Before His Ascension,

Our Lord commissioned

His disciples to “teach all
nations, bapftizing them in
the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.”

B While all of God’s People are
called to proclaim the Good News to those
who would receive it, our clergy have been
given the special task of “equipping the saints
for ministry” by planting the seeds of faith and
nurturing spirifual growth. B For three quarters
of a century, our seminaries have devoted
themselves not only to imparting information
about our faith, but to pursuing the formation of
those called to the ordained ministry.

Our diocesan seminarians have chosen a truly AUGUST 25 ls
difficult and selfless path, especially in terms of so S SUNDAY .l

funding their studies and living expenses. B

In prayerful rememibrance of Archbishop Job of Please send your
donations fo the

Chicago, August .201:_’» has been olle3|gnc’red Diocese of the Midwest
“Support Our Seminarians Month” in the Diocese of 927 North LaSalle Bivd.
the Midwest, culminating in “SOS Sunday” on Chicago, IL 60610

August 25. Please be generous as we join together
to help lighten our seminarians’ financial burdens.
H All funds will be given directly to our seminarians!
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Joel Brady, Holy Assumption Church, Canton, OH—When Joel was 8, he and his parents
were received into the Orthodox Church. A mission trip he took with OCMC to Albania greatly
inspired him to find ways of serving the church. He became involved in his parish’s outreach to
fellow college students, did some work in the mental health field, but became increasingly
convinced that his real calling was in service to the Church.

Matthew Brown, Holy Ascension Orthodox Church, Albion MI—Matthew was
raised Methodist. He planned to become a Methodist minister, but converted to the
Orthodox faith while a college senior. He was tonsured a Reader in 2008, served on his
parish council while also overseeing the altar servers. He helped lead an OCF, and directed
the church school with his wife Elizabeth.

Robert Gauvain, St. Herman'’s, Minneapolis, MN—Robert grew up on a homestead in
Alaska , was married in the Byzantine Catholic Church, and was received into the Orthodox
Church with his wife, Elizabeth. Attending seminary was a desire Robert first expressed as
a young boy. He works part-time with computers while pursuing his studies.

Reader Moses Hibbard, St. Matthew Orthodox Church, Green Bay, WI—Reader
Moses was raised in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, and attended Concordia
University with the thought of becoming a Lutheran pastor. He became uncomfortable,
however, with certain aspects of the Lutheran faith, and left Concordia. Shortly afterward,
he and his wife Karmin converted to Orthodoxy.

Reader Alexander Koranda, St. Peter & St. Paul, Burr Ridge [L—Reader Alex was
baptized into the Orthodox faith as an infant at St. Peter and St. Paul Church in Chicago,
» where his family helped found and build the parish. Alexander started serving in the altar
when he was six years old, and continued to be active in the church throughout his youth.
He became a Sub-Deacon when he was 13, and started serving with Archbishop JOB in the
Chicago Deanery. He graduated in 2011 with a Bachelor’s of Arts in Corporate
Communication and a minor in philosophy.

Sandro Margheritino, St Gregory of Nyssa Orthodox Church, Columbus, OH—
Sandro was born in Palermo, Italy, and earned a BA in International Relations-Political
Science from the University of Palermo. He was raised Roman Catholic, and was introduced
to Orthodoxy by a family friend. After a few years of reading, attending services and praying,
he was chrismated Orthodox just before turning 18.

Michael P. Skor, Holy Trinity Church, Parma, OH—Michael was baptized into the Orthodox faith as an infant.
Under the guidance of his spiritual father, he began to sense Christ's call to serve His Church. As a teenager, Michael
helped to revitalize the parish's youth ministry. He earned a bachelor's degree in Philosophy and Classics from
Duquesne University, and a master’s degree in Classical Language from Boston University.

Deacon Marty Watt, St. Paul the Apostle, Dayton, OH—Deacon Marty was born of
Methodist and Baptist upbringing. He graduated from Middle Tennessee State University
with a Bachelor's Degree in Accounting, and spent nearly 25 years working primarily in
healthcare facilities, and 12 years as a financial and administrative executive in the health-
care field. He and his family were received into the Orthodox faith in 1995, and was or-
dained to the Diaconate in 2008.




