUYH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�VWDWH��IURP�0RQWDQD�WR�0LQQHVRWD��:H�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�SDULVKLRQHUV
ZKR�WUDYHO�ORQJ�GLVWDQFHV��EXW�ZH�RQO\�VHH�WKHP�PD\EH�RQFH�RU�WZLFH�D�\HDU��:KDW�WR�GR�LQ�WHUPV�RI�IROORZ�XS��DIWHU
EDSWL]LQJ�RU�PDUU\LQJ��HVS���DQG�RQJRLQJ�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�RI�WKH�JHRJUDSKLFDOO\�LVRODWHG�

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

���������� ���\HDU�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�+RO\�5HVXUUHFWLRQ��YLVLW�RI�%S��3DXO�	�FHOHEUDWRU\�OXQFKHRQ

���������� &KXUFK�VFKRRO�SOD\�SDJHDQW

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
��

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
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�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�
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3DULVK�1DPH
+RO\�$VVXPSWLRQ�&KXUFK���/XEOLQ��:,

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
5HY��+HUPDQQ�.ODUU

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
+RO\�$VVXPSWLRQ�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

5HY� +HUPDQQ .ODUU

5HY��'Q� -DPHV (OOLV

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

3DULVK�&RXQFLO

+RO\�$VVXPSWLRQ�/DGLHV�$LG

&KXUFK�6FKRRO

3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

7ZR�LQIDQW�EDSWLVP�WKLV�\HDU

$QQXDO�&KXUFK�3LFQLF�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�+RO\�$VVXPSWLRQ
V��(OHYHQW\�)LUVW��%LUWKGD\�����WK�$QQLYHUVDU\�

7ZR�QHZ�\RXQJ�FRXSOHV�DWWHQGLQJ�FKXUFK

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

0RQHWDU\�GRQDWLRQV�WR�,2&&��2&0&��)2&86��6HPLQDU\�)XQG��DQG�ORFDO�FKDULWLHV

0RQHWDU\�DQG�IRRG�GRQDWLRQV�WR�ORFDO�FKDULWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�SD\LQJ�IRU�VHYHUDO�XWLOLWLHV�DQG�UHQW�IRU�D�ORFDO�IDPLO\�LQ
QHHG

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VSRQVRULQJ�ORFDO�IDPLO\�IRU�&KULVWPDV��ZH�SURYLGHG�FORWKLQJ��VFKRRO�VXSSOLHV��DQG�JLIWV�WR�WZR�ORFDO
IDPLOLHV�LQ�QHHG

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
&RQWLQXHG�HFRQRPLF�GHSUHVVLRQ�LQ�LPPHGLDWH�DUHD
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1XPHURXV�SDULVKLRQHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�WZR�QHZ�\RXQJ�FRXSOHV��GULYH�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�WR�FKXUFK

8SFRPLQJ�6SHFLDO�(YHQWV���$QQLYHUVDULHV�%HWZHHQ�1RZ�	�$XJXVW�����

'DWH (YHQW���$QQLYHUVDU\

$UFKSDVWRUDO�YLVLW�IURP�%LVKRS�3DXO�FRPLQJ�XS

&RPPXQLW\�1XPEHUV

6XSSRUWLQJ�0HPEHUVKLS�&RXQW
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�$WWHQGDQFH
��

$YHUDJH�6XQGD\�'LYLQH�/LWXUJ\�&RPPXQLFDQWV
��

$YHUDJH�6DWXUGD\�9LJLO�9HVSHUV�$WWHQGDQFH
�

1XPEHU�RI�&DWHFKXPHQV
�

1XPEHU�RI�%DSWLVPV�ZLWK�&KULVPDWLRQ
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KULVPDWLRQV��ZLWKRXW�%DSWLVP�
�

1XPEHU�RI�0DUULDJHV
�

1XPEHU�RI�)XQHUDOV
�

1XPEHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ
V�6FKRRO�3DUWLFLSDQWV
�

1XPEHU�RI�$GXOW�(GXFDWLRQ�3DUWLFLSDQWV
��
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 15, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
St Herman’s Orthodox Church 
5355 38th Ave So 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 

 

Clergy 
Archpriest Paul Wesche 
Committees/Societies 
 
Since September 2018 
      Highlights of Activities 
Annual Parish Pilgrimage to Holy Dormition Monastery 
Steady stream of visitors every Sunday 
Expansion of Soleia 
Reception of 14 into Orthodoxy through baptism and/or chrismation 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
IOCC, ZOE, FOCUS, Holy Dormition Monastery, SOS 
     Major Challenges Faced  
An aging rector making prostrations! 
Commitment of parents to the spiritual formation of their children. 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
Mittel European Fund-raising dinner 
Annual Pilgrimage to Holy Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 42 47 59 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 63 74 83 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 58 60 68 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 18 24 25 

Number of Catechumens 1 3 14 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
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Page 2 of 2 

Baptisms 4 1 7 

Funerals 0 0 0 

Marriages 0 0 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  
Through Confession of Faith & 
Chrismation 

0 1 7 

Church School/Number Enrolled  21 18+ 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating  15+ 20+ 
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3DULVK�1DPH
6W��0DU\
V�&DWKHGUDO���0LQQHDSROLV��01

'DWH�6XEPLWWHG
����������

6XEPLWWHG�%\
9��5HY��$QGUHZ�0RUEH\

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�FRS\�WR�XSORDG"
1R��,�QHHG�WR�bOO�RXW�WKH�IRUP�RQOLQH�KHUH

&RPPXQLW\�1DPH
3URWHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RO\�9LUJLQ�&DWKHGUDO��6W�0DU\
V�

$WWDFKHG�&OHUJ\

7LWOH )LUVW�1DPH /DVW�1DPH

9��5HY� $QGUHZ 0RUEH\

5HY� %HQMDPLQ 7XFFL

5HY� 5LFKDUG )ORP

9��5HY� -RKQ 6FKURHGHO

5HY� :LOOLDP 1HXPDQQ

9��5HY� 0\URQ 0DQ]XN

9��5HY� (XJHQH 7DUULV

9��5HY� *UHJRU\ .UXWFKHN��6U

9��5HY� *UHJRU\ *ULYQD

5HY��'Q� *UHJRU\ .UXWFKHN��-U

5HY��'Q� 0LFKDHO 7DUULV

5HY��'Q� -DVRQ .HW]

5HY��'Q� 0DUN *ULcQ

5HY��'Q� 'DYLG .RVWLFN

5HY��'Q� $OH[HL 'XSD\

&RPPLWWHHV���6RFLHWLHV

3DULVK�%RDUG�DQG�LWV�YDULRXV�FRPPLWWHHV��0RWKHU
V�&OXE��0HQV
�&OXE��3HURKH�*URXS��2�&OXE��<RXWK�*URXS��7KH
6DLQWV���%LEOH�6WXG\��7KHRORJ\�RQ�7KXUVGD\V��/LEUDU\�DQG�$UFKLYHV��3ULVRQ�0LQLVWU\�*URXS��)2&86�0,QQHVRWD�*URXS�
)HVWLYDO�&RPPLWWHH��&HPHWHU\�0DLQWHQDQFH�*URXS��)XQHUDO�&DWHULQJ�*URXS��%RRN�&OXE��<RXQJ�0RWKHUV
�&OXE�
%DODODLND�2UFKHVWUD��&OHUJ\�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV��'DLO\�9DFDWLRQ�%LEOH�VFKRRO��&KXUFK�6FKRRO��$OWDU�6HUYHUV��WF����
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3UHYLRXV�<HDU�	�8SFRPLQJ�<HDU

+LJKOLJKWV�RI�7RS�7KUHH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

3DULVK�(GXFDWLRQDO�VHULHV��0HWURSROLWDQ�/HRQ\�6SLULWXDOLW\�6HULHV��2FWREHU��ZLWK�)U�-RKQ�%HKU��6W�$OH[LV��7RWK��/HFWXUH
�0D\��ZLWK�'U�%RJGDQ�+RUEDO

5HQRYDWLRQ�RI�3DULVK�&HQWHU�SDUNLQJ�ORW��ZLWK�IHVWLYDO�DFFHVVRULHV

3DULVK�3LOJULPDJH�WR�*HRUJLD��0D\�

2XWUHDFK�DQG�&KDULWDEOH�$FWLYLWLHV�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW

0RQWKO\�FKDULWDEOH�FROOHFWLRQV��6W�1LFKRODV�+HOS�)XQG��/\Q�2OVRQ�0HGLFDO�&ULVLV�3URJUDP��,2&&�VXSSRUW��)2&86
0LQQHVRWD�VXSSRUW��2&0&�VXSSRUW��3ULVRQ�0LQLVWU\�VXSSRUW��UHJXODU�(DVWVLGH�1HLJKERUKRRG�VHUYLFHV�VXSSRUW�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�$UW�$�:KLUO��&DWKHGUDO�WRXUV��VHQLRU�JURXSV��ORFDO�VFKRROV��FROOHJHV��KRPH�VFKRROLQJ�DVVRFLDWLRQV�
5XVVLDQ�0XVHXP�RI�$UW�JURXSV���<RXWK�*URXS�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�YDULRXV�RXWUHDFK�PLQLVWULHV

0DMRU�&KDOOHQJHV�)DFHG�6LQFH�WKH�/DVW�5HSRUW
3DULVK�DQG�FHPHWHU\�PDLQWHQDQFH
5HSODFLQJ�UHWLULQJ�YROXQWHHUV
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
St. Peter the Aleut Orthodox Church 
109 6th St. SE 
Minot, ND 58701 
 

 

Clergy 
 
Archpriest Anastasy Richter 
 
Committees/Societies 
 
Parish Council 
Choir 
 
Since September 2017 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
 
Fundraising with Gyro booth at State Fair and some other events. 
 
We had a Bible Study much of last year, which was very well attended.  
Church School – Not consistently. One of the problems is many families with children usually 
don’t come to church on a regular basis – it’s too much trouble by their explanation! 
 
Pascha was very well attended, however. Feedback was that it was the most joyous Pascha in 
many years. 
 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 
 
none 
 
     Major Challenges Faced  
 
The parish has really fallen into neglect. Unfortunately, this is the norm here. Lack of people to 
do things, and people simply not coming out are problems. Many who identify as “parishioners” 
do not come to church on a regular basis. Trying to get it back into a more functioning parish, 
and also lack of funds are the major issues. 
 
 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
 
Fr Stacey Richter has accepted another parish assignment and moved away from Minot on Aug. 
5, 2019. The parish does not have a priest for the moment.  
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 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 28 28 30 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 15-20 20-25 20-25 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 10-12 12-15 12-15 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 5 5 5 

Number of Catechumens 0 0 1 

 September 
2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 2 7 3 

Funerals 1 1 0 

Marriages 0 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 0 8 8 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 0 7 7 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 
 As of September 1, 2019 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 
 
Parish Name and Address Photo 
 
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church  
956 Forest Street 
Saint Paul MN 55106 
 
 
 

 
Clergy 
Archpriest Jonathan Proctor (assigned) 
Archpriest Thaddeus Wojcik (retired, attached) 
Archpriest Nathan Kroll (attached) 
Priest Andrew Jaye (attached, leaving Oct. 20, 2019 for assignment to Holy Myrrhbeareres 
Chapel in St. Cloud, MN).  
Deacon Kelsios Willis (attached) 
Fr Philip Ramstad (ROCOR) is also in regular attendance. 

Committees/Societies 
Archangel Michael Hall managing board 
Men’s Fellowship, meets monthly 
Mom’s Group, meets weekly 
Community Garden—planting, tending and harvest 
 
Since September 2017 
      Highlights of Top Three Activities 
Keller Lake Summer Picnic & Bike Ride—Parish Feast Day, Holy Pentecost (annually) 
Carpenter Nature Center Fall Excursion (annually in October) 
East Side Harvest Festival—local community event with parish participation, summer 
 
Outreach and Charitable Activities 
Sunday food shelf in Church Hall—outreach to our surrounding community 
FOCUS participation—Parish prepares a FOCUS meal quarterly 
Community Service—Ham and turkey distribution to our neighbors at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas  
Hall Use program—sharing our church hall space with members of the neighboring community.  
Harvest Sunday—three times annually funds are donated to dedicated missions and charities’ 
funds. 
     Major Challenges Faced  
Preserving volunteer energy while still moving ahead.  
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Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2019 to August 2020 
Farewell meal for Fr. Andrew & Brenda Jaye leaving our parish to serve at the Holy 
Myrrhbearers Mission in St. Cloud, MN.  October, 2019 
 
His Grace Bishop Paul’s visit in November 2019 for the ordination of two deacons:  Daniel 
Bassett and Luke Freeman 
 
 
 As of 

September 1, 
2017 

As of 
September 1, 

2018 

As of 
September 1, 

2019 

Supporting Membership Count 114 113 120 

 September 
2016 thru August 

2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 
Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 100 104 110 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 95 90 95 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 
Attendance 25 25 35 

Number of Catechumens 2 1 4 

 September 
2016 thru August 

2017 

September 
2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 
2018 thru 

August 2019 

Baptisms 4 6 7 

Funerals 1 4 0 

Marriages 1 2 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  5 4 2 

Church School/Number Enrolled 25 25 22 

Adult Education/Number 
Participating 20 12 - 20 15 - 20 
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Report of Diocesan Metropolitan Council Representatives 
 

The September 2019 Metropolitan Council (MC) meetings took place from September 18-19 at the Immaculate Conception 
Seminary in Huntington (Long Island) NY. The meeting was chaired by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon, with the other 
members of the Standing Synod, His Eminence, Archbishop Michael, His Eminence Archbishop Benjamin and His 
Eminence, Archbishop Irénée also in attendance.  

On Wednesday, Sept. 18, His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon was unable to attend the opening day of the meeting due to 
his participation in a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Assembly of Bishops. His Beatitude designated Archbishop 
Benjamin, the senior member of the Standing Synod to preside at this portion of the Metropolitan Council in his absence. 
His Beatitude, however, confirmed the decisions of the Metropolitan Council that were made in his absence as the first order 
of business once he joined the meeting. 

In his Chancellor’s Report, Fr. Alexander Rentel began with remembrance of His Eminence, Archbishop Nikon, 
Archpriest John Matusiak, and Archpriest Steven Belonick. Fr. Alexander has been traveling domestically and also to 
Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Finland and Jerusalem, and he wishes to continue to visit dioceses and assemblies. Fr. Alexander 
met with His Beatitude, Patriarch Theophilos III of Jerusalem, where he conveyed the greetings of Metropolitan Tikhon, 
and also expressed the gratitude of Metropolitan Tikhon to Patriarch Theophilos III for receiving so many pilgrims from the 
Orthodox Church of America over the years. Patriarch Theophilos III and Father Alexander also discussed the status of 
relations between the Patriarchate of Jerusalem and the OCA, and the state of affairs in world Orthodoxy, including possible 
concelebration by OCA clergy and clergy of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. 

An ad hoc location committee has been formed by His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon to consider the possibilities of 
relocating the OCA Chancery.  Fr. Alexander commented that this will be the major issue in the immediate future. At this 
time all options are on the table but at present questions regarding maintenance and continuation at Syosset require serious 
attention. 

Fr. Alexander outlined the work of the Sexual Misconduct Policy Advisory Committee (SMPAC) and outlined the work 
under his purview on the Chancery restructuring. Andrew D. Smith was confirmed by the Holy Synod as Treasurer last 
May, and the job has been split, with Susan Wisnewski as Accounting Manager. A secretary is needed per statute, but this 
job has not yet been filled. In other personnel moves, IT manager Ryan Platt and Subdeacon Roman Ostash have resigned. 
Fr. John Schroedel is the new Technical Manager. Matushka Jessica Fuhrman is now the Web Content Manager; she and 
Archdeacon Joseph Matusiak have taken on the communications role that Fr. John Matusiak of blessed memory had done 
so well. 

The MC reviews the work of selected departments, and at this meeting, Archimandrite Alexis [Trader] presented his report 
on the revitalization of the Department of Pastoral Life. Archimandrite Alexis reported that the most significant work to 
date has been the successful HOPE Program, now known as the Thriving in Ministry Program, that opens up the opportunity 
for peer learning and fellowship among our clergy and now including clergy wives. The department’s proposed, revised 
mandate includes the following departmental goals, inspired by His Beatitude's Four Pillars (1) the healthy spiritual life of 
our clergy and their families, (2) their sufficient financial support through good stewardship, (3). their relationships with 
others, and (4) their ability to engage in outreach. 

During the Internal Governance report, motions approved were: (1) the Ethics Committee and Human Resources 
Committee be merged and reconstituted as the “Human Resources & Ethics Committee”, (2) the Financial Development 
Committee be dissolved and the Finance and Investment Committee’s Charter/Job Description be revised to also include 
that they “Receive reports from the Stewards of the OCA (SOCA) and present appropriate recommendations for action 
concerning the Church’s fund-raising policies and activities to the Metropolitan Council.”, (3) the Charity Committee be 
dissolved as a standing committee and that in its place a discretionary fund (in the amount budgeted for the previously 
existing Charity Committee) be established for the use of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon subject to yearly audit and 
guidelines to be drafted and reviewed by the MC (4) create a “Technology Committee” of the MC, and (5) create a 
“Properties Committee” of the MC, which will be empowered to invite subject experts to serve as advising members of the 
Committee. 

Andrew Smith, Treasurer, presented a balanced budget totaling $1.76M, which was approved by the MC. In the motion, 
for the endowments [i.e., a donation which uses resulting investment income for a specific purpose] totaling $66,000, it was 
approved that the MC adopt a spending rate of 3% of the prior year‐end value of endowments, not to override any purpose 
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restriction or earnings‐type restriction that applies to any given endowed fund. In other words, 3% of the investment would 
be cashed out annually to provide support for the designated purposes. Also approved was a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the OCA and the Pension Board. Since these are two separate organizations, the MOU includes provisions 
that the Pension Board has access to OCA facilities and services, and the Chancery will continue to provide payroll services 
and employee benefit programs as if the Plan staff were employed by the Chancery. It is anticipated that the net financial 
impact will be $0 for both organizations. 

On Thursday, Sept. 19, Metropolitan Tikhon, in his report, first confirmed the decisions made the previous day in his 
absence. On the restructuring, His Beatitude commented that Fr. Alexander Rentel is a great benefit and has increased 
productivity, allowing him to concentrate on the broader oversight of the church. The Treasurer’s office is working very 
well as reconfigured, and His Beatitude recognized Melanie Ringa for her strict vigilance over finances and investments 
over the past years of her tenure. His Beatitude also formally thanked Fr. Eric Tosi for his work as Secretary. The transition 
continues, and His Beatitude is evaluating the work of the chancellery as a whole. Preparation for the 2021 All American 
Council is going well, with the meeting of the Preconciliar Commission (PCC) scheduled the week of July 25 in Baltimore, 
at the site of the council. His Beatitude has read every survey comment from the previous AAC; he plans to make lunch two 
hours instead of one. His Beatitude talked about his trip to Cappadocia, where he served with His All-Holiness, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople as they concelebrated the Divine Liturgy. His Beatitude recounted his meeting of 
the AOB Executive Committee from the previous day – there is no intention for the OCA to give up Autocephaly and it 
plans to remain in communion with all Canonical Orthodox Churches. Finally, there was a discussion about social media 
and how the OCA is perceived by some; a task force of the Holy Synod will help develop further communications to clergy 
and laity on transgender and other sexuality issues. 

Further discussion of location considerations took place with Metropolitan Tikhon present. The OCA would need $500k to 
make the needed upgrades to the Chancellery, including the archives, but does not have the money. Even considering the 
gift for the archives, we still fall $20k short of basic needed repairs, which have been put on hold pending resolution. The 
property has been assessed at $12M to $13M fair market value and might sell for 30% more than that. The Romanian 
Chancellery at Grass Lake was presented as a good example of what our vision might be. The Archives Department 
received a $49k grant to digitize the vast majority of our media and then start to digitize photos. In a relocation, it was felt 
the archives did not need to be co-located with the Chancellery. 

In his report on External Affairs, Fr. Leonid Kishkovsky reaffirmed the OCA’s desire to maintain communion with all 
Canonical Orthodox Churches; the Holy Synod confirmed that we recognize Metropolitan Onufriy and the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate); recognition of the new Ukrainian church is being withheld. Attention was also 
brought to the demonstrations and protests in Moscow, where 118 clergy signed a letter appealing to authorities for justice, 
alleging human rights violations. 

In other areas, Dimitrios Rentel presented the results of a survey with 1,500 responses taken while he traveled across the 
country and met with youth, youth workers, parents and clergy. One observation is that if you have friends at church, you 
will love being there. With regard to the need of a national youth director, Dimitrios felt that having a coordinator who 
could help answer questions and be a point person would be a good idea. Finally, it was emphasized that we absolutely 
cannot let the 50th anniversary in 2020 pass without celebration, and there is a need to experience it in Alaska in the presence 
of St. Herman.  

Finally, this brings up the urgent need for Stewards of the Orthodox Church (SOCA) fundraising. The balanced budget 
passed is a bare bones budget, with 87% allocated toward the fixed costs of running the OCA: salaries, property, External 
Affairs and Archives. The remaining 13% funds departments, missions, seminaries and continuing education. A successful 
SOCA fundraising drive supported by all dioceses and parishes will be key to supporting this special celebration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Graban 
Fr. Alexander Garklavs 
October 2, 2019 
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MISSION	COMMITTEE	REPORT		
September	2019	

Submitted	by	Joseph	Kormos	

The	Diocesan	Mission	Committee	includes	Gator	Greenwill	and	Erik	Hjelle	and	Frs.	Joel	Weir,	Joel	
Wilson,	Elijah	Mueller	and	Chris	Maciolek	and	Thomas	Mueller.		Joe	Kormos	is	facilitator	and	
consultant	to	the	committee.		

The	committee	meets	via	teleconference	every	three	or	four	months.		

Key	focus	areas	of	the	committee	are:	

• Provide	support	for	existing	missions		
• Identify	fruitful	effective	locations	for	future	mission	plants	
• Build	a	sense	of	mission	in	existing	parishes	in	the	diocese.		
• Provide	parish	development	support	for	existing	parishes	in	the	diocese.		

Efforts	since	October	2018	(Last	report)	
In	addition	to	three	teleconference	calls:	

Mission	Communities	Dinner	Meeting	
A	dinner	meeting	of	priests	and	lay	representatives	from	all	missions	will	again	take	place	on	
Monday	evening	of	the	assembly.	This	year	Fr	Joel	Wilson	will	lead	the	discussion.		

Farmington	MO	Exploration	
The	exploration	of	Farmington	MO	as	a	potential	mission	location	is	continuing.	This	is	an	effort	
to	consider	how	to	planta	new	community	where	an	existing	community	once	existed	without	a	
local	core	group	and	without	a	priest	able	to	commit	significant	local	time	to	the	effort.	Most	
effort	is	coming	from	Fr	Joel	Wilson	–two	hours	away.		

An	Akathist	service	was	held	at	the	nearby	dormant	Desloges	parish.	There	was	not	significant	
attendance.	The	modest	remnants	of	that	parish	are	not	a	likely	foundation	for	a	mission.		

A	four	part	speaker	series,	with	the	goal	of	attracting	attention	from	local	seekers/inquirers,	is	
planned	in	Farmington	public	locations	(library	etc.)	for	mid-September	thru	early	Oct	2019	using	
four	“regional”	priests	from	OCA	and	other	jurisdictions.	Newspaper	and	social	media	advertising	
will	be	used.	Topics	include:		

• Carrying	God	in	My	Pocket	–	Fr.	Nicholas	Finley	
• The	Meaning	of	Life	and	the	Fountain	of	Youth	–	Fr.	Achilles	Karanthos	
• My	Enemy	is	Keeping	Me	from	Heaven	–	Fr.	Isaiah	Gillette	
• Becoming	Archangels	–	Fr.	Joel	Wilson	

Aurora	IL	
A	suggestion	was	received	to	explore	Aurora	IL	as	a	mission	location.	A	demographic	study	was	
done	and	the	input	of	the	Chicago	Deanery	has	been	requested.	

Financial	Support	for	Building	Projects	
Early	efforts	have	begun	to	explore	if/how	financial	support	can	be	offered	for	Mission	Building	
projects	by	modeling	such	assistance	on	Diocese	of	the	South	methodology.	

Survey	on	Attitudes	Toward	Missions	
Fr.	Joel	Weir	created	and	distributed	a	survey	concerning	attitudes	of	existing	parishes	toward	
missions.	A	summary	is	in	process.	
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Tentmaker	Priest	Qualities	
The	role	and	desirable	qualities	for	tentmaker	priests	–	of	particular	importance	in	mission	
situations	-	is	being	developed	via	input	from	various	bi-vocational	priests.	What	are	effective	job	
professions	for	bi-vocational	situations?	How	could	the	Diocese	assist	bi-vocational	priests	to	be	
more	effective?		Would	simply	acknowledging	the	reality	and	value	of	bi-vocational	ministry	be	a	
step	forward?	What	skills	are	needed	to	a	greater	degree	in	bi-vocational	priests.		How	do	
parishes/missions	/parishioners/parish	leaders	need	to	adapt	in	bi-vocational	situations.	

Small	Parish	Forum	
Sponsored	jointly	by	our	diocese,	the	Archdiocese	of	Western	Pennsylvania	and	the	OCA	
Bulgarian	diocese,	the	Sixth	Parish	Forum	was	held	at	St	John	the	Baptist	Church	in	Canonsburg	
PA.	Formerly	known	as	the	Small	Parish	Forum	this	year’s	events	was	opened	to	parishes	of	all	
sizes.		

Theme	was	“Strengthening	Our	Commitment	to	the	Community:	Growing	and	Sharing	Our	Faith;	
Welcoming	Others.”	Keynote	speakers	included	Fr.	Maximus	Urbanowicz	(OCA)	and	Fr.	Paul	
Abernathy	(AOC).		

Topics	included	a	discussion	of	the	movie	“Becoming	Truly	Human”;	a	panel	discussion	of	adult	
converts;	Social	media	tips	for	parishes;	resources	for	teaching	the	faith;	“Stimulating	a	Thirst	for	
Charitable	Parish	Ministry”;	a	video	on	Parish	Hospitality;	Principles	of	Orthodox	Evangelization.		

Attendees	included	many	members	of	our	diocese,	other	sponsoring	Dioceses	and	other	
Orthodox	jurisdictions.		Diocesan	attendees	receive	travel	cost	stipends.	

Consulting	Assistance	
Parish	Development	assistance	has	been	provided	for	particular	Diocesan	parishes	at	the	
direction	of	His	Grace.	
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SUCCESSES 
 

• 8 St. Macrina students have been ordained to the diaconate this last year or are 
scheduled and will be ordained by the end of November this year.  We also had 
many last year. 

• The 6th St. Macrina Summer Diaconal and Catechist Conference continued a 
valued tradition of gathering students from throughout the Diocese for learning 
and practica in catechesis, Sunday school teaching methods and diaconal 
liturgical practice.  

• The program has resulted in many catechetical certificates being awarded. 
• Currently the program has approximately 30 students.  
• Chicago continues with a robust cohort of students, and  
• Kansas City has recently revived a local cohort of many students, supplemented 

with some students from further away in Missouri.  
• We have some students who do not have a local cohort, joining through web 

connections for some classes.  
 
PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

• Enrolment is down a little because of many graduations. We need to revive the 
program in three deaneries: Cleveland, Detroit and Indianapolis. Please send Fr. 
Elijah Mueller the names of any potential students.  The St. Paul cohort of 3 
students has finished, so we are also looking for any potential students to work 
with an established group of faculty in the Minneapolis Deanery. 
 
REQUESTS 
 

• Please encourage people to engage in learning through this program. People 
trained as catechists can work with youth, develop Sunday School curriculum  
that works for your own community’s needs, and can help in extending the 
mission of the Church. Deacons can also be involved in all the above and help in 
ministry to visit the sick and just ease the liturgical burden of the priest. 

•  Students work in cohort, so this builds ministerial community in the local Church. 
People learn together and strengthen bonds between parishes. Please 
encourage a broader local effort in your area! 

Fr. Elijah Mueller, director 
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The Diocese of the Midwest  
Family Life Website Report 

2019 

www.midwestfamily.org 

What we do: 
The Midwest Family Website seeks to realize the vision of His Grace Bishop Paul, outlined in his 
encyclical of Jan 24, 2017, for a resource for parents and children confronting the press of our 
secular culture. It went online in April of 2018, publishing weekly reflections by His Grace. Over 
the months, we have also published eight contributor articles and hosted eight interactive 
Livestream discussions with His Grace about various family issues. 

Who we are: 
The website is run by a committee consisting of His Grace Bishop Paul, Fr. Jacob Van Sickle of 
Protection of the Virgin Mary in Merrillville, IN, Janet Ames of Holy Transfiguration in Livonia, 
MI, and Adam Lockridge of Holy Trinity in Overland Park, KS. Stacy Sennott of St. Luke’s in Palos 
Hills is our webmaster, who also consults on content. Fr. John Matusiak was, until his repose, 
our copy editor. Those duties have since devolved to Fr. Jacob. The committee meets via 
teleconference every two to three months to discuss topics for upcoming posts and 
Livestreams, to review received articles for publication, and to identify and implement ideas for 
future content. 

Plans for the future: 
We are looking to solicit more articles, reflections, and resources on relevant topics from 
qualified and able authors throughout the diocese. We are also looking for ways to better get 
the word out through the parishes to the people of our diocese about this resource and 
especially when the livestreams occur. Bishop Paul appreciates hearing the concerns of his 
flock, and he is trying to be as responsive as possible. We welcome the suggestions of our 
parish pastors about how to make this as effective and accessible a resource as possible 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rev. Jacob N. Van Sickle 
DOM Family Website Manager 
Rector - Protection of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church, Merrillville, IN 
frjacobvansickle@gmail.com 
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Orthodox	Church	in	America	Diocese	of	the	Midwest	

Youth	Communications	

Diocesan	Report	–	October	2019	

	

This	year	we	have	begun	the	process	of	streamlining	youth	communications	for	the	diocese.	

Erin	Moulton	has	been	in	contact	with	parishes,	collecting	data	including	contact	information	

and	various	information	about	youth	activities	and	involvement	in	each	parish.	We	have	also	

created	a	Facebook	page	for	the	Diocese	of	the	Midwest	Youth,	which	will	continue	to	share	

information	about	diocesan	events.	We	are	now	beginning	an	effort	to	streamline	

communication	and	resource	sharing	using	mobile	phone	and	laptop-based	apps	that	will	allow	

youth	workers	and	clergy	to	communicate	easily	about	upcoming	events,	ideas	for	youth	

programs,	and	even	share	curriculum	for	summer	camps	and	church	schools.	Our	hope	and	goal	

is	that	in	the	coming	year	we	will	build	a	robust	platform	for	not	just	sharing	events,	but	truly	

enriching	youth	programs	across	the	diocese	by	means	of	collaboration	with	each	other	and	

across	parishes	and	camps	in	our	diocese.	This	November,	the	diocese	will	host	its	third	annual	

Our	Life	in	Christ	virtual	retreat,	with	six	parishes	planning	to	participate.	With	prayer	each	new	

collaborative	event	like	should	build	both	community	and	better	communication	in	the	diocese.	

Erin	Moulton	welcomes	ideas	and	suggestions	as	we	build	communication	across	the	diocese	to	

support	our	youth.	
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Diocese of the Midwest - 

Audit findings: August 26-27, 2019 

The Diocesan Auditors performed a routine audit of the Operating Account, Checking Account, Credit 
Card Activity, Investment Accounts and Payroll Records of the Diocese of the Midwest for the periods 
of July - December 2018 and January - June 2019. The audit was conducted as a select review of 
financial activity and presentation for the months of September and October 2018, and March and 
April 2019, by verifying check stubs, receipts and reports.  This audit is not governed by accepted 
auditing standards. 
 

Effect of 2018 Recommendations: 

Resolved as of 12/31/18:  The Auditors recommend that a procedure be established to follow-
up on checks remaining uncashed after 120 days.   

 
Recurring:  The entries on the Balance Sheet for Investments and Savings Bonds should be 
confirmed and updated as of the next monthly closing.  
 

2019 Findings and Recommendations are as follows:  
 

Checking Account: 

Verified Checking Account balances to Balance Sheets for each period audited.  Account balances were 
confirmed and reconciliation was reviewed. The following items were noted: 
 
Unable to locate proof of payment (check stubs): 
Sept 2018: 

#14797 Bouteneff  $  250.00 
March 2019: 

#15009 OCA Pension   $1,138.87 
#15010 OCA Pension  $   515.36 

 
October 2018: 

x No issues noted  
April 2019: 

x No issues noted 
As of June 2019, the following checks remain uncashed (see previous recommendation): 

 #14893  Oakwood Coun.   12/13/2018 $  350.00 
 #15046  OCA Pension   04/04/2019 $  339.64 
 #15053  Bookkeeping & Acct  04/09/2016 $  120.00 
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Credit Card Statements: 

All statements reviewed were found to be complete.  Receipts were present and accounted for. 

Sept & Oct 2018 and March & April 2019: 
x No Issues noted 

 
It is noted that two of the credit card statements we looked at from Bank of America had late fees 
assessed.  More attention needs to be placed on paying all bills by the statement due date. 

 

Payroll:   
Payroll was reviewed for the 12-month period of January to December of 2018.  W2 documents were 
in order. 

1099-Misc forms were compared to the Profit & Loss Statement.  Due to the accrual system of 
accounting, it is difficult to confirm all forms.   

Note that the accrual basis for accounting purposes results in stipends issued on December 31, 2017, 
which are the January 1, 2018 payments and should be reported on the Profit & Loss Statement for 
2018, however, the 2018 Profit & Loss Statement does not reflect the transition of these expenses to 
that report.  Nor does the 2018 Profit & Loss Statement match the 1099s issued.  It is suggested that a 
Journal Entry for the expenses be created to adjust the 2018 Profit & Loss Statement. 

 Investment Accounts: 

x Compared Investment Account Statements to Balance Sheets for each period audited 

x Balances were checked on the original statements from the bank/brokerage firms and totals 
were compared to reports submitted by the Treasurer and they matched.  However, the figures 
supplied by the accountant on the balance sheets did not match the brokerage firm’s 
statements nor the treasurers ’worksheets.  We have found this to be a recurring problem. 

U. S. Savings Bonds:  

We verified three bonds with a face value of $10,000.00 each.   Purchase date of October, 1992.  Original 
purchase cost was $5,000 each; total: $15,000. 

x Compared Savings Bond Values ascertained from www.treasurydirect.com to Balance Sheets for 
each period audited. 

x Value, as of December 31, 2018, $17,700 each for a total of $53,100.  The 12/2018 Balance Sheet 
does not reflect an accurate value. 

x Value, as of June 30, 2019, $18,052 each for a total of $54,156.  The 06/2019 Balance Sheet does 
not reflect an accurate value. 

x Accrual of interest occurs at six-month intervals – April and October  
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Recommendations: 

 
x The entries on the Balance Sheet for Investments and Savings Bonds should be confirmed and 

updated as of the next monthly closing.  
x Information required for the audit from the accounting firm and requested in advance was not 

provided in a timely manner and required information was unavailable at the start of the audit.  
It is recommended that the documents be deposited in Dropbox by July 31st each year 

x W2’s were not able to be reconciled to the P & L provided.  More detailed information is 
required. A salary summary and the 1099 vendor summary were not provided to us for the 
whole year by the accountant. 

 

Action Items: 

Rob Koncel, Diocese of the Midwest Treasurer, will contact Innercircle LLC and provide information and 
instructions regarding investment fund reporting. 

We would like to thank Philip Sokolov, Rob Koncel and Greg Hostelley, Innercircle, LLC for their 
cooperation and assistance during the audit.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diocesan Auditors 
 
Samuel F. Jacob  
Frank Tkacz 
Judith Wienclaw 
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DIOCESAN PROPERTY RESOLUTION 
 
 

The Diocesan Council moves and seconds that the Annual Diocesan Assembly 
enter into agreement as presented in the accompanying Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Diocese of the Midwest and Christ the Savior 
Parish of Chicago. 
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MOTION	REGARDING	THE	DIOCESAN	PROPERTY	LOCATED	AT	927	–	933	N	LASALLE	STREET	
	
The	 purpose	 of	 this	 document	 is	 to	 provide	 the	 historical	 context	 for	 the	Diocesan	 Council’s	
motion	 to	 transfer	 the	 Diocesan	 property	 located	 at	 927	 –	 933	 N	 LaSalle	 Street,	 Chicago,	 IL	
60610	to	the	Diocesan	parish	of	Christ	the	Savior,	Chicago,	IL.	
	
In	the	late	1990s,	the	Catholic	Apostolic	Church	of	Chicago	offered	the	LaSalle	Street	property	
as	a	gift	to	the	Diocese.		After	much	debate,	and	with	the	blessing	of	Bishop	Job,	the	Diocesan	
Assembly	 directed	 the	 Diocese	 to	 accept	 the	 gift.	 	 The	 Diocese	 acquired	 the	 LaSalle	 Street	
property	via	quitclaim	deed	for	zero	consideration	in	January	1997.	
	
At	the	time	the	Diocese	acquired	it,	the	LaSalle	Street	property	required	extensive	renovations	
to	render	it	fit	for	purpose.		The	Diocese	used	the	proceeds	from	the	sale	of	the	old	Diocesan	
Center	 in	Oak	Park,	 IL	to	fund	the	needed	renovations;	however,	the	proceeds	from	that	sale	
did	 not	 cover	 all	 the	 necessary	 renovations.	 A	 few	 years	 later,	 the	 Diocese	 secured	 a	
mortgage—using	 the	 property	 as	 collateral—to	 make	 further	 renovations	 to	 the	 property,	
including	a	new	roof	for	the	church	building,	new	windows	for	the	residence,	and	roof	repairs	
for	the	residence.		The	Diocese	is	still	paying-off	that	mortgage.	
	
Today,	 the	Diocese	uses	 the	LaSalle	Street	property	 in	 two	ways.	 	 First,	 the	Diocese	uses	 the	
property	 as	 its	 Diocesan	 Center;	 the	 Diocese	 uses	 two	 offices	 in	 the	 church	 building	 for	
Diocesan	Center	business.	 	 Second,	 the	Diocese	uses	one	of	 the	apartments	 in	 the	 residence	
building	as	the	official	residence	of	the	Diocesan	Bishop.			
	
In	 addition	 to	 serving	 as	 the	 new	Diocesan	 Center,	 Bishop	 Job	 envisioned	 the	 LaSalle	 Street	
property	serving	as	a	home	for	a	vibrant,	Orthodox	parish	ministering	to	Orthodox	Christians	in	
downtown	 Chicago.	 	 To	 this	 end,	 Bishop	 Job	 blessed	 the	 creation	 of	 the	 Christ	 the	 Savior	
mission.		Over	time,	Christ	the	Savior	has	realized	Bishop	Job’s	vision.		The	continued	success	of	
the	parish	means	that	it	now	uses	most	of	the	available	space	on	the	property	for	parish	needs	
and	parish	ministries.		
	
As	Christ	the	Savior	has	matured	and	grown,	it	has	assumed	increasing	financial	responsibility	
for	maintaining	the	buildings	on	the	LaSalle	Street	property.		In	the	last	two	years,	a	consensus	
has	formed	in	the	parish	that	it	is	ready	to	explore	the	possibility	of	taking	full	ownership	of	the	
LaSalle	 Street	property.	 	At	 the	 same	 time,	 a	 consensus	 formed	 in	 the	Diocesan	Council	 that	
transferring	 the	 LaSalle	 Street	 property	 to	 Christ	 the	 Savior	 would	 benefit	 the	 Diocese.			
Discussions	between	the	relevant	parties	have	resulted	in	the	proposal	before	you	today.	
	
On	 January	 1,	 2020,	 Christ	 the	 Savior	 will	 assume	 full	 financial	 responsibility	 for	 the	 LaSalle	
Street	property.		This	Diocese	will	realize	gross	savings	of	around	$70,000	per	year.		At	the	same	
time,	 the	 Diocesan	 Center	 will	 move	 to	 St.	 Archangel	 Michael	 parish	 in	 Burbank,	 IL.	 	 	 The	
Diocesan	Center	will	occupy	 the	vacant	 rectory	attached	 to	 the	St.	Archangel	Michael	parish.			
The	cost	of	the	new	Diocesan	Center	will	be	a	fraction	of	the	cost	associated	with	the	LaSalle	
Street	property.			
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The	net	savings	realized	by	the	Diocese	from	the	LaSalle	Street	property	transfer	will	be	applied	
to	 the	 existing	 LaSalle	 Street	mortgage—in	 addition	 to	 the	 regular	monthly	 payments—in	 an	
effort	to	retire	the	mortgage	as	quickly	as	possible.			The	Diocese	expects	to	retire	the	mortgage	
within	three	to	five	years.		Upon	paying-off	the	mortgage,	the	Diocese	will	transfer	lawful	title	
to	the	LaSalle	Street	property	to	Christ	the	Savior.		
	
Should	Christ	the	Savior	need	to	sell	the	LaSalle	Street	property	after	receiving	lawful	title,	the	
Diocese	will	 receive	 a	 portion	 of	 the	 proceeds	 of	 that	 sale.	 	 The	 portion	 of	 the	 proceeds	 to	
which	the	Diocese	is	entitled	reflects	the	amount	of	money	the	Diocese	invested	in	the	LaSalle	
Street	property	since	1997.	
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

I. PARTIES: 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is made between the Diocese of the Midwest, 
Orthodox Church in America (“DOM”) and Christ the Savior Orthodox Church (“CTS”) 
(collectively “the Parties”) on October 8, 2019.  

II. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT: 

The purpose of this document is to create a mutually-agreed upon framework for transferring 
lawful title and interest in the Diocesan property located at 927-933 North LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, IL  60610 (“the Property”) from the Diocese to CTS, with the Diocese retaining a 
future interest in any monies realized from the sale of the Property by CTS.  This transfer shall 
be referred to as the “Transfer”. 

III. OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTIES 

The Parties acknowledge that no contractual relationship is created between them by this MOU; 
however, the Parties agree to work together in good faith to complete the Transfer. This includes 
ensuring there is 1) united, visible, and responsive leadership for the Transfer and 2) 
demonstrable financial, administrative, and managerial commitment to the Transfer.  

IV. TIME FRAME TO COMPLETE THE TRANSFER 

The Parties agree that they will work together to try to achieve the Transfer within 5 years of this 
MOU being signed. 

V. MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING 

A. The Parties understand that both the DOM and CTS want the Transfer to succeed 
and be completed on time. 

B. The Parties understand that DOM and CTS will work together to establish the 
costs associated with the Property, excluding costs pertaining to the work of the 
DOM.  Schedule A to this MOU contains a complete, itemized list of these costs.  

C. The Parties understand that CTS will assume full financial responsibility for costs 
itemized on Schedule A to this MOU on January 1, 2020.  

D. The Parties understand that the DOM will use any monies saved through CTS’ 
assumption of financial responsibility for the costs itemized on Schedule A to pay 
down the DOM’s mortgage on the Transfer. 

E. The Parties understand that after 5 years or upon retirement of the mortgage, 
whichever happens sooner, the DOM will transfer lawful title and interest in the 
Property to CTS, while retaining a future interest in any monies realized from the 
sale of the Property by CTS. 
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F. The Parties understand the DOM’ s retained future interest in the property to be as 
follows.  Should CTS sell either the 927 N. LaSalle parcel, the 933 N. LaSalle 
parcel, or the Property in its entirety, the DOM is entitled to a maximum of $1.5 
million ("Proceeds Amount"). The Proceeds Amount shall be adjusted for 
inflation where inflation will be capped at 1.5% per year, from the proceeds of the 
sale. Inflation shall be calculated based on the purchasing power of U.S. dollars 
on January 1, 2020.  CTS is entitled to the remainder of the proceeds of the sale of 
the Property. 

G. The Parties understand that the agreements contained in this MOU must be 
ratified by the DOM Diocesan Assembly and blessed by the Diocesan Bishop 
before this MOU may be signed.  

H. The Parties understand that this MOU will be effective upon the signature of both 
Parties. 

I. The Parties understand that the Diocesan Bishop or his representative shall 
resolve any disputes arising from the Transfer. 

VI. APPLICABLE LAW  

To the extent applicable, this MOU shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Illinois. 

VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE  

This agreement shall be effective as of the first date written above. 

 ______________________________ 

Bishop PAUL – Bishop of the Diocese of the Midwest 

Diocese of the Midwest, Orthodox Church in America 

 

 

______________________________ 

[insert name, title] 

Christ the Savior Orthodox Church 
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