Curriculum Vitae
Anna Wood Strelka
Education

B.A., St. John’s College, Annapolis, Maryland (1973)


Prize for Best Senior Essay:  The Divine Ecology, or,  Nature, God, and Human Reason in The Brothers Karamazov
Chicago Deanery Higher Education/Diaconal Vocations Program, Orthodox Church in America, Certificate of Completion (2004-2008)
Since reception into the Orthodox Church in 1972, regular participation in all the services of the Church, including singing and reading.  Six-month stay at the Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration, Ellwood City, Pennsylvania (1974).
Service at Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, Palatine, Illinois (HROC)
Lay Catechist (2004 to present) - Ongoing individual and/or group instruction of those preparing for reception into the Orthodox Church

Adult Educator and Discussion Leader (1995 to present)
Associate Choir Director (1996 to present)

Reader, Parish Librarian, Member of Church Growth Team, Member of Bell-Ringing Team
Presentations in Home Parish

Series of PowerPoint presentations to accompany catechumens’ reading of The Orthodox Church by Timothy Ware
Orthodoxy 101, a series of illustrated talks for inquirers, catechumens and parishioners (2011-12)

Orientation to Worship, a practical introduction to the church building and Orthodox worship for inquirers, catechumens, newcomers and parishioners (2011)

Women in the Orthodox Church (2010)
Sharing the Hope That Is In Us (2010), a speaker and organizer of 4-week parish-wide education program (HROC’s adaptation of program originated by St. Mark Orthodox Church, Rochester Hills, Michigan)

Several original adult education series including:


The Psalms


The Lord’s Prayer


Icons of Pascha Through Pentecost 

Service Outside the Parish 
Presenter at Orthodox Church in America Parish Ministries Conference, Lay Catechists:  How Can this Ministry Benefit My Parish?  (2010)

Faculty, Chicago Deanery Higher Education/Diaconal Vocations Program – sessions on Catechesis, The Daily Office, Monasticism (2011-12)
Presentations Outside Home Parish
St. Cosmas of Aitolia, Chicago Deanery Lenten Vespers Series (March 2007)

Presentations to Pokrov Orthodox Home School Group on Church Music and Bell-Ringing (2013) 

Presentations for general audiences on the Orthodox Church, its music and its liturgical year, with musical examples performed by choir (2004-2007)

Writings
What Happens in the Desert, homily prepared for Chicago Deanery Higher Education/Diaconal Vocations Program (2006), printed as an article in HROC parish bulletin (2011)
Homily on the Parable of the Good Samaritan, prepared for Chicago Deanery Higher Education/ Diaconal Vocations Program (2007)

Plays and presentations for use by church school students and/or adults:


My Lord and My God:  A Presentation for St. Thomas Sunday


St. Herman of Alaska:  America’s North Star


A Time to Speak:  The Song of St. Cassiani

A Christmas Acrostic (with Georgeann Shaw)

Cycles of Prayer, a one-page summary of the liturgical cycles of the Orthodox Church
Growing Our Parish… Spreading God’s Kingdom… How Can I Help?, pamphlet (2005)

Your Income: Fit to be Tithed?, article in parish bulletin (2007)
Employment
Legal Assistant, Lawrence, Kamin, Saunders & Uhlenhop, L.L.C., Chicago, Illinois (1990 to present)

Personal

Married to Michael Strelka, CPA, CVA and Choir Director at HROC.  They have 3 grown daughters and 3 grandchildren.  As living history performers, Mike and Anna portray and have extensively researched American Civil War General John Turchin and his wife, both Russian-born.  Anna is writing a historical novel set in the Civil War.  Mike and Anna have also written a series of light-hearted but edifying song parodies on Orthodox topics.
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