
for Renewal of Diakonia and Catechesis 
in the Midwest 

Diocese of the Midwest, Orthodox Church in America, 927 N. LaSalle St. Chicago IL 60610 
Fr. Elijah Mueller, Ph.D., Director, 312-714-9775 elijahnmueller@sbcglobal.net  

 
 
Diocese of the Midwest 
CATECHIST AND 
DIACONAL PROGRAM 
APPLICATION 
 
Name, Legal and 
Baptismal/Chrismational: 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Address 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Phone Numbers: Home, Cell, Work 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Email addresses 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Parish Membership at 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Deanery 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Are you a Communicant in the 
Orthodox Church? Y / N 
 
Are you taking the class as 
preparatory for application for 
ordination to the diaconate, for a 
catechist certificate or just for 
enrichment? 
 
____________________________________ 
 

I understand that ordination to 
the diaconate requires further 
petition process and approval of 
the diocesan Bishop and the Synod 
of Bishops of the OCA? 
 
Signature:_________________________ 
Date: 
I understand that the catechist 
certificate and ordination to the 
diaconate are bestowed as 
ministries by the Orthodox 
Church, with the consent of the 
local Bishop? 
 
Signature:_________________________ 
Date: 
 
I understand that catechetical 
ministry 
and the diaconate are in service to 
the Church, and that one may be 
called to minister and officially 
be assigned elsewhere than one’s 
present parish, in particular, if 
one is ordained to diaconate? 
 
Signature:_______________________ 
Date: 
 
I understand that ordination to 
the diaconate precludes marriage 
after ordination, and that a 
catechist must live an exemplary 
life? 
 
Signature:_______________________ 
Date: 
 
I understand that if one serves in 
a ministerial and educational 
capacity in the Church, one is 
required abide by all the 



“Policies, Standards, and 
Procedures of the Orthodox 
Church of America on Sexual 
Misconduct.” I will review the 
document, provide personal 
character references, submit to 
criminal background check, 
undergo a psychological 
evaluation (if further petitioning 
for the diaconate, at parish 
expense) according to the norms 
supplied by the Diocese and St. 
Macrina’s Institute Director and 
fulfil any other requirements 
deemed appropriate to meet the 
mandate of the aforesaid “Policies 
and Standards…” 
 
Signature:______________________ 
Date: 
 
I understand that fulfillment of 
this program only opens up the 
possibility of the petition for 
ordination to the diaconate for 
those who are canonically 
allowed, and that this program, by 
itself, does not open up the 
possibility of petitioning for 
ordination to the priesthood. 
 
Signature:_______________________ 
Date: 
 
I understand that ordination to 
the diaconate or catechist do not 
entitle one to financial 
remuneration from the parish or 
diocese, as these are volunteering 
of services without charge in the 
Orthodox Church in America. 
 
Signature:________________________ 

Date: 
 
I understand this program commits 
me to an ongoing path of spiritual 
work and education, continuing 
through the whole of my life and 
whatever ministry the Church 
calls me to. 
 
Signature:______________________ 
Date: 
 
I understand that this program is 
about furthering my adherence 
and obedience to God Father, son 
and Holy Spirit as known through 
the Holy Church and her 
Tradition. 
 
Signature:______________________ 
Date: 
 
This form should be submitted 
with a letter from one’s parish 
priest (and also from one’s 
Spiritual Father, if other than 
one’s parish priest) 
acknowledging and blessing your 
participation in this program. 
 
The Director of St. Macrina’ 
Orthodox Institute (at address 
above), the diocesan Bishop, the 
local Dean of your Deanery and 
the Chancellor of the Diocese 
should be notified and forwarded 
copies of this application and the 
letters of recommendation. 
 
It is recommended also to have one 
letter  of recommendation from 
someone other than one’s Pastor 
and Spiritual father.

!


