
Chicago Dean’s Report for the 2021 Diocesan Assembly 

 

St. Nicholas, Joliet, IL COVID-19 was an isolating time for us at St. Nicholas, so our focus this year has been on 

rebuilding.  We are rebuilding relationships with one another, as well as those new comers who felt a connection to the 

Orthodox faith through our LIVE streams and have since regularly started attending our parish.  We are rebuilding our sense 
of Orthodox community by supporting our local Orthodox parishes and joining together for prayer, such as the Panakhyda we 

served for the 20th anniversary of 9/11.  Likewise, we are rebuilding or restoring our temple by fixing the roof, vents, doors 

and a number of cosmetic updates.  

 

St. Matthew, Green Bay, WI 

Overall, people are very excited to be doing things in person together, both in the sense of restarting all the activities and 

events that the parish had been doing prior to 2020, as well as doing some new things. My impression is that people 

appreciate being together in person more now than they did prior to the pandemic 

Several people really wanted to do Sunday matins, and so we've started doing it 2x a month. I was surprised by how many 

came. It is moving for me as a priest to see people loving church services this much. 

Financially, we are okay, but we need to start building a vision of what our parish could be, rather than just meeting minimal 

operational spending to keep things as they are. Building such a vision will take a lot of teamwork as there are many different 
suggestions as to what the parish "should do next"  

 

St. Joseph, Wheaton, IL 

1. We are getting close to "full strength" (pre-Covid) attendance numbers 

 

2. The Aurora Mission has started and is operating 

 

3.We are kicking off our Fr John Matusiak Memorial Sacred Arts Symposium with an essay contest for several categories of 

youth / young adults in 2021 

 

4. Livestreaming of services continues with upgraded technology and has kept our shut-ins connected to the parish 
community 

 

No real negatives to report, except for the standard grumbles about Covid restrictions (pro & con) among the faithful  

 

St. Makarios, Hyde Park, IL 

God has been faithful to St. Makarios mission through all the tumult and changes of the last year. We have enjoyed 

worshiping for a year now in our semi-permanent home, brought in several new members, and even celebrated a wedding of 

a new couple. St. Makarios Hyde Park, IL 

 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Chicago, IL 

Holy Trinity Cathedral just completed a major restoration project to the exterior of their historical buildings. This was a 

major undertaking by the community that is a great benefit for the diocese and the national church as one of its major holy 
sites. 

  

2022 marks the 130th anniversary of the founding of the community of Holy Trinity Cathedral. The cathedral will be 

announcing activities associated with this celebration.  

 

Holy Resurrection, Palatine, IL 

With the lifting of capacity limits, services are becoming more populated. Church School has begun and students are taking 

part in classes organize by our dedicated, hard-working teachers. We have continued to have inquirers visit our parish and 

had new people join our catechumen class. We expect to “graduate” two students and to begin work with a new cohort of 

four people beginning in November. This coming weekend (October 16 and 17) we celebrate the 50/51st anniversary of our 

parish, postponed from last October. Holy Resurrection (Palatine, IL) 
 

St. Nicholas, Kenosha, WI 

Things have returned to a normal since many of the Covid restrictions have been lifted. Currently, the church is attempting to 

remodel rooms on the second floor of the church hall with the intention of renting space. Stewardship has increased but we 

still need to adopt an official program.  
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St. Herman of Alaska Chapel, West Bend, WI 

One of the most positive things that has come out of the pandemic is the discovery of ‘hidden talents’.   Matushka 

Elizabeth had sung alone for a long time, and being a alto/tenor, was uncomfortable singing melody.  Candace, a mother of 

four - 1 year - 7, began singing with  Matushka.  With her kids at their feet, they sang to the glory of God. 
One Sunday, as Matushka and Candace went to receive Communion, the two oldest, Anika, 7 and Jonny 5, on their 

own, began singing ‘Receive the Body of Christ . . . “,  in perfect rhythm and pitch. Truly, out of the mouths of children come 

perfect praise.  

 

Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Milwaukee, WI 

We are slowly building back attendance. We remain very conservative about doing away with covid protocols, out concern 

for our very large population of kids in the parish. we very much enjoyed our creative work-arounds for covid: outdoor 

coffee hour, caroling and kids’ music performances on outdoor steps, doing a Mexican Posada outside, outdoor Sunday 

school even through the whole of winter, and outdoor coffee hour. All-in-all things were very lively, the Church experienced 

less holiday outflow of traveling parishioners and people who came to services bonded well. People showed great restraint 

and consideration for one another throughout the whole pandemic until now. There were no transmissions in the Church. 

Orthodox outreach efforts are under way in Waukesha, WI, and Sheboygan Co., WI with Divine Liturgy taking place 
monthly in both locations.  

 

Protection of Virgin Mary Church, Merrillville, IN 

We have been blessed by the ongoing addition of fresco iconography to our Temple. Since September of last year, 

iconographer John Jurewicz has painted approximately 1,500 square feet of wall space, and the work continues. Our biggest 

ongoing challenge remains building back parish life since its collapse at the start of the pandemic. Recently we also suffered 

the loss of Mat. Tresja, Denysenko, the wife of our Dn. Nicholas Denysenko. Another blessing we recently enjoyed, though it 

came with a great deal of sadness, was to host the funeral services for Fr. Anastasy Richter, which were so beautiful and very 

edifying for us to be such an integral part.  

 

St. John Chapel Report 
St. John Chapel is an outreach of St. Luke Orthodox Church led by Fr. Andrew Harrison, priest Emeritus. Founded 

in October, 2015, the mission’s goal is to establish a parish in the far south suburban Chicago area. 

The Chapel meets in a former Methodist Church owned by the New Lenox Historical Association. Since the pandemic, we 

have attracted people from other parishes because the facility is large, and social distancing is easier. Additionally, several 

seekers have begun to attend. We hope to continue to expand after the pandemic is over. 

We faced a serious challenge with the death of reader Ron Smith. Thankfully two members of St. Luke stepped in so services 

could continue. This past year was the first time that we celebrated a full schedule of holy week and paschal services. 

A humorous thing occurred on a joint St. Luke / St. John mission team project to Holy Resurrection Monastery in Mo. in 

August. A dog followed Fr. Andrew back to the monastery as he took his morning stroll. The dog stayed at the monastery all 

day and would not leave until Mother Alexandra called the owner. This led to meeting with local neighbors of the monastery 

resulting in future better relations. The dog’s name and phone number were on his collar, so he was called by the mission 

team: Jake the Evangelist. 
 

On July 7 – 10 there was a Deanery Summer camp led by Fr. Thomas Mueller and Protodeacon Georgy Potym in 

Wisconsin. They prepared a wonderful program which was enjoyed by all of the campers. Covid protocols were followed and 

thankfully, there were no incidents of infection or illness. 

 

Finally, we note the unexpected passing of two beloved members of our deanery: Matushka Tresja Denysenko, age 48, 

wife of Deacon Nicholas Denysenko, who fell asleep in the Lord on August 19, and the Archpriest Anastasy (Stacey) 

Richter, age 52, on Sunday, September 5 as he was preparing for the Divine Liturgy. May their memory be eternal!  

 

Archpriest Alexander Kuchta, Dean 
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DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST 

Annual Vital Statistics 

 
 

As of September 1, 2021  

Upload completed form to the DOM Reporting Site by September 22 

 
 

PARISH NAME   | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
CLERGY     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  PRESENT 
Count should reflect a full 

year 
Supporting Membership Count  

Number of Children 
 

Baptisms 
 

Funerals 
 

Marriages 
 

Receptions into Orthodoxy 
 

Number of Catechumens 
 

Archangel Michael Orthodox Church

0

0

0

0

0

0

8301 S LeClaire Ave., Burbank, IL 60459

Rev. John J. Segvich, Administrator

15
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2

5

1

2

Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church

1449 N. Quentin Road, POB 421, Palatine, IL 60078

Archpriest Alexander Kuchta

79

17
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DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST 

Annual Vital Statistics 

 
 

As of September 1, 2021  

Upload completed form to the DOM Reporting Site by September 22 

 
 

PARISH NAME   | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
CLERGY     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  PRESENT 
Count should reflect a full 

year 
Supporting Membership Count  

Number of Children 
 

Baptisms 
 

Funerals 
 

Marriages 
 

Receptions into Orthodoxy 
 

Number of Catechumens 
 

St. Luke Orthodox Church 

10700 S. Kean Ave. Palos Hills, IL 60462

Archpriest Paul Jannakos, Protodeacon Andrew Werbianksi, Deacon Stephen Hansen

138

32

4

2

1

2

3
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DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST 

Annual Vital Statistics 

 
 

As of September 1, 2021  

Upload completed form to the DOM Reporting Site by September 22 

 
 

PARISH NAME   | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
CLERGY     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  PRESENT 
Count should reflect a full 

year 
Supporting Membership Count  

Number of Children 
 

Baptisms 
 

Funerals 
 

Marriages 
 

Receptions into Orthodoxy 
 

Number of Catechumens 
 

Priest Esteban Vázquez, Rector; Protodeacon Robert Northrup, Assigned

7549 W 61st Place, Summit Argo, IL 60501-1617

St Panteleimon Orthodox Church

28

5

0

0

0

1

0
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DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST 

Annual Vital Statistics 

 
 

As of September 1, 2021  

Upload completed form to the DOM Reporting Site by September 22 

 
 

PARISH NAME   | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
CLERGY     | _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  PRESENT 
Count should reflect a full 

year 
Supporting Membership Count  

Number of Children 
 

Baptisms 
 

Funerals 
 

Marriages 
 

Receptions into Orthodoxy 
 

Number of Catechumens 
 

Holy Theophany Orthodox Church (Mission)

Fr John D Jones; Ptdn George Potym

5

1

0

0

1

2

N2107 State Road 67 Walworth, WI 53184

31
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