
2020 Cleveland Deanery Report to 

the 59th Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest 

 

• Three Virtual Deanery Meetings were held. Two with Archbishop Paul. 

 

• Published a booklet “Lives of the American Saints” in honor of the 50
th

 Anniversary of 

Autocephaly. Yet to be distributed due to the Virus. 

 

• Presently serving as Administrator of St Theodosius Cathedral as of January 1, 

following the retirement of Fr John Zdinak. 

 

• Fr Jonathan Cholcher (St John’s, Warren, OH) relocated to serve St Mark’s in 

Bradenton Florida in late May. 

 

• Fr Brian Crivella replaced Fr Jonathan Cholcher in Warren upon his departure. (See 

above) 

 

• Attended many Virtual Bishop Council Meetings since the onset of the Virus. 

 

• Fr Nicholas Wyslutsky,  of St Nicholas in Mogadore, has been streaming all services on 

You Tube since the onset of the Virus. Numerous faithful from various parts of the US 

have expressed their gratitude for this ministry. 

 

In process of establishing a Clergy Comp Pack for St Theodosius Cathedral for a full 

time Rector to, hopefully, be assigned early in 2021 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Fr Andrew Clements 

Dean 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 

 As of September 1, 2020 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

 
Parish Name and Address Photo 

St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church 

301 Struthers Liberty Rd. 

Campbell, OH 44405-1949 
 

stjohn-oca@zoominternet.net  (Email) 
www.stjohnthebaptist-campbell.org  (Website) 
 

 

Clergy 

Archpriest Andrew D. Nelko 

Deacon David J. Gemmel 

Deacon James M. Hryb 
 

2 Ordained Subdeacons   -   5 Tonsured Readers 

 
Committees/Societies 

Ministries: 

- Stewardship Committee – Promotes ‘stewardship’ activities in the parish. 
- Pastoral participation in Deanery and Pan Orthodox Clergy Associations. 

- Parish Sisterhood – Annual “Soup for Caring” ministry donates proceeds to charity. 
- “Ladies Altar Society” – Provides for the “ecclesiastical” needs of the parish. 

-       FOCA (Fellowship of Orthodox Christian in America) – Yearly “Easterfest” and  

-       “Cookie Walk” events financially support youth & charitable endeavors. 
- Prosphora Bakers – Support the liturgical requirements of the parish. 

- Support St. Vladimir’s Camp through active participation of volunteers. 

- Support of St. Basil Workers (Local Lay Ministry) – Hospital, nursing homes, and 

shut-in visitations. 

- Lay Women’s Ministry – Educational-Charitable-Visitation activities. 

- Unneeded Gift Program – In lieu of sending gifts, flowers, or cards to individuals  

-      celebrating their birthdays, anniversaries, etc., this program provides the opportunity  

-      to make an offering to the church in their honor. 

- -    Donation of Wine/Incense, Altar Candles, Amvon Candles, Tetrapod Candles,  

-      flowers on a monthly basis – Individuals in whose name donations are made are  

-      remembered during the Proskomedia and in intercessory prayer. 

 

Education: 

- Church School – Meets immediately prior to Divine Liturgy every Sunday (Sep-May). 

- Teen/Adult Education – Meets weekly as part of the Parish Religious Education 

Program. 

 
Since September 2019 

      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Parish Accomplishments / Events: 

- City of Campbell (Ohio) ‘First responder Blessing’ (September 2019) 

- Archpastoral Visit (ABP Paul) & Ordination (Diaconate) Subdeacon James Hryb 
(October 2019) 

- Annual Parish Pre-Advent Dinner/Social (October 2019) 
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Participated in: 

- 58th DOM Assembly (Broadview Heights, OH - October 2019) 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Outreach to community: 

- -    Support the “Rescue Mission” – An organization that responds to the “physical, 
-      emotional and spiritual needs of disadvantaged men, women and children”. 

- Membership in the Eastern Orthodox Clergy Association of Mahoning Valley (EOCA-

MV) (Pan-Orthodox outreach).  Hosted Archpastoral Visit (ABP Paul) for EOCA-MV 

“Sunday of Orthodoxy” Commemoration.  (March 2020) 

- Participate in the Annual “Feed our Valley” project to help the homeless during the 
holiday season. 

- Parish involvement with the “St. Nicholas Seminarian Program” which provides a 
seminarian family with gifts and financial support. 

- Kolachi sales twice a year. 

- ‘Warm the Children’ Campaign (Orphan children in Russia) 
- Annual involvement in the Campbell Memorial High School Baccalaureate Program. 

- Participate in the Annual Campbell Middle / Beatitude House School Supply Drive. 
 

 
     Major Challenges Faced  

- Aging infrastructure (building) 

- Dwindling population base (local community) 

- Dwindling supporting membership (parish) 

- Financial shortfalls as a result of Covid-19 Pandemic constraints 

 

Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2020 to August 2021 

- City of Campbell (Ohio) ‘First responder Blessing’ (September 2020)  Cancelled 

- Annual Parish Fall Dinner/Social (October 2020)  Cancelled 

- Blessing of ‘Flower Garden’ (Mill Creek Park) on Feast of the Dormition (August 2021) 
 

 

 As of 

September 1, 

2018  

As of 

September 1, 

2019 

As of 

September 1, 

2020 

Supporting Membership Count 92 98 98 

 September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 

August 2019 

September 

2019 thru 

March (22) 2020 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Attendance 
83 76 73 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Communicants 
62 57 55 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 

Attendance 
12 10 11 

Number of Catechumens 0 0 0 
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 September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 

August 2019 

September 

2019 thru 

August 2020 

Baptisms 1 1 0 

Funerals 2 6 2 

Marriages 2 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 29 24 16 

Adult Education/Number 

Participating 
9 8 7 

 

 

 

 

 

Average Sunday Communicants  =   

Average Sunday Attendance minus 25% 

Attendance statistics are from September 1, 2019 through March 22, 2020.  With 

parish ‘shutdown’, and mandatory reduced numbers effective March 25, any statistics 

after that date would be skewed and not reflective of ‘normal’ attendance. 
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DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 

 As of September 1, 2020 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

 
Parish Name and Address Photo 

 

St. Gregory of Nyssa 

2219 Summit Street, Columbus, OH. 43210 

 

 

 

 
Clergy 

 

Fr. Stephen Frase (Rector), Fr. Daniel Rentel (retired, Pastor Emeritus), Fr. Matthew Moriak 

(attached, serving as director of youth ministries), Fr. James Sizemore (attached), Fr. Dn. Paul 

Mitchell (attached) and Fr. Dn. Joseph Shaluha (attached) 

 
Committees/Societies 

St. Elizabeth group (outreach to sick and shut-ins), Parish Sisterhood, “O” Club (Jr. & Sr.), 

Prayer group, Charities, Outreach, Book Club, Library committee, Bookstore, Scholarship 

committee, Parish Outreach Leadership committee; Young Adult group. 

Since September 2019 

      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

• His Eminence, Archbishop Paul, visited the parish in January 2020 to ordain former St. 

Gregory’s parishioner, now current St. Tikhon’s seminary student, Peter Simko to the Holy 

Diaconate.   

• During Great Lent, an online retreat was offered by Dr. Nathan “Basil” Jacobs producer of 

Becoming Truly Human. He offered a presentation on an Orthodox Christian understanding 

of Hell and Hades.   

• Online parish prayers and discussions focusing upon the pandemic and its effect on parish 

life, protests around the nation, and issues of race and reconciliation.   

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

• The Parish Outreach program exists to provide food and other items to those in need.  It 

has operated continuously during the pandemic.  The program had been serving four (4) 

meals a week to those need. After the beginning of the pandemic, this is now three (3) 

meals each week.   

• Supporting a seminarian who was a member of St. Gregory’s. 

• Providing scholarships to college students who are members of Orthodox Christian 

Fellowship (OCF) at Ohio State and surrounding colleges / universities, attend St. 

Gregory’s while in college, and/or are members of the parish enrolled in institutions of 

higher education. 
     Major Challenges Faced  

• Lack of adequate parking. 

• Solve challenges regarding handicap accessibility.  The parish’s nave and the first floor of 

the parish education building are handicap accessible, but the social hall and upstairs 

religious education rooms are not. The parish is no longer renting out the house next door.  

This will help provide additional handicap accessible space for certain parish functions. 
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Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2020 to August 2021 

• Plans are being made for online retreats for Advent and Great Lent.   

• Hosting a hybrid Orthodox Christian Fellowship regional conference in November. 

• Receiving a donation from the St. Maria of Paris Ministry to continue developing the Parish 

Outreach program.  An online presentation of some form is being developed.   

 

 

 As of 

September 1, 

2018 

As of 

September 1, 

2019 

As of 

September 1, 

2020 

Supporting Membership Count 102 102 120 

 September 

2016 thru 

August 2017 

September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2019 thru 

August 2020 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Attendance 
110 110 

110 but finished 

in Aug. 2020 

with 35 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Communicants 
100 100 

100 but finished 

in Aug. 2020 

with 30 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 

Attendance 
15-20 15-20 

15-20, but 

finished in Aug. 

2020 with 10 

Number of Catechumens 3 (plus inquirers) 5 3 

 September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 

August 2019 

September 

2019 thru 

August 2020 

Baptisms 3 1 7 

Funerals 1 1 2 

Marriages 0 0 1 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0 2 8 

Church School/Number Enrolled 30 15 15 

Adult Education/Number 

Participating 
30 30 

50 (online 

retreat) 

 



DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 

 As of September 1, 2020 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

 
Parish Name and Address Photo 

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church 

2238 E 32
nd

 Street 

Lorain, OH 44055 

www.OrthodoxLorain.org 
 

 

 
Clergy 

Rev. Joseph McCartney, Rector 

V. Rev. Basil Stoyka (Retired, Attached) 

Protodeacon Edward Kolenda 

Subdeacon Theophan Baymiller 

Subdeacon Benjamin Wharton 

Reader Alex Morris 

 
Committees/Societies 

Fundraising Committee, Men’s Club, PTO, Sisterhood 

 
Since September 2019 

      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

- Major Renovations have begun at rectory and parish building. 

- Many activities that were scheduled were cancelled due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

- Over 150 turkeys were delivered to St Herman’s House of Hospitality (FOCUS) 

- Annual Seminary Fundraiser 

 
     Major Challenges Faced  

- More renovations on parish and rectory needed.  

- Retention of supporting parishioners due to COVID-19 outbreak. 

 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries - September 2020 to August 2021 

- Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive 

- Annual Russian Food Festival 

- Annual visit of St Tikhon’s Seminary Mission Choir & Seminary Fundraiser 
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 As of 

September 1, 

2018 

As of 

September 1, 

2019 

As of 

September 1, 

2020 

Supporting Membership Count 70 65 55 

 September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 

August 2019 

September 

2019 thru 

August 2020 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Attendance 
65 60 

65 before 

COVID-19 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Communicants 
55 58 

60 Before 

COVID-19 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 

Attendance 
12 10 12 

Number of Catechumens 5 0 1 

 September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 

August 2019 

September 

2019 thru 

August 2020 

Baptisms 2 1 0 

Funerals 1 2 2 

Marriages 1 1 0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  4 0 0 

Church School/Number Enrolled 15 10 10 

Adult Education/Number 

Participating 
45 45  

 



















 

 

DOM PARISH ANNUAL REPORT 

 As of September 1, 2020 

email completed form to chancery@domoca.org by September 15 

 
Parish 

Name and 

Address 

Photo 

 

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church 

6822 Broadview Rd 
Parma, OH 44134 
          

 
Clergy 

V. Rev. Alexander Garklavs 

Protodeacon Anthony Kall 

V. Rev. Yves Babich, Retired-Attached 
Committees/Societies 

Parish Council, Church Choir, Church School, Greeters Group, Liturgical Readers, Altar Servers, 

Outreach Cooking Ministry, Women’s Reading Group, La Coupole Bookstore, St. Anne Seniors 
Since September 2019 

      Highlights of Top Three Activities 

Major Renovation of Fellowship Hall Kitchen, Parish Council Board room redesign and renovation, 

St. Herman’s House of Hospitality Fund Raiser in November, 2019 
     Outreach and Charitable Activities 

Monthly participation of preparation and serving of meals at St. Herman’s House  

Support for the St. Mary of Egypt Food Bank and Distribution Center 

Volunteer participation and support for ZOE for Life! Ministry 

Assistance to St. Panteleimon Orthodox Christian Outreach 

Hosting and participating in the Eastern Orthodox Woman’s Guild of Northeast Ohio 

Participation and representation on Cleveland Chapter of IOCC 
     Major Challenges Faced  

Financial loss due to Covid-19 Pandemic 

Challenges in fostering effective parish education programs 
Upcoming Special Events/Anniversaries – September 2020 to August 2021 

Because of the Covid-19 Pandemic there are currently no special events planned. 

 

 
 

As of 

September 1, 

2018 

As of 

September 1, 

2019 

As of 

September 1, 

2020 

Supporting Membership Count 140 140 140 

 September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 

August 2019 

September 

2019 thru 

August 2020 
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Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Attendance 
120 120 50 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 

Communicants 
70 70 30 

Average Saturday Vigil/Vespers 

Attendance 
20 15 10 

Number of Catechumens 1 1 1 

 September 

2017 thru 

August 2018 

September 

2018 thru 

August 2019 

September 

2019 thru 

August 2020 

Baptisms 6 7 1 

Funerals 10 6 10 

Marriages 3 2              3 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  2 1 1 

Church School/Number Enrolled 25 24 21 

Adult Education/Number 

Participating 
8 10 5 

 

 

 








