Words, Words, and More Words
The proclamation of Holy Scripture at the Eucharistic gathering on Sunday mornings is one of the most central acts of the Divine Liturgy. Why is this so? If we think about it for a moment, not only words from Holy Scripture, but all words are extremely important. The act of assembling words together in our minds to create coherent thoughts is rather simple, yet also life changing in some instances. Words, too, when assembled to express a particular idea can have ramifications far beyond belief. Words can divide people, begin wars, unite people, sway people to certain beliefs, anger people, reconcile people, and even kill people. Words, when placed in the right context and in the midst of certain people, can have life altering effects. 
The effect of words on people is something we generally do not pay any attention to. It would appear this is largely because we have many different ways to communicate nowadays. The proliferation of words in modern society through computers, telephones, televisions, advertisements around town, and even printed newspapers and books, has only helped to dilute the importance of “the word.” Consequently, we dispose of words without even thinking twice about it. How many times have we printed out words from on-line and then soon disposed of them? This isn’t to say that it’s wrong (it’s probably not good, though) and our fault. It is just a reflection of our society and how it functions. 
In Scripture, though, no words can be diluted or disposed of. The writing down of Scripture when it occurred (in most cases more than 2000 years ago) was extremely significant to the people because it united them. The people not only recognized a common history and belief in the words of Scripture, but they encountered God, face to face. And, in this encounter with God through the words of Scripture they were gathered and pulled into a single unit, a single family. 

The words of Scripture are even more important than other words found in books and newspapers. Scripture relates to us not a simple conversation between one person and another, but the divine revelation of God to His people. And, after this divine revelation is proclaimed – after these words are said in the midst of the people – there will be ramifications; the receiver of these words will be affected in a certain way. At the Divine Liturgy on Sunday mornings we are affected by hearing God’s word. In these words we come to know the truths about who God is, and about His Son Jesus Christ, who is the Word of God. In these words we also become one body, united through the world-changing event of the death and resurrection of Christ. Therefore, we should never forget that if we are united in one body through the proclamation of Scripture at the Divine Liturgy, we will most certainly be united in Christ, who is the Word of God and ever present throughout Scripture. 
